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COMING EVENTS AT
LOBRANO HOUSE

The monthly luncheon meeting
will be held on Thursday, March
19, 2015, at noon at the Kate
Lobrano House. Guest speaker
for the program will be Jimmie
Hoda, who will speak on the
rise and fall of the Kiln and the
timber industry in that area.
Reservations are required and
may be made by calling 467-
4090. Respectfully we must
insist that you please call by
noon on Wednesday, March
18, 2015, to make your reserva-
tion, to help us plan seating
which is limited to forty-eight
people, and to apprise us of the
number for whom to prepare.
The price of the lunch is $10.00.

MEMBERSHIP FEES

The 2015 Membership Drive is
on! It’s time for current members to
renew their memberships in the His-
torical Society and to encourage
family and friends to join us too.
The price of membership is twenty-
five ($25) per year. If your mem-
bership is due, your address label
will read “Time to renew your mem-
bership.” Please mail your renewal
checks to Hancock County Histori-
cal Society, P. O. Box 3356, Bay St.
Louis, MS 39521.

0Old Clermont Harbor School
builtc. 1911
Clermont Harbor, MS

The Ringing of
School Bells
(Part II)

Edited by
Eddie Coleman

(This article is a continuation of
the reminiscences of Jeanne Doby
Williams, a teacher in Hancock
County from 1912-1958. Part ]
was published in the February
2015 edition of The Historian of
Hancock County.)

After the graduation of the
Kiln High School Class of 1919,
which consisted of only four mem-
bers, “many graduation classes of
larger numbers followed. Kiln

Consolidated School grew like mag-
ic. When the Edward Hines Lumber
Company opened a large mill in the
community, people began moving
into the town. Some built their own
homes; many rented houses the
Hines Company built. The school
added more teachers and built an
annex to ease the congestion. Prima-
ry grades and other work occupied
the new building. At this time Kiln
had two doctors, a well-staffed hos-
pital, a moving picture show, and
even a railroad. The railroad was
mostly used to get timber for the
mill. Things went fine for several
years; then timber grew scarce. Like
all sawmill towns Kiln commenced
to go down; people moved away in
search of work.

“When my husband lost his
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job as lumber checker, he was of-
fered the same work in Weston’s
Lumber Mill in Logtown. He ac-
cepted, and we boarded in Pearling-
ton. 1 was principal again in
Pearlington Public School. But [I
taught only] one session. Logtown
mill was feeling the timber short-
age, and my husband decided to
work at Crosby Lumber Company
in Picayune, Mississippi. My next
teaching position was Gainesville
Public School. We were two teach-
ers. | was principal. I missed the
large, spacious Kiln School. But I
enjoyed my years at Gainesville.
Many school patrons had been
friends of mine when Pearlington
had been a booming mill town.
The beautiful oaks and sparkling
Pearl River brought memories of
my girlhood days when Pearlington
was my home. The high school
students from Gainesville rode back
and forth on a school bus and at-
tended Bay High School. I taught
and lived six years in Gainesville.

“Then [I] accepted a posi-
tion as principal of Clermont Har-
bor Public School as living in Cler-
mont Harbor would be a shorter
distance for my son to ride back
and forth to Bay High as he was to
enter high school that session. I
had an assistant teacher. We had
good blackboards, heaters, sanitary
drinking fountains, and quite a bit
of outdoor play equipment. The
school had a large number of boys
and girls who were active in 4-H
Club. We also took part in the car-
nival celebration at Bay High. Our
school entered a float and marched
with Bay High pupils in the street
parade. I taught four years at Cler-
mont Harbor, and when my son
finished high school, I [moved to
Bay St. Louis].

“By then, Lakeshore had
built a large modern school. I ac-
cepted the position I was offered.
[1] taught third and fourth grades;

fifth and sixth; sixth and seventh;
then seventh and eighth, the session
I was principal. The school was
modern, our heaters were gas heat-
ers, and we had electricity and
lunchroom, free to those who could
not pay. Before the lunchroom
started, the schools of Hancock
County were getting free textbooks.
At Lakeshore we had a maintenance
man and janitors. We had a large
number of 4-H boys and girls.
Many were winners in various con-
tests, not only in athletics, but in
sewing and crafts. Our 4-H group
from Lakeshore and Clermont Har-
bor also entered contests in Harri-
son County, Picayune, Hattiesburg,
and Jackson. I was 4-H leader for
our school and went with the group;
the county let us use the school bus.

“By the close of the school
session, Clermont Harbor had built
a pretty, well-equipped new school.
As it was nearer my house, [ re-
turned as principal of Clermont
Harbor Public School. 1 taught
eighth grade and also worked with
the 4-H group.

“In the 1957-58 session, I
taught fifth grade at Bay High
School.... At the close of 1958 ses-
sion, I retired.

“When the 1958-59 session
arrived, I taught seventh and eighth
grades at St. Joseph’s Academy in
Bay St. Louis.

“After retiring, I substituted
in the Bay/Waveland City Schools
[and] also at Lakeshore and Cler-
mont Harbor for a number of years.
I also did tutoring at my home.
[Later I worked] some with the
R.S.V.P. program, helping children
who [were] a little slow in some
school subjects.

“On my long journey
through Hancock County Schools, 1
have seen a remarkable growth:
consolidation, larger buildings, bet-
ter classroom equipment, better pre-
pared teachers, less teacher load,
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better salaries, sanitary drinking
fountains, indoor restrooms, proper
lighting, modern heating systems,
air conditioning, libraries, science
laboratories, music and art classes,
language instructors, guidance
teachers, projectors and screens,
T.V., radio, trained athletic coaches,
free textbooks, lunchrooms, deseg-
regation, modern buses, trained bus
drivers, maintenance men, and jani-
tors.”

Reader’s Corner

This month the newsletter
begins a new section wherein we
offer reviews of books that provide
history or information on topics of
local interest. We hope this will
become a fairly regular part of a
newsletter that strives to provide
both informative and entertaining
pieces about the richly textured ar-
ea many of us are lucky enough to
call home. We hope you enjoy this
new addition and would welcome
any comments or Suggestions you
may have or any reviews you may
wish to submit.

Cat Island: The History of a
Mississippi Gulf Coast Barrier
Island
By John Cuevas

Reviewed by
James Keating, MD

Cat Island: The History of
A Mississippi Gulf Coast Barrier
Island (2011) by John Cuevas pro-
vides an interesting, immensely
readable account of the history, leg-
ends, and folklore of Cat Island, a T
-shaped barrier island seven miles
off the Mississippi Gulf Coast near
Bay St. Louis. The Cuevas family
owned it and resided there as per-
manent residents for three genera-
tions. Most of the history is about

the author’s great-great-great grand-
father, Juan de Cuevas. Juan was a
soldier from Spain who fell in love
and married the beautiful daughter
of the first couple who lived on the
island. Her name was Helene Lad-
ner. Her father, Nicholas Christian
Ladner, first owned the island, hav-
ing acquired a land grant from
Spain in 1781. The island passed
down to Helene and Juan, and Juan
sold it in 1837 for $15,000, a for-
tune at that time.

The strategic location of
Cat Island just off the coast put
Juan and his family in the middle of
several important historical events
or developments that became the
subject of legend or oral tradition in
this “neck of the woods.” The
chapter entitled “The Hero of Cat
Island” relates a great story about
Juan and the Battle of New Orleans
during the War of 1812. In this
tale, Juan is captured by the British
navy on Cat Island and forced to
pilot its lead warship to the mouth
of the Mississippi River. In this
mostly fictional account, Jean mis-
leads the flagship up the Pearl River
instead of the Mississippi River on
a very foggy night passage. The
warship’s running aground on a
sandbar causes the vessel to lurch
and then tilt, wreaking havoc on the
crew. Juan escapes during the pan-
demonium and travels to New Orle-
ans to warn General Andrew Jack-
son that the British are coming.

Interesting subjects include
an early mutiny on American soil;
Jean Lafitte, the Pirate, and buried
treasure; a Seminole Indian en-
campment during the journey along
the Trail of Tears; Al Capone and
the rumrunners; and a canine train-
ing facility for World II war dogs.

This 191 page paperback
book contains photos, illustrations,
graphs, and maps. It is sometimes
difficult for the reader to distinguish
fact from fiction in this account.

— &
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Nonetheless and to his credit, the
author attempts to resolve this prob-
lem in a helpful chapter entitled
“How the Truth Became a Legend.”
Cuevas explains that a legend de-
scribes a specific event in a moment
of time which always contains a
kernel of truth. The chapter about
pirates describes real maritime mis-
chief of that era, but speculation
about buried treasure on the island
sounds like myth and wishful think-
ing without the ring of truth.

I heartily recommend this
book for all readers interested in the
history, folklore, and legends of the
Mississippi Gulf Coast. The work
represents careful research with
depth and breadth of detail in a rich-
ly illustrated account of Cat Island
and the Cuevas family. (Copies
are available at Bay Books in Bay
Saint Louis.)

History Week
in Biloxi

By
Eddie Coleman

The Mississippi Coast His-
torical and Genealogical Society
and the City of Biloxi hosted the
25th Annual Mississippi Coast His-
tory Week February 12-14 at the
Biloxi Visitors Center, located at
1050 Beach Blvd. across from the
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Biloxi Lighthouse. For the past sev-
eral years the Hancock County His-
torical Society has participated in
the event.

Organizations which pre-
sented exhibits during the week
were the Biloxi Fire Museum, the
Local History and Genealogy De-
partment of the Biloxi Library, the
Maritime and Seafood Industry Mu-
seum, Beauvoir, the Biloxi Schools,
and the Department of Marine Re-
sources.  Historical societies par-
ticipating were the Hancock County
Historical ~Society, the Ocean
Springs Genealogical Society, and
the Historical Society of Gulfport.
Additionally, the following ethnic
groups participated: the Fleur de
Lis Ladies Auxiliary, the Holy Trin-
ity Greek Orthodox Church (Greek
and Russian), the Jewish Communi-
ty, and the Slavonian Ladies Auxil-
iary.

The Hancock exhibit in-
cluded an exhibit from and infor-
mation on the Monte Walden Col-
lection of Native American Arti-
facts, an 1857 map of the Bay of
Saint Louis and Shieldsboro Harbor,
a child’s chair made by Prudent
Mallard, noted New Orleans furni-
ture maker, and the preserved Book
of Marks and Brands for Hancock
County. The items which drew the
most attention in the exhibit were
this Book of Marks and Brands and
the Native American artifacts. In
addition to the entries in the book,
visitors were most intrigued by the
handwriting and made many re-
marks bemoaning the loss of good
penmanship nowadays.

History Week is held each
February at the Biloxi Visitors Cen-
ter around February 13, the date
d’Iberville and Bienville set foot on
the Mississippi Gulf Coast in 1699.

Hancock County Historical Society display at History Week 2015

NEW ACQUISITIONS

Executive Director Charles Gray has been on the prowl again! He
has recently purchased for and donated more antiques to the Lobrano House.
Among them are a secretary, which sits just inside the front door and holds
our bottle collection and the visitor guest book, two dining tables with Queen
Anne chairs for the research room, and additional Queen Anne chairs for the
smaller research tables.

NEW MEMBERS

John & Allison Anderson
Bay Saint Louis, MS

Zach Butterworth
Bay Saint Louis, MS

Nel Frisbie
Kiln, MS

Robert J. Gohres
Bay Saint Louis, MS

Al Jensen
Bay Saint Louis, MS

Ronnie & Sandy Robért
Bay Saint Louis, MS
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The Finest Regort
wear fLor
men and women

LINEN « COTTON = SILK 4

OPEN SUNDAYS 228-463-2124

HANCOCK LEG- FARLY This book is a col-
ENDS EXPLORED; HANCOCK lection of stories
FLESH PUT ON COUNTY about Hancock
SOME OLD i County, MS, and
BONES. : some of its people,
including J.F.H.
BY Claiborne, Jean
RUSSELL GUERIN Lafitte, Simon Fa-
vre, Andrew Jack-
son, Jr., Asa Russ,
$29.95

and Christian Koch.

Photography is a way of feeling, of touching,
of loving. What is caught on film

is captured forever... it remembers little things,
long after you have forgotten everything,

Aaron Siskind

The Sisters: Ten Days in Sicily
(Sisters Series)
By L.L. Lee

The Sisters:

Yon Days In Sicily

A humorous, mystery novel set in
Louisiana, post-Katrina Bay Saint
Louis, and Sicily.

Available at Bay Books, Amazon.com,
Kindle

Contact Lee3731@bellsouth.net or
Amazon.com/author/lllee

1004 Memonalvé‘lvd
P.O.Box418
Picayune, MS 39466 b

800.354.FORD(3 673‘ E ‘

Ofc. 601.798.62028
Fax 601.799.0202

stablished
15949

‘LSB

Dan Bader

228.466.5165
528 State Street
Bay St. Louis MS 39520

PantinG &

Todd N. Thritfiley

Attorney at Law ————

Phone: (228) 467-2400
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Sales ?;g Merrill Lynch
Property Management Wealth Management*
Vacatioh Renta[s B of Arernita Sweporabon
Residential Rentals
501 Main Street Suite #3 Steve B. Treutel

Bay St. Louis, MS. 39520
228-466-4793 (Office)

RRAL SSTATE, u1e 228-216-5750 (Cell)
Joey G. Manieri ® Broker .. ... ..o, (Fax)

manierij@bellsouth.net
www.manierirealestates.com

Senior Financial Advisor

Mississippi Gulf Coast
(228) 385-6307

Merrill Lynch Wealth Management makes available products and services offered by Merrill Lynch,
Pierce, Fenner & Smith incorporated, a registered broker-dealer and member SIPC, and other subsidar-
ies of Bank of America Corporation. All rights reserved.

AD-06-12-0048 ARSOT2V1-10-11 Code 453007PM-0612

MANIERI CALL:
REAL SESSIE
ESTATE, MANIERI
Le PLACE YOUR
228-216-
2628 AD

HERE.

Secluded 1850 Restoration. Historic charmer on over 3 acres
in Pearlington, MS. Finish kitchen, bath, & second level bonus
for a total of about 1600 living space. Wood walls, 10.5’
wood ceilings and hardwood floors.

READ! ESCAPE! ENJOY!
SUPPORT YOUR HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Court Appointed Special Advocates
CASA of Hancock County

Volunteers

Needed
am for the child™

. Advocating for the
abused and neglected

children in Hancock County ...
a communtty e

Drosstray. Pastres,

BOOKS BY
PAUL LAVIOLETTE AVAIL-
ABLE AT THE HANCOCK $20.00
COUNTY HISTORICAL
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SUE ASHMAN 418 Highway 90
ABR, CRS, GRI, SRS Waveland, MS 39576
BROKER

Office: (228) 467-5454 Cell: (228) 216-7864
Fax: (228) 466-4561 Email: sueashman@aol.com
www.Ashman-Moliere.com

ZACH BUTTERWORTH

HESSE & BUTTERWORTH, PLLC
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

P. O Box 3567 PH. (228) 255-7500
Bay Saint Louis, MS Fax (228) 255-9009

Licensed in LA & MS

Bay St Louis:
412 Hwy 90
228-466-4498

SOUTHGROUP

GULF COAST

» We offer Personal, Business, Life
and Health Insurance

+ We help our clients save

Diamondhead: money and get more value

5400 Indian Hill

228-467-2272 + We are Trusted Choice

and have been awarded the
Best Practices Designation.
For more information, please

visit owr website

www.southgroupgulfcoast.com
central fax: 888-415-8922

Baq Co&ages

Hictoric 8«; St Lovie Me
\/oeabon Q’ﬂ'hl

305 Main
228-466-4793

www.vrbo.com (ID #313124 & 400259)

JOHN "CORKY" HADDEN

Financial Advis

RAYMOND JAMES®

T 228.466.9888 837A Highway 30
76&5 465.9968 Bz, Saint Louis, MS 39520
““““ rky.hadden@raymondjames.con
http://www.RaymondJames.com

Raymond James Financial Services, Inc.

John E. Harris, GRI

SOLD REALTOR"

CoardnerRealtors.com

Cell (228)493-4111 Fax (228)466-0876

Tol Free (800) 892-1602
jharris@GardnerRealtors.com

1021 Highway 90
Bay St. Louis, MS 39520-1524

[E Home Grown « Locally Owned « Internationally Known @

Charles B. Benvenutti

Certified Public Accountant

Charles B. Benvenutti, CPA, PA

831 Highway 90

P.O. Box 2639 228-467-1402
Fax 228-467-2594

Bay St. Louis, MS

39521-2639 E-mail: Chuck@Benvenutticpa.com
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