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COMING EVENTS AT
LOBRANO HOUSE

The monthly luncheon meeting
will be held on Thursday, July 17,
2014, at noon at the Kate Lobrano
House. Guest speaker for the pro-
gram will be Sheila Cork, Librarian
at the New Orleans Museum of
Art. Ms. Cork will speak on re-
nowned artist Richmond Barthé
and his art. Reservations are re-
quired and may be made by call-
ing 467-4090. Respectfully we
must insist that you please call by
noon on Wednesday, June 18,
2014, to make your reservation, to
help us plan seating which is lim-
ited to forty-eight people, and to
apprise us of the number for whom
to prepare. The price of the lunch
is $10.00.

ANNUAL CEMETERY
TOUR

Even though October is still
several months away, it’s not too
early to begin thinking about and
planning the Hancock County His-
torical Society Annual Cemetery
Tour. The 21st Annual Cemetery
Tour will be held on Halloween
night, Friday, October 31, 2014, at
Cedar Rest Cemetery on Second
Street in Bay Saint Louis. We will
need volunteers to help prepare the
cemetery for the tour (mark the
path, etc.), to portray citizens buried
there, to act as guides, and to serve
at the Lobrano House. To volun-
teer, please call 228-467-4090.

The Battle of Lake Borgne
Early maps of the waters off Hancock County and early deed descriptions of the lands
adjacent to these waters indicate that Lake Borgne extended eastward to the mouth of
the Bay of Saint Louis.

THE BATTLE
OF THE
BAY OF SAINT LOUIS

By
Eddie Coleman

The War of 1812 is the
last time that a foreign army in-
vaded United States soil. Brit-
ish forces arrived in great force
along the eastern seaboard, and
because of the importance of the
port of New Orleans which con-
trolled the Mississippi River,
authorities knew it was only a

matter of time until British naval
forces tried to take it.

In early December 1814
U. S. Commodore Daniel T. Pat-
terson, commanding the New Or-
leans station, received a letter
from Pensacola that British war-
ships were in the area. As a re-
sult, he dispatched “five gunboats,
one tender, and a dispatch boat to
the passes Mariana and Christia-
na” to observe British action in
the Mississippi Sound. Com-
mander Patterson ordered Thomas
A. P. Catesby Jones to place his
boats outside the Rigolets and not
to remain too long anchored in
one place.
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Accordingly, Lt. Jones
sent two gunboats, one under
command of Lt. Isaac M’Keever
and one under the command of
Sailing Master George Ulrick, to
Dauphin Island to check on
things there while he and the

other gunboats patrolled the
Mississippi  Sound. Anchored
within Dauphin Island,

M’Keever and Ulrick observed a
couple of British warships at sea.
Deciding to follow the route of
the vessels westward, the com-
manders of the gunboats quite
ingeniously sailed within the
barrier islands of the Mississippi
Sound. Such a stratagem was
possible because these gunboats
drew less water than the British
warships and could, therefore,
sail in the shallower water of the
Sound. They stayed parallel to
and kept an eye on the passage

Lt. Thomas A.P. Catesby Jones
(Lt. Jones’ name is also found spelled
Thomas ap Catesby Jones. The capital-
ization of “A.P.” comes from his signa-
ture on his official report of the Battle
of Lake Borgne.)

of the warships in the Gulf, the
islands offering cover for the
Americans.

As they passed Biloxi,
the two US gunboats joined Lt.
Jones and the other three gun-
boats and continued toward Lake
Borgne. As the small American
force moved toward the eastern
tip of Cat Island, one can imag-
ine their surprise at discovering
the British fleet had increased so
large as to be insurmountable by
their small flotilla of gunboats.
This British naval force of more
than twelve hundred troops and
forty-five launches and barges
with forty-three cannon among
them was commanded by Cap-
tain Nicholas Lockyer. The
small American flotilla contin-
ued westward to Pass Marianne.
Here they anchored and
“received provisions from the
bay St. Louis.” While here, the
crew of 182 men with a total of
twenty-three cannon readied
their gunboats for an attack.

Fearing that military sup-
plies stored in the village of Bay
St. Louis would fall into British
hands, Lt. Jones sent the U. S.
schooner Seahorse into the bay
on the afternoon of December 13
under the command of Sailing
Master William Johnson. His
orders were to remove or destroy
these supplies. The British com-
mand initially sent three vessels
to prevent the Seahorse from
accomplishing its mission.

All of the activity on the
water drew concerned and curi-
ous citizens of the village to the
shores of the bay. A young John
Baptiste Toulme, who was later
elected mayor of BSL and who
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was the son of the original J. B.
Toulme who had fled from Haiti
because of the slave uprising
there, had gathered with a group
of locals on the bluff at Ulman
Ave. to observe the activity. An
elderly woman from Natchez
who was visiting a local health
resort in the city, Mrs. Isabella
Hutchins Claiborne, was quoted
as saying, “Will no one fire a
shot in defense of our country?”
At this query the young Mr.
Toulme took his cigarette and
lighted a nearby cannon. The
ball landed close to the ap-
proaching British fleet, whose
commanders assumed there were

A,,/'*_‘\-»;/ "\

strong American defense forces
in the bay. They retaliated by
returning fire. Attacked by Brit-
ish fire, Johnson managed to
hold out for a short time with
support from shore. The volley
of grapeshot from the Seahorse
repelled the three British attack
boats which withdrew momen-
tarily only to be joined soon af-
terward by four others. This
force of seven British barges was
enough to cause Johnson to
make his ultimate decision: to
set fire to his ship and provisions
to prevent their being captured.
Later, in the afternoon of
December 13, Lt. Jones decided

As it turns out, Mrs. Claiborne was the sister-in-law of WCC Claiborne.
A letter written by Laura Eugenie Florian, from New Orleans the day
after the Battle of New Orleans, to her friend Lydia Latrobe Roosevelt in
New Jersey, gives more information about their mutual friend, Mrs.
Claiborne. According to Ms. Florian Mrs. Claiborne was quite frail, yet
she was able to carry cartridges to soldiers fighting from the shores of
the Bay of St. Louis. This account suggests that there was more military
activity on the shore of the Bay than mentioned by Jones in his official
report.

This map (1815) is
part of a larger map
contained in the
book Historical
Memoir of the War
in West Florida and
Louisiana in 1814-
1815. It’s quite
easy to see that at
one time the eastern
boundary of Lake
Borgne extended at
least to the mouth
of the Bay of Saint
Louis. One may
also see the British
ships anchored be-
tween Ship and Cat
Islands.

to move his vessels into Lake
Borgne headed toward the
Rigolets and Fort Petite Coquille
located on the side of Lake Pont-
chartrain. Unfortunately the
winds were not with him and the
boats, including the USS Alliga-
tor, were forced to ground in the
channel of Malheureaux Island
about 1:00 A. M. on Dec. 14.
The USS Alligator was ultimate-
ly captured and could not help
the United States thwart the Brit-
ish attack.

In his official report to
Commandant Daniel Todd Pat-
terson detailing the events of the
Battle of Lake Borgne, Jones de-
scribed the defense mechanism
he and his fellow officers de-
vised to face such an intimidat-
ing force as the British warships.
They decided to lash the boats
together across the channel on
the western end of Malheureux
Island and make their stand
there. Initially they were success-
ful in defending their position,
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but unfortunately their gunboats
began to drift, and the British
were able to defeat the small U.
S. command. The entire battle
lasted about two and a half
hours.

Nonetheless, there were
successes by the U. S. Navy.
The sailors were able to repel an
advance force of the enemy, kill-
ing or wounding nearly every
officer and sinking two of the
three advance boats. Another
four British boats tried the same
maneuver, but were also repelled
by the Americans. Unfortunate-
ly, Jones was severely wounded
in this second skirmish and had
to leave the deck, giving com-
mand to Master’s-mate George
Parker. Although fighting gal-
lantly to defend his boat, Mr.
Parker was severely wounded,
and the British took command of
his gunboat. As a result, the ene-
my used this gunboat to open fire
upon the Americans, who quick-
ly succumbed to the superior
force of the British Navy. Ulti-
mately, there were six Americans
killed and thirty-five wounded;
the British lost seventeen killed
and ninety-four wounded.

At first glance the skir-
mish at the mouth of the Bay of
St. Louis might seem to be an
unimportant event in the War of
1812. Moreover, the Battle of
Lake Borgne may appear to be
insignificant. Ultimately the
contrary has proven true. The
two altercations delayed the Brit-
ish warships on their journey to
New Orleans for the Battle of
New Orleans and gave Andrew
Jackson and his forces time to
arrive in and establish fortifica-
tions at the Chalmette Battlefield

for the final military action in the
War of 1812.
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New Monthly Magazine. Dec.
1864-May 1865: 171.

Florian, Laura Eugenie. Letter to Lyd-
ia Latrobe Roosevelt. 9 Janu-
ary 1815. Catalogued and an-
notated by Jason Wiese. Wil-
liams Research Center. The
Historic New Orleans Collec-
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Memoir of the War in West
Florida and Louisiana in 1814
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A. Smith. Gainesville, FL:
University Press of Florida,
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Territory in the War of 1812.
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NEW MEMBERS

Herb "Buddy" Klein
Hattiesburg, MS

Ronald A. Ladner
Bay Saint Louis, MS

PLEASE VOLUNTEER TO
HELP WITH THE 21ST AN-
NUAL CEMETERY TOUR.
CALL 228-467-4090.

BOOKS FOR SALE AT
LOBRANO HOUSE

Bay Saint Louis: Celebrating the First 300 Years
By the HCHS ($15.00)
A nostalgic keepsake of the city’s history includ-
ing descriptions and pictures of many of the his-
toric buildings and houses especially those along
Beach Boulevard prior to Katrina

Blueberry Peaches,
Red Robin Pie
By Stella LaViolette
and Paul Estronza La Violette ($25.00)
An annotated cookbook of Gulf Coast recipes

Early Hancock County: A Few of Her People and
Some of Their Stories
By Russell B. Guerin ($29.95)

Gulf Coast Album
A Journey in Historic Photographs 1899-2011
From New Orleans across the Mississippi Gulf
Coast to Mobile
By Charles Sullivan ($40.00)

Holly
By Paul La Violette ($20.00)
An intriguing anthology of tales of a tomcat living
in a beach house on the Gulf Coast

One Dog, Two Dogs, Three Dogs, Four ...
By Paul La Violette ($20.00)
Twice told tales of several dogs living in a beach
house on the Gulf Coast

Scrapbook of Treasured Memories
By Connie Heitzmann and Betty Stechmann
($20.00)
A book of art, photography, and reminiscence of
the Gulf Coast

Sink or Be Sunk
By Paul La Violette ($30.00)
A recounting of the naval battle in the Mississippi
Sound preceding the Battle of New Orleans in
1812

The Way to Stone Hill
By Paul LaViolette ($20.00)
Stories of relocating after fleeing a vicious storm

West Side Stories
Before, During, and After on Mississippi’s
West Coast
Photographs and Commentary by
Vicki Niolet and Betty Stechmann ($28.00)
A Pictorial of our homes and communities in Pass
Christian, Bay st. Louis, Waveland, Lakeshore,
and Clermont Harbor

A White Egret in the Shallows
By Paul La Violette ($20.00)
Stories revealing the ambiance and wonder of
coastal living

PLEASE ADD $3.00 SHIPPING FOR THE
FIRST BOOK ($1.50 EACH ADDITIONAL
BOOK) ON MAIL ORDERS.
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AD PRICES '“le S|8t0r8: The Sisters: Ten Days in Sicily

(Sisters Series)

Ads run for one year. e By LL Lee

A humorous, mystery novel set in
Louisiana, post-Katrina Bay Saint
Louis, and Sicily.

1/8 page (business card size)—$100

1/4 page—$150 |
1/2 page—$200 Available at Ba};g?r(l)((l)ll;s, Amazon.com,
1 page—$275

Contact Lee3731@bellsouth.net or
Amazon.com/author/lllee

Support the
Hancock County

Pic ayune MS 39466

Historical Society iy E

01(‘ 601.798. b?O?

by placing your business
ad here. - "“'!svf'_

lv

MICHAEL REEVES ARCHITECTS, PLLC

AlA, CSI CDT, NCARB, LEED AP BD+C
BAY SAINT LOUIS, MS 39520
PHONE: 228-493-2513
EMAIL: MREEVESARCHITECTEGMAILCOM

NEW RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL DESIGN
RENOVATION OF RESIDENTIAL, GOVERNMENTAL, COMMERCIAL,
MEDICAL AND INDUSTRIAL BUILDINGS
ADVOCATE FOR “NOT SO BIG" RESIDENTIAL DESIGN
HISTORIC RENOVATION AND REMODELING
SUSTAINABLE DESIGN ~ LEED, ENERGY STAR
BUILDING INFORMATION MODEL (BIM) DESIGN
3D BUILDING RENDERING AND WALK-THROUGHS
CONTRACT CONSTRUCTION DOCUMENTATION
225+ PROJECTS COMPLETED OVER 35 YEARS

Photography is a way of feeling, of touching,

of loving. What is caught on film
is captured forever.,. it remembers little things, TOdd N ﬂlrlfflley
long after you have forgotten everything, ——— Attorney at Law ———
Asron Stakind

Phone: (228) 467-2400
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SUE ASHMAN 418 Highway 90

ABR, CRS, GRI, SRS Waveland, MS 39576

BROKER e

For only $100 per year,
your ad could appear here.

Office: (228) 467-5454 Cell: (228) 216-7864
Fax: (228) 466-4561 Email: sueashman@aol.com
www.Ashman-Mollere.com

SIXTH EDITION—(EDITIONS 1-5 SOLD OUT)
JOHN "CORKY" HADDEN

Fmancial Advisor

RAYMOND JAMES"®
— INSIDE SOUTHERNIGULTURE
epmpmesiistylsayda Monon BUY: AL SAUCIER.COM VENDORS
' ay Saint Louis, Ve .
F 228.466.9978 corky nadden@raymond;ames com BAY BOOKS: 228-463-2688
http://www.RaymondJames.com KILN
Raymond James Financial Services, Inc. MOONSHINE: Secret Nationwide Delivery Map

R READ! ESCAPE! ENJOY!
Jean Ann's SUPPORT YOUR HISTORICAL SOCIETY

v 3 Fashion Express
Ladies Apparel—Jewelry— Giftware

“Best kept secret in
Old Town Bay St. Louis”

Featuring Collections by
Maurice Milleur Pewter, Victoria Lynn Swarovski Crystal,
Victoria Cross Vintage, Handcrafted metal by Deborah
DeGraw, Earth Dreams, Keren Hart, and much more!

Inside Maggie May’s Jean Ann Thriffiley
126 Main St. 228-332-5326
Old Town Bay St. Louis

BOOKS BY
PAUL LAVIOLETTE AVAIL-
ABLE AT THE HANCOCK $20.00
COUNTY HISTORICAL

Visit our website: Bay St. Louis Old Town Ms Gulf Coast—
Fashion Express
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A< Merrill Lynch
YD Wealth Management

ne 0! Arency Cweporsbon

Steve B. Treutel B aq ‘ o&a geg
Senior Financial Advisor " B St Lo M
e wtoric aq ouis §.
Mississippi Gulf Coast Rantal
(228) 385-6307 V
Pioree, Fonner & Smith incosporated,a regtered brakerdealor and momber SIPC, and afr subsdar- 305 Main

ies of Bank of America Corporation. All rights reserved.

AD-06-12-0048 ARSOT2V1-10-11 Code 453007PM-0612 www.vrbo.com (ID #313124 & 400259) 228-466-4793

MANIERI

REAL ESTATE, rLic
ZACH Bmwom Serving Bay St. Louis, Waveland & Pass Christian Area

Sales, Rentals, Vacation Rentals, Full Property Management

HESSE & BUTTERWORTH, PLLC

ATTORNEYS AT LAW MANIERI REAL ESTATE, LLC
501 C Main St., Bay St. Louis, MS
Joe Manieri/Broker
5401-B Inoan Hiw Buo. P. (228) 255-7500 manierij@bellsouth.net
DiamonpHEAD, MS 39525 Fax (228) 255-9009 228-216-5750, FAX: 228-466-4794
Licensed in LA & MS

John E. Harris, GRI

. REALTOR'
= SOLD
Bay St Louis:
412 Hwy 90
128-466-4498
CoardnerRealtors.com
\ SN BT n
SOUTHG ]-\Ol Il Cell (228)493-4111 Fax (228)466-0876
INSURANCE SERVICEY TO‘ Free (8@) 892_1602
GULE COAST jharris@GardnerRealtors.com
» We offer Personal, Business, Life 1021 Highway 90
and Health Insurance Bay St Louis, MS 39520-1524
[E Home Grown « Locally Owned « Internationally Known @

* We help our clients save
Diamondhead: money and get more value

5400 Indian Hill

28467227 o et e st 6 Charles B. Benvenutti

Best Practices Designation. Certified Public Accountant
o Charles B. Benvenutt, CPA, PA
‘ 831 Highway 90
www.southgroupgulfcoast.com P.O.Box 2639 228-467-1402
central fax: 888-415-8922 Bay St. Louis, MS Fax 228-467-2594

39521-2639 E-mail: Chuck@Benvenutticpa.com
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