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COMING EVENTS AT
LOBRANO HOUSE

The monthly luncheon meeting
will be held on Thursday, January
16, 2014, at noon at the Kate
Lobrano House. Guest speaker for
the program will be Juanita Gex,
president of the Pearl River County
Historical Society. Mrs. Gex will
discuss the Pontalba buildings in
the New Orleans French Quarter.
Reservations are required and
may be made by calling 467-4090.
Respectfully we must insist that
you please call by noon on
Wednesday, January 15, 2014, to
make your reservation, to help us
plan seating which is limited to for-
ty-eight people, and to apprise us
of the number for whom to prepare.
The price of the lunch is $10.00.

MEMBERSHIP FEES

The 2014 Membership Drive
is on! It’s time for current mem-
bers to renew their membership
in the Historical Society and to
encourage family and friends to
join us too. The price of mem-
bership is twenty-five ($25) per
year. The date on your address
label is your date of membership
expiration. If your label says
12/13 or before, it’s time to re-
new! Please mail your renewal
checks to Hancock County His-
torical Society, P. O. Box 3356,
Bay St. Louis, MS 39521.

These are the two restored volumes of 4 Record of Marks and Brands. The two brand-
ing irons belong to Executive Director, Charles Gray, which he inherited from his great-
great grandfather Clinch Gray, Surveyor General of the Mississippi Territory.

Livestock Marks and
Brands

By
Eddie Coleman

Livestock marks and
brands have been used since an-
cient times to determine the
ownership of a stockman’s ani-
mals. The reason they were
necessary long ago is that large,
communal grazing lands were
often used by several farmers in
a community. Since then evi-
dence has been found that the
ancient Chinese used branding

to identify their cattle long before
the time of Confucius. Egyptolo-
gists have found tomb paintings
depicting the branding of oxen by
the early pharaohs. In addition,
proof has been uncovered that
herdsmen of the Bible—
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and oth-
ers—used brands to identify their
stock and that even Greeks and
Romans used brands for slave
identification.

Some of the earliest herds-
men branded the entire side of an
animal, giving its lineage, owner-
ship history, etc. In more recent
times, the brands became smaller
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and were limited to certain areas
on the body of the animal—Ieft
or right side, foreleg, hindquar-
ter, and so forth. In addition to,
or even instead of, the hot brand-
ing iron so familiar nowadays,
ear markings were also used.
These markings were cuts made
into the animal’s ears, either left
or right or both. Though brand-
ing could be used on all live-
stock—cattle, sheep, hogs, hors-
es—ear markings were not usu-
ally used on horses.

Branding and marking
were used all over the world in
some form, but it was the Span-
ish who made the practices prev-
alent in the United States. With
its exploration of the New
World, Spain brought the cus-
tom to the Americas. The prac-
tice spread from Mexico north-
ward into what later became the
southwestern United States with
the Spanish vaqueros, or cow-
boys, and branding specifically
became the familiar procedure
seen in movie westerns.

Because the purpose of
the brand was to establish legiti-
mate ownership of the livestock
and because such a large number
of brands were invented, record-
ed, and used, a method of regis-
tering them was developed. Ini-
tially, they were registered in the
county where the stockman
lived. Later, it became neces-
sary to register the brands in a
wider area so territorial legisla-
tures required them to be regis-
tered with territorial livestock
boards and ultimately with state
governments when these territo-
ries became states.

Although branding is the
most recognizable form of live-
stock identification to most peo-

ple, ear marking seems to have
been more prevalent in east Tex-
as and the Southeastern U.S. In
fact, as with branding, this prac-
tice dates to the Spanish explora-
tion of Florida and the South-
eastern U.S. especially along the
Gulf Coast. Even though the
brand was the legal identifica-
tion of the animal, the ear mark
was also used because it could
be seen more readily.

Because the brand or
mark was, and still is, considered
personal property, each one
could be sold or traded, but more
often than not, it was passed
down from parent to child. In
earlier times a son was usually
the child to whom the brand was
passed. However, it was quite
possible for a daughter to inherit
the brand or mark and take it in-
to marriage with her. Thus, a
genealogical lineage could or
can be determined by knowing
who possessed or still possesses
the brand or mark.

The marks and brands
have been most helpful in areas
with open ranges to help stock-
men determine animal owner-
ship. At one time, Mississippi
had no stock law, and in many
areas of the state, livestock was
allowed to roam freely through
the countryside. They foraged
for themselves during most of
the year, saving the farmer the
cost of feeding the animal. Con-
sequently, such a practice pro-
duced very lean animals. How-
ever, if a farmer wished to kill a
young hog or beef for the family,
he would round up the animal,
place him in a pen, and feed him
corn or other fodder for a few
months to fatten him up before
the slaughter.
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Initially ~ marks  and
brands in Mississippi were regis-
tered in each county. A Record
of Marks and Brands book,
much like the Record of Mar-
riages book, was kept at each
county courthouse, giving the
name of the owner, a drawing of
the brand, a description of the
ear mark, and the date of regis-
tration. Some farmers used only
a single brand; others, only a sin-
gle earmark; still others, a brand
and an ear mark; and some, mul-
tiple brands and/or marks, each
with an entry in the book.

With the passage of a
Mississippi stock law in the mid-
1960’s, the practice of allowing
livestock to roam freely was out-
lawed, and farmers had to keep
their stock within penned or
fenced areas. In addition, the
need for so many brands and
marks was lessened, and the reg-
istration of such marks and
brands was done through the
state rather than at the local lev-

Chancery Clerk Tim
Kellar reveals the new-
ly restored Record of
Marks and Brands for
Hancock County.

el. Currently, it is the Mississip-
pi Agricultural and Livestock
Theft Bureau which registers all
livestock brands in the state.
Sadly many of these
books have been lost in Missis-
sippi counties because some
people do not see a need for such
records any longer. Hancock
County, on the other hand, is
quite fortunate that it has a
Chancery Clerk who does see a
need and also sees a purpose,
historical and genealogical, to
preserve this record. Although
the original books were damaged
in Hurricane Katrina, they have
been restored through the efforts
of county officials and for a time
may be viewed at the Hancock
County Historical Society.

SOURCES:

“Cattle Theft Investigation in Madison
and Yazoo Counties Leads to
Arrests.” Mississippi Depart-
ment of Agriculture and Com-
merce. 08 Nov. 2013. 12

Dec. 2013
<www.mdac.state.ms.us>.

“History of Branding.”  Agricultural
History Project.  2013. 11
Dec. 2013.
<www.aghistoryproject.org>.

Thomas, Heather Smith. “Stamp
Them.” Western Cowman.
July-August 2011. 11 Dec.
2013. <WWwWWw.westerncow-
man.com>.

The Installation of the
2014 Board of Directors

The annual Christmas
Tea with the installation of the
2014 Board of Directors was
held on Thursday afternoon, De-
cember 5, from 3:00—5:00 P. M.
at the Kate Lobrano House,
home of the Hancock County
Historical Society at 108 Cue
Street, Bay Saint Louis.

After a few opening re-
marks,  Executive  Director
Charles Gray welcomed Chan-
cery Clerk Tim Kellar, who ex-
plained the restoration of the
Hancock County Record of
Marks and Brands book. Both he
and Charles related personal sto-
ries and histories as testaments to
the true value of such a record.

Afterwards Mr. Kellar
complimented the Society for the
work the members have done in
preserving the history of Han-
cock County and charged the
newly elected Board of Directors
to continue these efforts. The
officers for the coming year are
John Gibson, president; Tina
Richardson, first vice president;
Sally Lindsley, second vice pres-
ident; Pat Fuchs, treasurer; Betty
Krieger, secretary; Jackie Allain,
historian; Ellis Cuevas, publicity
chairman; and Jerry Zimmerman,
member at large.
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NEW MEMBERS

Chris Estrade
Diamondhead, MS

Anthony and DiAnn Sones
Diamondhead, MS

Mark Terminology

Crop Each of the terms at the left
Overslope refers to one of many dif-
Sawset ferent cuts made into an
Splice animal’s ear (s). These
Split cuts could be made in ei-
Staplefork ther ear or both. When rec-
Swallowfork orded in the book, the mark
Underbit might be written to read
Undersquare “swallowfork, sawset, split,
Uppersquare and two underbits.”

Marsha Buras
985-285-4690
mbras24@yahoo.com

Sue Layel
228-224-2559
layels@aol.com

Search homes

: WWW.mississippi
instantly at

coastsue.com

Century 21 of Diamondhead

Countryside Antiques

Est. 1978
Mike Mayo - Tom Cottom
Wavelond, MS 39576-2618 228-467-2338/Cell 228-493-7264
Wednesday-Saturday 10-5 antiqueswavelond@ool.com
www.csanfiques.com

151 Highway 90

Pictured front row L.
to R.— John Gibson,
president; Tina Rich-
ardson, first vice
president, Sally
Lindsley, second vice
president; Betty
Krieger,  secretary;
Jackie Allain, histori-
an.

Second row L. to R.
— Pat Fuchs, treasur-
er; Ellis Cuevas, pub-
licity chairman; Jerry
Zimmerman, member
at large.

Third row— Charles
Gray, Executive Di-
rector
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L.L. Lee, Author
Taxing Tallula, The Sisters: ZACH BUI'IERWORI‘H

Lost in Brooklyn, Found in San Antonio HEsSE & BUTTERWORTH. PLLC
)

Murder by the Bayou ATTORNEYS AT LAW
Amazon, Kindle, bn.com, bookstores
lee373 1 @bellsouth.net 5401-B | Hue B Py, (228) 255-7500
. A - NDIAN HIiLL BDLVD. M. o
amazon.com/author/lllee DiamonoHEAD, MS 39525 Fax (228) 255-9009

These books may be purchased locally at Bay Books, . ,
131 Main St., Bay St. Louis. Licensed in LA & MS

Computer Repair

1004 Memoriall B vd

hardware - software - data recovery P.0.Box418] » ’
. Picayune, MS 39466 -
virus removal - system tune-up ‘ E
(367
- all work guaranteed - 800.354.FORD(3673

Ofc. 601.798.62028
Fax 601.799.0202

Marianne Pluim
228.467.5823 228.229.8441
marianne.webmaster@gmail.com MLS B

Established
1949

MICHAEL REEVES ARCHITECTS, PLLC
AlA, CSI CDT, NCARB, LEED AP BD+C

FAMILY PORT RAl l b BAY SAINT LOUIS, MS 39520

Thee bowt gl foe tanee whon Aave o oo sotos of cuadiog hotosy tnlay !

PHONE: 228-493-2513
b ,:':0';‘ - EMAIL: MBEEVESARCHITECTEGMAILCOM
\
) ":'m..q’"'.:n, NEW RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL DESIGN
y 671, Th . h RENOVATION OF RESIDENTIAL, GOVERNMENTAL, COMMERCIAL,
e next time the MEDICAL AND INDUSTRIAL BUILDINGS
famnil th 1 trait ADVOCATE FOR “NOT SO BIG" RESIDENTIAL DESIGN
mily gatners, pian a porirail HISTORIC RENOVATION AND REMODELING

SUSTAINABLE DESIGN ~ LEED, ENERGY STAR
BUILDING INFORMATION MODEL (BIM) DESIGN
3D BUILDING RENDERING AND WALK-THROUGHS
CONTRACT CONSTRUCTION DOCUMENTATION
225+ PROJECTS COMPLETED OVER 35 YEARS

Todd N. Thritfiley

Attorney at Law ————

Phone: (228) 467-2400

Call (228) 671-9065 and schedule a
family portrait with BR Hawkins
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AMERICAN LEGION POST #139

INOID GLORY BAY SAINT LOUIS, MS. %3

mase N0 ThE TRIL
_-,‘ I\ Fampow 18

645 GREEN MEADOW RD. m]}’iﬁlﬂw
- : . A A

HALL RENTAL—$550 ré
FOR COMMERCIAL

BUSINESSES and NON-MEMBERS

CLUBHOUSE RENTAL—$200 FOR
POST 139 MEMBERS

$300 FOR NON-LEGION

$400 FOR POST 139 MEMBERS MEMBERS

FOR MEMBERSHIP 8 CALL 228-467-7100

RAYMOND JAMES

Raymond James Financial Sesvices, Inc., Member NASD/SIPC

John “Corky” Hadden PLACE YOUR AD HERE.
837 A Hwy. 90 228.466.9888
Bay St. Louis, MS 39520 888.465.9968
www.rjf.com Fax: 228.466.9978

email: corky.hadden@raymondjames.com

READ! ESCAPE! ENJOY'!

Jean Ann’s BOOKS BY PAUL LA VIOLETTE

v 3 Fashion Express
Ladies Apparel—Jewelry— Giftware

“Best kept secret in
Old Town Bay St. Louis”

Featuring Collections by
Maurice Milleur Pewter, Victoria Lynn Swarovski Crystal,
Victoria Cross Vintage, Handcrafted metal by Deborah
DeGraw, Earth Dreams, Keren Hart, and much more!

| Wikite Egret In
Tlre Shallows

Inside Maggie May’s Jean Ann Thriffiley
126 Main St. 228-332-5326
Old Town Bay St. Louis
$30.00
ALL BOOKS AVAILABLE
Visit our website: Bay St. Louis Old Town Ms Gulf Coast— AT THE HANCOCK COUN-
TY HISTORICAL $20.00

Fashion Express
SOCIETY
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A< Merrill Lynch
Y450 Wealth Management

SteV.e B..Trel.ltel, (;FM B ay ( o&a 999
Senior Financial Advisor ¥ B S Low M
e wtoric ay ouis §.
Mississippi Gulf Coast Rantal
(228) 385-6307 Vacation
Do, o & S i e tene] brkeroalon i mosben SIPC. ] cxher e 305 Main

ies of Bank of America Corporation. All rights reserved.
AD-06-12-0048 ARSOT2V1-10-11 Code 453007PM-0612

www.vrbo.com (ID #313124 & 400259) 228-466-4793

MANIERI

REAL ESTATE, Lic

Serving Bay St. Louis, Waveland & Pass Christian Area
Sales, Rentals, Vacation Rentals, Full Property Management

SUE ASHMAN 418 Highway 90

ABR, CRS, GRI, SRS Waveland, MS 39576
BROKER

MANIERI REAL ESTATE, LLC
517 Ulman Ave., Bay St. Louis, MS
Joey Manieri/Broker
manierij@bellsouth.net
228-216-5750, Fax: 228-466-4794

Office: (228) 467-5454 Cell: (228) 216-7864
Fax: (228) 466-4561 Email: sueashman@aol.com
www.Ashman-Mollere.com

John E. Harris, GRI

SOLD REALTOR"

Bay St Louis:
412 Hwy 90
228-466-4498

CoardnerRealtors.com

SOUTHGROUP

GULF COAST

Cell (228)493-4111 Fax (228)466-0876
Toll Free (800) 892-1602

jharms@GardnerRealtors.com

1021 Highway 90
Bay St. Louis, MS 39520-1524

[E Home Grown « Locally Owned « Internationally Known @

» We offer Personal, Business, Life
and Health Insurance

+ We help our clients save

Diamondhead: money and get more value

5400 Indian Hill '
228-467-2272 + We are Trusted Choice

and have been awarded the
Best Practices Designation.

Charles B. Benvenutti

Certified Public Accountant

a5 Charles B. Benvenutti, CPA, PA
831 Highway 90
www.southgroupgulfcoast.com P.O.Box 2639 228-467-1402
central fax: 888-415-8922 Bay St. Louis, MS Fax 228-467-2594

39521-2639 E-mail: Chuck@Benvenutticpa.com
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