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COMING EVENTS AT
LOBRANO HOUSE

The monthly luncheon meeting
will be held on Thursday, August
21, 2014, at noon at the Kate
Lobrano House. Guest speakers
for the program will be Else Mar-
tin, historian
of the Mississippi Maritime Muse-
um in Pascagoula, and Pat Keene,
president of the museum. Reserva-
tions are required and may be
made by calling 467-4090. Re-
spectfully we must insist that you
please call by noon on Wednes-
day, August 20, 2014, to make
your reservation, to help us plan
seating which is limited to forty-
eight people, and to apprise us of
the number for whom to prepare.
The price of the lunch is $10.00.

ANNUAL CEMETERY
TOUR

Even though October is still
a couple of months away, it’s time
to begin finalizing plans for the
Hancock County Historical Socie-
ty’s 21st Annual Cemetery Tour. It
will be held on Halloween night,
Friday, October 31, 2014, from 5:30
P. M. until 8:00 P. M. at Cedar Rest
Cemetery on Second Street in Bay
Saint Louis. We will need volun-
teers to help prepare the cemetery
for the tour (mark the path, etc.), to
portray citizens buried there, to act
as guides, and to serve at the Lobra-
no House. To volunteer, please call
228-467-4090.

A relaxed
Richmond Barthé in the 1930’s

RICHMOND BARTHE,
HANCOCK COUNTY’S
AMERICAN
SCULPTOR

by
Eddie Coleman

“All my life I have been inter-
ested in trying to capture the
spiritual quality I see in people,
and 1 feel that the human figure
as God made it, is the best
means of expressing this spirit
in man.”—Richmond Barthé

Barthé’s art reached the
height of its popularity
during the 1930’s-1940’s
and became less popular
in succeeding years
mainly because taste in
art changed from a tradi-
tional, more realistic
presentation in sculpture
to a less traditional ab-
stract form. Neverthe-
less, according to Ro-
mare Bearden and Harry
Henderson in their book,
A History of African-
American Artists,
“Barthé must be consid-
ered one of the most dis-
tinguished contributors to
American sculpture.”

A key figure in the Har-
lem Renaissance during the
1930’s, Richmond Barthé
(1901—1989) was a man who
endured and triumphed as he fol-
lowed his own star, a star that led
him to many parts of the world in
search of opportunities to express
the creative vision that marked his
presence in this life and, accord-
ing to Barthé, preceding lives.

Barthé often referred to
himself as an “Old Soul” who had
been here before. In discussing
his belief in reincarnation, he in-
sisted that during an earlier life he
was an artist who lived in Egypt.
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MISSION STATEMENT
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OF HANCOCK COUNTY AND TO
PRESERVE THE KATE LOBRANO
HOUSE AND COLLECTIONS
THEREIN; TO RESEARCH AND IN-
TERPRET LIFE
COUNTY; AND TO ENCOURAGE
AN APPRECIATION OF AND IN-
TEREST IN HISTORICAL PRESER-
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IN HANCOCK

He believed that he was an artist
in each earlier life and that he
would always be an artist. He
often wondered how else he
could have accumulated the ex-
periences and skills that he dis-
played in his more recently com-
pleted life.

Born in Bay Saint Louis,
MS, Barthé is a native son
whose statues in marble, bronze,
and stone are in museums and
private collections in France,
England, Germany, India, and a
half-dozen other foreign coun-
tries. His works are perma-
nently displayed in the Metro-
politan Museum and the Whit-
ney Museum in New York as
well as many other major muse-
ums in the United States. His

Richmiofd Barthé at
work#ifl his studio

great American eagle is used at
the entrance of the Social Securi-
ty Building in Washington, D. C.

Barth¢ won two Julius
Rosenwald Fellowships and two
Guggenheim Fellowships on
merit alone. He holds the Audu-
bon Artist Medal of Honor and
numerous awards and citations
from the American and National
Academy of Arts and Letters. In
addition he received awards for
interracial justice and honorary
degrees from Xavier and St.
Francis Universities. He also
received the Audubon Artists
Gold Medal in 1950.

With two honorary art
degrees, he once said that he did-
n’t get to high school because
his mother was a widow and he
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was taken out of the seventh grade
to help support the family. Mrs.
Marie Raboteau Barthé, his moth-
er, was a seamstress, and when
her son was small, she often put
him on the floor with pencil and
paper while she was at her tasks.

As he grew, beauty and
form always attracted him. His
pockets held pretty bits of broken
glass, sea shells, or a dried leaf of
unusual shape, and his one ambi-
tion was to be a painter, not a
sculptor.

During  the summer
months and on weekends, he
worked for the Harry S. Pond
family who had a summer home
on the corner of South Beach
Boulevard and Ballentine Street in
Bay Saint Louis. In 1917 when

he was sixteen years old, he
went to New Orleans with them
as a butler, and the family gave
him his first oil paints for a
Christmas gift.

“I had never seen an art-
ist at work,” Barthé remarked,
“and didn’t even know how to
apply oils to canvas.”  He
learned composition by copying
old masters from a volume of
reproductions which cost him a
hard-earned $25.00.

Lyle Saxon, author of
Fabulous New Orleans, discov-
ered his work and encouraged
him by posing and then criticiz-
ing the result. Occasionally Sax-
on sent him to the Delgado Art
Museum [now the New Orleans
Museum of Art] with a note, and

American Eagle
by Richmond Barthé
Social Security Building
Washington, DC

' ABfham Lincoln

By
Richmond Barthé

these few occasions gave Barthé
his first opportunity to see good
original pictures.

Barthé’s first exhibit was
at a church festival in New Orle-
ans. His life-size painting of the
Head of Christ so impressed Fa-
ther Harry Kane of Blessed Sac-
rament Parish that he helped
Barthé study at the Chicago Art
Institute.

His first attempt at sculp-
ture was in 1928 when he mod-
eled the heads of two friends just
as an experiment. He was re-
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Christ
By
Richmond Barthé

quested to exhibit these in a Chi-
cago art exhibit called “The Ne-
gro in Art.” These were repro-
duced on a New York magazine
cover, and Barthé was on his
road to fame as a sculptor

In February 1929, follow-
ing his graduation from The Art
Institute of Chicago, Barthé
moved to New York, where he
began to rise to stardom as a
sculptor. During the next two
decades, he would build a repu-
tation that would prove to be the
envy of many of his peers. The
1930’s and ‘40’s would see him
rise to great prominence. No
other sculptor in the United
States during this period received
higher praise for his work by
critics and more visibility in the
New York press.

In New York, Barthé es-
tablished his first studio in Har-

lem. He began to fraternize with
writers, dancers, and theater per-
sonalities soon after he arrived in
New York. His reputation as a
sculptor was generally known in
Harlem and was acclaimed by
philosopher/art  critic ~ Alain
Locke, who praised his sculpture
and regarded it as fresh and vi-
brant.

The theater had long in-
terested Barthé, and some of his
best known works were in this
field. As his commissions of
theater personalities increased,
he decided to move his studio
from Harlem to a larger, more
comfortable space downtown.
One New York critic said that
Barthé had the entire New York
theater to himself as a sculptor.
His model of Katherine Cornell
as “Juliet” is in a private collec-
tion in Argentina, and he mod-
eled Sir Lawrence Olivier, Dame
Judith Anderson, Sir John Giel-
gud, Maurice Evans, and Gypsy
Rose Lee among others.

Although his stated rea-
son for moving downtown was
motivated by his need to be ac-
cessible to his clients, another
reason was that he loved the the-
ater and wanted to be in the com-

pany of the stars of the
“legitimate” theater. Living
downtown also made Barthé

more available for invitations
and free tickets to theater and
dance performances.

Barthé once remarked,
“My work is finished mentally
before I ever go to the material.”
He had a photographic memory
and rarely asked an actor to pose.
He preferred to study his subjects
night after night from a chair in
the orchestra during the perfor-

mance. He believed an actor lived
on the stage, but in the studio he
was likely to become wooden.

In New York, Barthé expe-
rienced success after success. He
was considered by writers and
critics as one of the leading
“moderns” of this time. However,
the busy, tense environment in
which he found himself took its
toll, and he decided to abandon his
life of fame at the peak of his ca-
reer and move to Jamaica. Here
he remained for twenty productive
years. Away from the limelight,
he was in a place that, although
distant from his beloved Bay Saint
Louis, reminded him of the place
of his childhood. There he could
commune with nature and experi-
ence the beauty of the land.

In the mid-1960’s he left
Jamaica and spent the next five
years of his life in Switzerland,
Spain, and Italy before settling in
Pasadena, California. During his
last years he thought of returning
to painting but instead worked on

Seated Figure
By
Richmond Barthé
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his memoirs and resumed his
communication with his friends in
nature—the birds, bees, and other
living creatures that he could trust.

Unfortunately these last
years of Barthé’s life in Pasadena
were quite bleak. Art had brought
him fame and prominence, but
being the fickle mistress it can be,
it had brought him little financial
security.  Nonetheless, his art
caught the eye of actor James Gar-
ner, who became a close friend of
Barth¢é and a great admirer of his
work. Garner helped Barthé fi-
nancially; to repay the actor’s
generosity, Barthé sculpted a bust
of Garner, believed to be the
artist’s final work.

The significance of the art
and life of Richmond Barthé es-
tablishes a chapter in the history
of art in America. His poise, dig-
nity, intelligence, and esthetic sen-
sibility are all reflected in the
timeless monuments that he has
left for our enjoyment and appre-
ciation. These monuments,
Barthé’s sculptures, are from the

Paul Robeson
1975
By
Richmond Barthé
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heart, mind, and spirit of a man
who endured and who triumphed
as he followed his own star.

SOURCES:

“Barthé, Richmond.”  Wikipedia. 29
May 2008 14 pars. 22 May
2008 <http://en.wikipedia.org/
wiki/Richmond_Barth%C3
A9>.

Carrie.  “Barthé, Richmond
1901-1989.” Contemporary
Black Biography. 1977. En-
cyclopedia.com. 17 Jul.
2014<www.encyclopedia.com
Samella, Ph.D. Two Sculptors
Two Eras. Los Angeles: Lan-
dau/ Travelling Exhibittions,
1992.
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International Commission

In the late 1940’s the
country of Haiti commissioned
Richmond Barthé to create two
larger-than-life statues of two of’
its national heroes—Francois-
Dominique Toussaint L’QOuver-
ture and Jean-Jacques Dessa-
lines—and to design currency
(coins) for the nation.

L’Ouverture was born a
slave but began his military ca-
reer as a free man of color. He
was the leader of the 1791 slave
rebellion in the French colony of
Saint-Domingue.

Dessalines was a slave,
brought to the French colony of|
Saint-Domingue, where he later
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Barthé working on the statue of Toussaint
L’Ouverture, 1952

Statue of General Jean-Jacques Dessalines
sculpted by Richmond Barthé. It still stands
in Port-Au-Prince, Haiti, having survived the

earthquake in 2012.

joined in the slave rebellion led
by L’Ouverture. Proving himself|
a good military leader, he be-
came a lieutenant for L’ Ouver-
ture.

As a result of the rebel-
lion, L’ Ouverture named himself’
governor of the colony for life in
1801. However, he was removed
by soldiers of Napoleon and sent
to France where he died in 1803.

“This mural addresses the life and art of Bay St. Louis native Richmond Barthé
who achieved international acclaim during his lifetime. The project was sponsored
by the Renaissance Project and funded by a grant from the Mississippi Arts Com-
mission administered by the Gulf Coast Community Foundation.” Having survived
the fury of Hurricane Katrina undamaged, it couldn’t survive the wrecking ball.

Dessalines assumed con-
trol of the colony and as gover-
nor-general, later self-
proclaimed emperor, declared
the entire island of Hispaniola
an independent country renam-
ing it “Haiti.” (A later division
gave just the western section of
the island this name.) Ultimate-
ly, Dessalines was killed in a
revolt led by Henry Christophe
and Alexandre Sabés Peétion,
who divided the island between
themselves.

SOURCES:
“Dessalines, Jean-Jacques.” Encyclo-
paedia Britannica  Online,

25 Jul. 2014; 26 Jan. 2014

<www.britannica.com>.
“Toussaint L’Ouverture, Frangois-

Dominique.” Wikipedia 25

Jul.2014 <www.wickipedia.

com>.

Did You Know This about
Hancock County?

By
Scott Bagley

Did you know that during
the middle part of the last century
Hancock County was home to a
summer camp for Jewish orphans?
In 1918, the Jewish Federation of

New Orleans purchased what was

described as the magnificent J. P.

Dart home located at then 984

South Beach Boulevard, the last

property in Bay St. Louis before
the Waveland boundary line. The
home was originally built around

1855 by a sea captain for his wife
and commonly referred to as “San
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Felipe.” The property was pur-
chased by the Jewish Federation
to establish a camp where chil-
dren from the New Orleans Jew-
ish orphanage could get away
from the city during the hot
weather and enjoy a vacation
with outside and camping activi-
ties. The Federation brought
groups of orphans over for two
week periods during the entire
summer. Separate boys’ groups
alternated with girls’ groups eve-
ry two weeks.

As the population of the
Jewish orphanage decreased
over the years so did the need to
bring children over the summer.
The Hancock County camp lo-
cale gradually became a summer
destination for other groups af-
filiated with the Jewish Federa-
tion. With limited space in the
original large house on the prop-
erty, a number of cabins were
built behind it. The camp even-
tually outlived its usefulness,
and the property was purchased
by Gayle Aiken, Jr.

In the spring of 1955,
local residents were amazed that
this then century old landmark
was suddenly two houses. The
owner, Mr. Aiken, had “cleverly
and neatly” cut thirty-two feet
right out of the original house’s
center and had moved this center
section a few hundred feet fur-
ther east and finished it as a third
house on the property adding
thus two additional addresses—
986 and 988 South Beach Boule-
vard. The two remaining sec-
tions, each still with four bed-
rooms and three baths, survived
the splitting well and were “an
architectural refutation of the old

axiom ‘that a house divided
against itself cannot stand.””
The Aiken family continued to
live in the right side of the old
house, and it became known as
“Bay Oaks” as it bordered Bay
Oaks Drive—which supposedly
had its own unique characteris-
tic—thirteen oak trees growing
out of the same set of roots.
That is a possible subject for an-
other article.

Regretfully, as with so
many other landmarks in our
unique county, Katrina took
away all the structures at 984.
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986, and 988 South Beach. Re-
maining only are some fading
memories of yet another property
with strong connections to New
Orleans. Apart from the others,
this singular property was the big
house that became a Jewish sum-

mer camp that was eventually cut
in half.

SOURCES:

“House That Is Cut in Half, The.” The
Daily Herald. 29 July 1958:
AlB.

Scharff, Robert G. Louisiana’s Loss,
Mississippi’s  Gain: Law-
renceville, VA: Brunswick
Pub. Co., 1999.
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Old Waveland School
Receives
Magnolia Marker

By
Russell Guerin and
Eddie Coleman

The Old Waveland School
replaced two older, smaller, wooden
buildings. It was built in 1927 and
was used as the principal city school
from 1930 to 1972. The first year,
eight students graduated from the
eighth grade. Mrs. W. O. Sylvester
was principal.

Many homes and businesses
in the old part of town succumbed to
Hurricane Katrina in 2005. The old
school building was the only historic
building to survive the storm. Serv-
ing as the Civic Center at the time,
this solid edifice was severely dam-
aged, but not destroyed. Currently,
in addition to serving as the Wave-
land Civic Center, the structure now
houses the Ground Zero Katrina Mu-
seum and the Carousel of the Olym-
pic Sea.

Through the efforts of Rus-
sell Guerin and the City of Wave-
land, the Mississippi Department of
Archives and History has approved a
historical Magnolia Marker to be
placed in front of the old school.
This new marker joins other distinc-
tions the Old Waveland Elementary

School has received—being listed
on the National Register of Historic
Places and being named a Missis-
sippi Landmark building.

NEW MEMBERS

Charlene Black
Bay Saint Louis, MS

Dee deLassus
Lafayette, LA

Ashley Easterling
Bay Saint Louis, MS

Nannette Gatti
Bay Saint Louis, MS

Janice Hall
LaQuinta, CA

Ronald Magee
Bay Saint Louis, MS

Karen & Howard Weinberg
Waveland, MS

e
VOLUNTEER TO HELP WITH
THE 21ST ANNUAL CEMETERY
TOUR!

CALL THE HISTORICAL
SOCIETY
AT 467-4090

BOOKS FOR SALE AT
LOBRANO HOUSE

Bay Saint Louis: Celebrating the First 300 Years
By the HCHS ($15.00)
A nostalgic keepsake of the city’s history includ-
ing descriptions and pictures of many of the his-
toric buildings and houses especially those along
Beach Boulevard prior to Katrina

Blueberry Peaches,
Red Robin Pie
By Stella LaViolette
and Paul Estronza La Violette ($25.00)
An annotated cookbook of Gulf Coast recipes

Early Hancock County: A Few of Her People and
Some of Their Stories
By Russell B. Guerin ($29.95)

Gulf Coast Album
A Journey in Historic Photographs 1899-2011
From New Orleans across the Mississippi Gulf
Coast to Mobile
By Charles Sullivan ($40.00)

Holly
By Paul La Violette ($20.00)
An intriguing anthology of tales of a tomcat living
in a beach house on the Gulf Coast

One Dog, Two Dogs, Three Dogs, Four...
By Paul La Violette ($20.00)
Twice told tales of several dogs living in a beach
house on the Gulf Coast

Scrapbook of Treasured Memories
By Connie Heitzmann and Betty Stechmann
(820.00)
A book of art, photography, and reminiscence of
the Gulf Coast

Sink or Be Sunk
By Paul La Violette ($20.00)
A recounting of the naval battle in the Mississippi
Sound preceding the Battle of New Orleans in
1812

The Way to Stone Hill
By Paul LaViolette ($20.00)
Stories of relocating after fleeing a vicious storm

West Side Stories
Before, During, and After on Mississippi’s
West Coast
Photographs and Commentary by
Vicki Niolet and Betty Stechmann ($28.00)
A Pictorial of our homes and communities in Pass
Christian, Bay st. Louis, Waveland, Lakeshore,
and Clermont Harbor

A White Egret in the Shallows
By Paul La Violette ($20.00)
Stories revealing the ambiance and wonder of
coastal living

PLEASE ADD $3.00 SHIPPING FOR THE
FIRST BOOK ($1.50 EACH ADDITIONAL
BOOK) ON MAIL ORDERS.
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AD PRICES

Ads run for one year.

1/8 page (business card size)—$100
1/4 page—$150
1/2 page—S$200
1 page—S$275

The Sisters: Ten Days in Sicily
(Sisters Series)
By L.L. Lee

The Sisters:

Yon Days In Sicily

A humorous, mystery novel set in
Louisiana, post-Katrina Bay Saint
Louis, and Sicily.

Available at Bay Books, Amazon.com,
Kindle

Contact Lee3731@bellsouth.net or
Amazon.com/author/lllee

LOCAL COLOR
: Dan Bader

228.466.5165
com
528 State Street
Bay St. Louis MS 39520
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1004 Memorial 8-Iv>d-
P.0.BoX418

Picayune,MS 39466

800.354.FORD(3 36735

Ofc. 601.798:6202%
Fax 601.799.0202
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Established
1949

Photography is a way of feeling, of touching,
of loving. What is caught on film

is captured forever... it remembers little things,
long after vou have forgotten everything.

Axron Siakind

{ HAWKIN

MICHAEL REEVES ARCHITECTS, PLLC

AlA, CSI CDT, NCARB, LEED AP BD+C
BAY SAINT LOUIS, MS 39520
PHONE: 228-493-2513
EMAIL: MREEVES ARCHITECT@GMAILCOM

NEW RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL DESIGN
RENOVATION OF RESIDENTIAL, GOVERNMENTAL, COMMERCIAL,
MEDICAL AND INDUSTRIAL BUILDINGS
ADVOCATE FOR “NOT SO BIG" RESIDENTIAL DESIGN
HISTORIC RENOVATION AND REMODELING
SUSTAINABLE DESIGN - LEED, ENERGY STAR
BUILDING INFORMATION MODEL (BIM) DESIGN
3D BUILDING RENDERING AND WALK-THROUGHS
CONTRACT CONSTRUCTION DOCUMENTATION
225+ PROJECTS COMPLETED OVER 35 YEARS

Todd N. Thritfiley

Attorney at Law———

Phone: (228) 467-2400
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SUE ASHMAN 418 Highway 90

ABR, CRS, GRI, SRS Waveland, MS 39576

BROKER e

For only $100 per year,
your ad could appear here.

Office: (228) 467-5454 Cell: (228) 216-7864
Fax: (228) 466-4561 Email: sueashman@aol.com
www.Ashman-Mollere.com

SIXTH EDITION—(EDITIONS 1-5 SOLD OUT)
JOHN "CORKY" HADDEN

Fmancial Advisor

RAYMOND JAMES"®
— INSIDE SOUTHERNIGULTURE
epmpmesiistylsayda Monon BUY: AL SAUCIER.COM VENDORS
' ay Saint Louis, Ve .
F 228.466.9978 corky nadden@raymond;ames com BAY BOOKS: 228-463-2688
http://www.RaymondJames.com KILN
Raymond James Financial Services, Inc. MOONSHINE: Secret Nationwide Delivery Map

R READ! ESCAPE! ENJOY!
Jean Ann's SUPPORT YOUR HISTORICAL SOCIETY

v 3 Fashion Express
Ladies Apparel—Jewelry— Giftware

“Best kept secret in
Old Town Bay St. Louis”

Featuring Collections by
Maurice Milleur Pewter, Victoria Lynn Swarovski Crystal,
Victoria Cross Vintage, Handcrafted metal by Deborah
DeGraw, Earth Dreams, Keren Hart, and much more!

Inside Maggie May’s Jean Ann Thriffiley
126 Main St. 228-332-5326
Old Town Bay St. Louis

BOOKS BY
PAUL LAVIOLETTE AVAIL-
ABLE AT THE HANCOCK $20.00
COUNTY HISTORICAL

Visit our website: Bay St. Louis Old Town Ms Gulf Coast—
Fashion Express
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A< Merrill Lynch
YD Wealth Management

ne 0! Arency Cweporsbon

Steve B. Treutel B aq ‘ o&a geg
Senior Financial Advisor " B St Lo M
e wtoric aq ouis §.
Mississippi Gulf Coast Rantal
(228) 385-6307 V
Pioree, Fonner & Smith incosporated,a regtered brakerdealor and momber SIPC, and afr subsdar- 305 Main

ies of Bank of America Corporation. All rights reserved.

AD-06-12-0048 ARSOT2V1-10-11 Code 453007PM-0612 www.vrbo.com (ID #313124 & 400259) 228-466-4793

MANIERI

REAL ESTATE, rLic
ZACH Bmwom Serving Bay St. Louis, Waveland & Pass Christian Area

Sales, Rentals, Vacation Rentals, Full Property Management

HESSE & BUTTERWORTH, PLLC

ATTORNEYS AT LAW MANIERI REAL ESTATE, LLC
501 C Main St., Bay St. Louis, MS
Joe Manieri/Broker
5401-B Inoan Hiw Buo. P. (228) 255-7500 manierij@bellsouth.net
DiamonpHEAD, MS 39525 Fax (228) 255-9009 228-216-5750, FAX: 228-466-4794
Licensed in LA & MS

John E. Harris, GRI

. REALTOR'
= SOLD
Bay St Louis:
412 Hwy 90
128-466-4498
CoardnerRealtors.com
\ SN BT n
SOUTHG ]-\Ol Il Cell (228)493-4111 Fax (228)466-0876
INSURANCE SERVICEY TO‘ Free (8@) 892_1602
GULE COAST jharris@GardnerRealtors.com
» We offer Personal, Business, Life 1021 Highway 90
and Health Insurance Bay St Louis, MS 39520-1524
[E Home Grown « Locally Owned « Internationally Known @

* We help our clients save
Diamondhead: money and get more value

5400 Indian Hill

28467227 o et e st 6 Charles B. Benvenutti

Best Practices Designation. Certified Public Accountant
o Charles B. Benvenutt, CPA, PA
‘ 831 Highway 90
www.southgroupgulfcoast.com P.O.Box 2639 228-467-1402
central fax: 888-415-8922 Bay St. Louis, MS Fax 228-467-2594

39521-2639 E-mail: Chuck@Benvenutticpa.com
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