
COMING EVENTS AT  

LOBRANO HOUSE 

 

 The monthly luncheon meet-

ing will be held on Thursday, 

June 19, 2014, at noon at the 

Kate Lobrano House.  Guest 

speaker for the program will be 

Russell Guerin, who will dis-

cuss his new book Early Han-

cock County, A Few of Her Peo-

ple and Some of Their Stories. 

Reservations are required  and 

may be made by calling 467-

4090.  Respectfully we must 

insist that you please call by 

noon on Wednesday, June 18, 

2014, to make your reservation, 

to help us plan seating which is 

limited to forty-eight people, 

and to apprise us of the number 

for whom to prepare.  The price 

of the lunch is $10.00. 

June 2014 
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FORD’S FORT 
 

By 

Russell B. Guerin 

 

 Believed to be the oldest 

house in the Pearl River valley, 

the John Ford house, also 

known as Ford’s Fort, figures 

very prominently in early Mis-

sissippi history.  It was built in 

1800 as the home of a distin-

guished pioneer who had chosen 

a site on what was known as the 

Federal Road.  The Pearl River 

flows close by.   

 The nearest village is 

Sandy Hook, on Highway 35, 

south of Columbia, and just north 

of the state line.  The house itself 

can be reached by way of a coun-

ty road, and so it is a good idea to 

have directions in advance if one 

should plan to visit. 

 Besides being a farmer, 

John Ford was a preacher who 

held regular services at his church 

and encouraged his slaves to at-

tend.  He was also a person of 

great influence in the Mississippi 

Territory; it was his home that 

was the meeting place in 1816 of 

representatives of fifteen counties 

who came to join forces in asking 

for Mississippi statehood.  The 

representative from Hancock 

County was Thomas Anderson. 

www.hancockcountyhistoricalsociety.com 

The home of John Ford 

RUSSELL’S WORK  

CONTINUES 

 

 Ever diligent, Russell 

Guerin continues to probe through 

courthouse records and files.  Re-

cently in looking for the original 

probate record standing files at the 

courthouse, he discovered two relat-

ed books, which date from 1853 and 

cover some period of the Civil War.  

One is the Treasurer’s Reports and 

Probate Records, and the other is 

the Probate Minutes Book.  Current-

ly he is in the process of writing syn-

opses of the records contained in 

each book. 



ly crumbled into red dust.  The 

bottoms of the chimneys have 

been cemented over, and some 

of the weather boards are loose, 

but still the hand-hewn timbers 

show their axe marks and invoke 

a certain reverence. 

 The appearance is one of 

strength, and it is evident that 

care is given to this piece of 

Mississippi history.  It is some-

times open to visitors for a nom-

inal fee, but arrangements should 

be made in advance.  A call to 

Marion County at 601-444-0202 

is suggested.   

 

 

THOMAS ANDERSON 
HANCOCK COUNTY’S 

REPRESENTATIVE TO 

THE CONVENTION FOR 

STATEHOOD 

 

From Louisiana’s Loss,  

Mississippi’s Gain  

by  Robert G. Scharff 

 

Edited by  

Eddie Coleman 

 

 On October 29, 1816, 

delegates from [fifteen] counties 

of the Mississippi Territory as-

sembled at John Ford’s house on 

the Pearl River, in Marion Coun-

ty, for the purpose of “conferring 

on the subject of admission of 

the Mississippi Territory into the 

Union, as a free, sovereign and 

independent state…” (Carter, 

1937B).  Hancock County’s rep-

resentative, Thomas Anderson, 

was appointed to serve on a 

committee to draft and report on 

a petition to the United States 

Congress, “praying that the Mis-

sissippi Territory be admitted 
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LOBRANO HOUSE  

HOURS 

 

MONDAY   —  FRIDAY        
10:00AM  —  3:00PM 

Closed:  12:00—1:00 (lunch) 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

“TO PRESERVE THE GENERAL 

AND ARCHITECTURAL HISTORY 

OF HANCOCK COUNTY AND TO 

PRESERVE THE KATE LOBRANO 

HOUSE AND COLLECTIONS 

THEREIN; TO RESEARCH AND IN-

TERPRET LIFE IN HANCOCK 

COUNTY; AND TO ENCOURAGE 

AN APPRECIATION OF AND IN-

TEREST IN HISTORICAL PRESER-

VATION.” 
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 Although the Federal 

Road consisted of a cleared strip 

with a few wagon ruts, the Ford 

place was strategically placed.  

In 1814, when General Andrew 

Jackson marched his army to-

ward New Orleans to confront 

the British invasion, he took the 

high ground along that road.  

After crossing the Pearl, he 

elected to rest for a short period 

at the Ford house.  A story is 

told that the Reverend Ford al-

lowed Jackson to occupy the 

main bedroom only after the 

general committed not to use 

profanity in the house. 

 Ford is recorded to have 

had thousands of acres and hun-

dreds of slaves on a plantation 

that straddled the 31st parallel 

demarcating Mississippi and 

Louisiana.  He chose the Missis-

sippi side for his home because 

he wanted his slaves to learn to 

read and write, which was con-

trary to Louisiana law at the 

time. 

 The house is indeed an 

imposing structure even today.  

To have built it two hundred 

years ago from available raw 

materials with slave labor was 

certainly the stuff of real pioneer 

courage.  It is not without a feel-

ing of awe that one walks those 

acres in present day. 

 The house is still sturdy, 

but beginning to show its age.  It 

has a brick ground floor with a 

weather-boarded second level 

above.  Giant chimneys flank the 

sides while a veranda overlooks 

the field. 

The remains of a large dugout 

rest below.  Some of the lower 

rows of bricks, made from local 

clay by slave labor, have partial-



 the United States, vol. VI; 

 Mississippi Territory.  Wash-

 ington. GPO. 

Scharff, Robert G.  Louisiana’s Loss, 

 Mississippi’s Gain:  Law-

 renceville, VA:  Brunswick 

 Pub. Co., 1999. 

 

 
 

Did You Know This about 

Hancock County 

 

By 

Scott Bagley 

 

 Did you know that the 

Hancock County Historical Soci-

ety has on display a hurricane 

ball retrieved by a local resident 

following Hurricane Betsy in 

1965?  “Hurricane Balls,” as 

they are called in South Missis-

sippi but also known as Betsy 

balls, beach balls, drift balls, 

grass balls, marsh balls, sea 

balls, vegetable balls, buffalo 

balls, and whale burps, have 

been the subject of many conver-

sations on the Gulf Coast for 

decades.  These curious balls 

have been found all over the 
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into the Union as a free, sover-

eign and independent [s]tate, 

with her present limits.” 

 The following morning, 

after the completed petition was 

read several times to the assem-

bled Convention, a motion was 

made to amend the document by 

changing the request for admis-

sion into the Union “without di-

vision” to admission [s]ubject to 

division by a line running up the 

middle of Mobile Bay and Mo-

bile [R]iver, to the confluence of 

the Tombigby and Alabama [R]

ivers; thence along the dividing 

ridge between the waters of said 

rivers on a direction to intersect 

the southern boundary line of the 

state of Tennessee,...and for the 

east and west divisions produced 

by such line to be respectively 

erected into states as soon as 

each division shall contain thirty

-five thousand inhabitants.”  

 Anderson was one of on-

ly four delegates who voted for 

the amendment.  The others were 

also from counties along the 

Pearl River.  Later that after-

noon, the convention voted once 

again, this time for the petition 

itself, without the amendment.  

The same four Pearl River coun-

ties were the only ones who vot-

ed against it.  Their delegates 

received permission to enter the 

following protest in the Journal 

of the Convention:  “We, the 

delegates of Lawrence, Pike, 

Marion, and Hancock counties, 

conceive it a duty we owe our 

constituents, to protest against 

the memorial as received and 

adopted by the majority of this 

convention, praying for our ad-

mission with our present limits.” 

 Anderson also voted 

against a motion to elect a spe-

cial delegate from the Mississip-

pi Territory to promote the ob-

jectives of the convention.  The 

motion passed, however, [ten] to 

[five]. 

 He was then appointed to 

a committee to draft an address 

to the citizens of those counties 

not able to send representatives 

to the convention, sending them 

a copy of the petition developed 

by the convention and recom-

mending that each of these coun-

ties hold meetings to aid the con-

vention’s purpose. 

 The Territorial Legisla-

ture authorized a census in the 

fall of 1816 for the purpose of 

showing that the Territory was 

eligible for admission into the 

Union.  The Secretary of the 

Territorial Legislature estimated 

the population of Hancock 

County to be 1000, assuming 

666 to be white and 334 to be 

black. 
SOURCES: 

 
Carter, Clarence E. and Bloom, John P. 

 (1937B).  Territorial papers of 

This hurricane ball discovered after Hurricane Betsy in 1965 is on loan 

to the Historical Society by member Ames Kergosien. 



world’s coastlines and are com-

posed of plant fibers native to 

whatever coastline from which 

they were generated. 

 Created apparently 

through continual and strong 

submerged wave action common 

to hurricanes, most of the balls 

found along the Gulf Coast are 

composed mostly of compacted 

and woven marsh grass.  Some 

balls, however, have contained 

material such as fishing line, 

snail egg casings, pine needles, 

seaweed, or twigs.  The balls 

come in many sizes.  Small balls 

range in size from 4.0 to 11.0 cm 

diameter.  Large balls can be 

slightly larger than a standard 

basketball of 24.8 cm diameter.  

The one on display at the Histor-

ical Society is about the size of 

two basketballs. 

 While they are fascinat-

ing artifacts, these balls are also 

symptoms of an unhealthy marsh 

and a warning sign that our wet-

lands are in distress.  Hurricanes 

are known to impact and deform 

marshes, and the recent large 

hurricanes are certainly no ex-

ception.  These massive storms 

strip exposed vegetation and 

scour the substrate, peeling up 

marsh strips from which the hur-

ricane balls are formed. 

 The Historical Society 

has only the one hurricane ball 

from Betsy for display purposes.  

Subsequent hurricanes (including 

Katrina) created many more 

balls, and some of these can be 

viewed at the Gunter Library at 

the Gulf Coast Research Lab in 

Ocean Springs.  This author 

hopes that these “curious ob-

jects” on display become true 

relics of what came before and 
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that conditions rarely present 

themselves again for their new 

creation. 

 
SOURCES: 

 

Shaw, Joyce M.  Note on the Natural 

 and Cultural History of Hurri-

 cane Balls.  Gulf and Caribbe-

 an Research: Vol. 21, 79-81, 

 2009. 

“Wetland Loss/’Betsy Balls.’”  Louisi-

 ana Wetlands.  20 May 2014 

 <http://www.wilde-lab.com/

 courses/wetlands/research/

 bballs.htm>. 

NEW MEMBERS 

 

Andrew & Kathleen  

Martinolich III 

Livermore, CO 

 

Mary-Miles Higgins Walker 

Bay Saint Louis, MS 

 

BOOKS FOR SALE AT  

LOBRANO HOUSE 

 

Bay Saint Louis:  Celebrating the First 300 Years 

By the HCHS ($15.00) 
A nostalgic keepsake of the city’s history includ-

ing descriptions and pictures of many of the his-

toric buildings and houses especially those along 
Beach Boulevard prior to Katrina 

 

Blueberry Peaches, 

Red Robin Pie 
By Stella LaViolette 

and Paul Estronza La Violette ($25.00) 
An annotated cookbook of Gulf Coast recipes 

 

Early Hancock County:  A Few of Her People and 

Some of Their Stories  

By Russell B. Guerin ($29.95) 

 

Gulf Coast Album 
A Journey in Historic Photographs 1899-2011 

From New Orleans across the Mississippi Gulf 

Coast to Mobile 
By Charles Sullivan  ($40.00) 

 

Holly 

By Paul La Violette ($20.00) 
An intriguing anthology of tales of a tomcat living 

in a beach house on the Gulf Coast 
 

 

One Dog, Two Dogs, Three Dogs, Four… 

By Paul La Violette ($20.00) 

Twice told tales of several dogs living in a beach 
house on the Gulf Coast 

 

Scrapbook of Treasured Memories 

By Connie Heitzmann and Betty Stechmann 
($20.00) 

A book of art, photography, and reminiscence of 

the Gulf Coast 
 

Sink or Be Sunk 

By Paul La Violette ($30.00) 
A recounting of the naval battle in the Mississippi 

Sound preceding the Battle of New Orleans in 

1812 

 

The Way to Stone Hill 

By Paul LaViolette ($20.00) 

Stories of relocating after fleeing a vicious storm 
 

West Side Stories 

Before, During, and After on Mississippi’s 

West Coast 
Photographs and Commentary by  

Vicki Niolet and Betty Stechmann ($28.00) 

A Pictorial of our homes and communities in Pass 
Christian, Bay st. Louis, Waveland, Lakeshore, 

and Clermont Harbor 
 

A White Egret in the Shallows 

By Paul La Violette ($20.00) 

Stories revealing the ambiance and wonder of 
coastal living 

 

PLEASE ADD $3.00 SHIPPING  FOR THE 

FIRST BOOK ($1.50 EACH ADDITIONAL 

BOOK) ON MAIL ORDERS. 

ANNUAL CEMETERY 

TOUR 

 

 Even though October is 

still several months away, it’s 

not too early to begin thinking 

about and planning the Han-

cock County Historical Society 

Annual Cemetery Tour.  It will 

be held on Halloween night, 

Friday, October 31, 2014, at 

Cedar Rest Cemetery on Sec-

ond Street in Bay Saint Louis.  

We will need volunteers to help 

prepare the cemetery for the 

tour (mark the path, etc.), to 

portray citizens buried there, to 

act as guides, and to serve at the 

Lobrano House.  
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Support the  

Hancock County  

Historical Society 

by placing your business 

ad here. 

The Sisters:  Ten Days in Sicily 
(Sisters Series) 

By L.L. Lee 
 

A humorous, mystery novel set in  

Louisiana, post-Katrina Bay Saint  

Louis, and Sicily. 

 

Available at Bay Books, Amazon.com,  

Kindle 

 

Contact Lee3731@bellsouth.net or 

Amazon.com/author/lllee 

AD PRICES 

Ads run for one year. 

 

1/8 page (business card size)—$100 

1/4 page—$150 

1/2 page—$200 

1 page—$275 
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Jean Ann’s 

Fashion Express 
Ladies Apparel—Jewelry— Giftware 

Jean Ann Thriffiley 

228-332-5326 
 

“Best kept secret in  

Old Town Bay St. Louis” 

  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

READ!  ESCAPE!  ENJOY! 

SUPPORT YOUR HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

BOOKS BY  

PAUL LAVIOLETTE AVAIL-

ABLE AT THE HANCOCK 

COUNTY HISTORICAL 

$25.00 

$20.00 

$20.00 

$30.00 

$20.00 

$20.00 

 

Featuring Collections by 
Maurice Milleur Pewter, Victoria Lynn Swarovski Crystal,  

Victoria Cross Vintage, Handcrafted metal by Deborah 

DeGraw, Earth Dreams, Keren Hart, and much more! 

Visit our website: Bay St. Louis Old Town Ms Gulf Coast—

Fashion Express 

Inside Maggie May’s 

126 Main St. 

Old Town Bay St. Louis 

 

 

PLACE YOUR AD HERE. 

SIXTH EDITION—(EDITIONS 1-5 SOLD OUT) 

 

 

BUY: 

MOONSHINE:  Secret Nationwide Delivery Map 

AL SAUCIER.COM      VENDORS 

BAY BOOKS: 228-463-2688 

KILN 

 

 

For only $100 per year, 
your ad could appear here. 
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 305 Main 

 

Steve B. Treutel 

Senior Financial Advisor 

Mississippi Gulf Coast 

(228) 385-6307 

Merrill Lynch Wealth Management makes available products and services offered by Merrill Lynch, 

Pierce, Fenner & Smith incorporated, a registered broker-dealer and member SIPC, and other subsidar-

ies of Bank of America Corporation.  All rights reserved. 

AD-06-12-0048 ARSOT2V1-10-11 Code 453007PM-0612 228-466-4793 
 

www.vrbo.com (ID #313124 & 400259) 

 

MANIERI REAL ESTATE, LLC 

501 C Main St., Bay St. Louis, MS 

Joe Manieri/Broker 

manierij@bellsouth.net 

228-216-5750, FAX:  228-466-4794 
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