
COMING EVENTS AT  

LOBRANO HOUSE 

 

The monthly luncheon meeting 

will be held on Thursday, April 

16, 2015, at noon at the Kate 

Lobrano House.  Guest speaker 

for the program will be photo-

journalist Ken Murphy.  He will 

speak on businesses which once 

stood along Beach Boulevard in 

Bay Saint Louis.  Reservations 

are required  and may be made 

by calling 467-4090.  Respect-

fully we must insist that you 

please call by noon on Wednes-

day, April 15, 2015, to make 

your reservation, to help us plan 

seating which is limited to forty-

eight people, and to apprise us 

of the number for whom to pre-

pare.  The price of the lunch is 

$10.00. 
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Did You Know This 

about Hancock County? 

Louis Joseph Piernas 

 

By 

Scott Bagley 

 

 Did you know that the 

longest serving postmaster in 

Hancock County during the late 

19th and early 20th centuries 

was a person of color?  From 

1889 to 1910, Louis Joseph 

Piernas, was appointed and 

served as postmaster of Bay St. 

Louis five different times during 

the administrations of three dif-

ferent American Presidents.   

 An Act of Congress of 

March 2, 1867, made universal 

male suffrage one of the condi-

tions for Southern States to be 

readmitted into the Union and put 

federal troops in the South to pro-

tect this right and maintain order.  

In 1870, the 15th Amendment 

guaranteed all male U.S. citizens 

the right to vote regardless of 

race.  For the first time in the na-

tion’s history, African-American 

men and men of color had politi-

cal power, and, in many areas of 

the South, they comprised the ma-

jority of voters—particularly in 

Mississippi.  After the Civil War, 

the black vote was decisive in the 

election of several Republican 

Presidents.  In keeping with the 

www.hancockcountyhistoricalsociety.com 

Louis J. Piernas 

(1856-1954) 

 

 Longest serving  

postmaster of  

Bay Saint Louis 

 

The Kate Lobrano House will be 

the “Hot Spot” on Second Satur-

day, April 18, 2015.  Please visit 

us at108 Cue Street as part of 

your Second Saturday festivities. 



the Labats, the Barabinos, and 

the Lassassares.  All these fami-

lies lived close together near the 

present location of the Bay-

Waveland Yacht Club on North 

Beach Boulevard and for the 

most part spoke French among 

themselves.   

 In 1868 young Louis Jo-

seph Piernas attended a school 

for children of color established 

by Father Le Duc of Our Lady of 

the Gulf Catholic Church.  He 

eventually made his way to New 

Orleans where he attended pub-

lic school (likely high school) 

before beginning night classes at 

Straight University, all the while 

learning the barber trade.  While 

never graduating from college, 

Piernas was well educated, being 

an avid reader of Edward Gib-

bon, Victor Hugo, Henry 

Wadsworth Longfellow, and 

William Shakespeare. 

 Returning in 1877 to 

what had then become Bay St. 

Louis, Piernas set up shop as a 

barber.  Soon, however, he be-
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LOBRANO HOUSE  

HOURS 

 

MONDAY   —  FRIDAY        
10:00AM  —  3:00PM 

Closed:  12:00—1:00 (lunch) 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

“TO PRESERVE THE GENERAL 

AND ARCHITECTURAL HISTORY 

OF HANCOCK COUNTY AND TO 

PRESERVE THE KATE LOBRANO 

HOUSE AND COLLECTIONS 

THEREIN; TO RESEARCH AND IN-

TERPRET LIFE IN HANCOCK 

COUNTY; AND TO ENCOURAGE 

AN APPRECIATION OF AND IN-

TEREST IN HISTORICAL PRESER-

VATION.” 
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political patronage system of the 

19th century, many black men 

were appointed to political office 

in the South, including a number 

of offices of postmaster. 

 Louis Joseph Piernas was 

born on March 19, 1856, in Bay 

St. Louis.  His father, also 

named Louis Joseph, was born 

in Cuba and was of Spanish de-

scent.  Even though the Piernas 

family were known as “free per-

sons of color,” they were not 

from Africa, but people from 

France and Spain who emigrated 

to the West Indies.  The elder 

Piernas came to the Gulf Coast 

around 1830, likely through 

New Orleans.  He eventually 

made his way to Shieldsboro 

(later to become Bay St. Louis), 

married a local girl by the name 

of Adella, and thereby joined 

one of the few early “free per-

sons of color” families to settle 

and purchase property in the ar-

ea.  Other families with this des-

ignation settling in Bay Saint 

Louis about the same time were 

Home of Louis J. Piernas at 202 S. Toulme in 

 Bay Saint Louis 



inal name.  Because Louis Jo-

seph Piernas is a major figure 

within the rich tapestry of the 

history of Hancock County and 

within the City of St. Bay Saint 

Louis, the Hancock County His-

torical Society fully supports 

honoring Mr. Piernas in this 

manner. 
 

SOURCES: 

“Louis Joseph Piernas.”  Mississippi 

 Slave Narratives from the 

 WPA Records, 10 Feb. 2011, 

 2008 <msgw.org>. 

“Louis Joseph Piernas.” Obituary Sea 

 Coast Echo, 20 Sept. 1954. 

“98-Year-Old Negro, Oldest Resident, 

 Dies Sunday.” Hancock Coun-

 ty Eagle, 29 July 1954. 
 

Reminiscences of 

Ames Kergosien 

 

 “During the war [World 

War II], whenever a troop train 

came through town, half the pop-

ulation was at the depot to greet 

it.  Dave McDonald met Frank 

Trapani in a fox hole in France. 

 “Everyone in town had a 

Victory Garden and kept hens 

and roosters.  A half hour before 

dawn you could hear them crow-

ing all over town!  When the war 

ended, my folks went to New 

York and San Francisco to greet 

the returning troops. 

 “Many families had 

‘swimming platforms’ anchored 

50 yards or so out from the 

beach.  

 “There was one in front 

of Charles Breath’s home—

another in front of the home at 

the corner of Highway 90 and 

North Beach, and another at the 

junction of South Beach and Ai-

ken Road.  Everyone was wel-
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came very involved in the civic 

life of the area.  He was appoint-

ed a county school trustee in 

1887 and, at about the same 

time, served as Secretary and 

Auditor of the City of Bay St. 

Louis.  Piernas was elected to 

the Hancock County Board of 

Supervisors representing Beat 5 

in 1884 and was reelected to the 

same office in 1886.  Most sig-

nificantly, however, Mr. Piernas 

was chairman of the Hancock 

County Republican Party for six-

ty-five years.  During this time, 

among other responsibilities, he 

served as a delegate to the Na-

tional Republican Convention in 

Chicago. 

 No doubt that Mr. Pier-

nas’ chairmanship of the local 

Republican Party lead to his 

multiple appointments as post-

master under the administrations 

of Presidents Benjamin Harrison, 

William McKinley, and Theo-

dore Roosevelt.  During Piernas’ 

tenure as postmaster, the post 

office increased from a fourth to 

a third class office, and the facil-

ity was moved from Beach 

Boulevard to the 100 block of 

Main Street. 

 In addition to political 

and other civic affiliations, Pier-

nas organized the Promote Be-

nevolent Association in 1887 

and did much to better the cul-

tural and educational life of 

black residents of Hancock 

County.   

 Mr. Piernas died on July 

25, 1954, at the age of ninety-

eight, at the time the oldest resi-

dent of Bay St. Louis.  He and 

his wife had no children, but sur-

vivors included several nieces 

and nephews. 

 Before Hurricane Katrina 

there was a street named for  

Louis Joseph Piernas in Bay St. 

Louis.  Subsequent road con-

struction and repair following 

the storm allowed for the street 

name to change.  There seems to 

be current discussion within city 

government to honor Mr. Piernas 

by returning the street to its orig-

From Louis Joseph Piernas’ interview as part of the  

Mississippi Narratives  prepared by the Federal Writer’s Project of 

the Works Progress Administration (1930s) 

 

 “I was born right here in Bay St. Louis, near what is called 

the Cowan settlement, but my ancestors were here before the Cow-

ans and had a land grant from the Spanish government.  I was born 

free, and so were all my fore parents.  Some of them fought with 

Jackson in the Battle of new Orleans—we always just called it 

‘Jackson’s War….’ 

 “My father, however, was born in Havana.  His parents died, 

and he came back to his kinfolks over here.  My mother’s people 

came from San Domingo; that is where we got the mixed blood….  

[W]e lived right there in the north end of Bay St. Louis, near where 

the Peerless Factory now stands.  My grandmother owned all that 

land at one time.” 



come to use them.  Mrs. June 

Breath taught all the children the 

Red Cross life-saving methods.  

There was no fee. 

 “I was on the rescue team 

and hated it!  We had to search 

the waters until the drowning 

victim’s body was recovered and 

returned to the crying relatives 

on shore. 

 “All the [well-to-do] fam-

ilies had a maid who cleaned the 

house and looked after the chil-

dren.  They would take afternoon 

walks to the fire station, located 

behind the middle school on Sec-

ond Street and Ulman Avenue.  

The firemen would let the kids 

climb on the trucks, honk the 

horns, and blow the whistles. 

 “There were four swim-

ming pools available locally, at 

the Reed Hotel, the Gaudet home 

(at the site of St. Claire’s 

Church), the Walter Gex home, 

and the Merchant Marine Acade-

my [across the bay at Henderson 

Point].  The kids lived in the wa-

ter for six months out of the year.  

They were only required to get 

dressed up and wear shoes on 

Sunday, ‘Manners Day.’ 

 “There was a volunteer, 

as well as a regular, fire depart-

ment.  In the event of a fire, the 

siren would blow once for Ward 

I, twice for Ward II, etc., and 

everyone would come running. 

 “The sound of reveille 

and taps could be heard across 

the Bay waters from Henderson 

Point at the Merchant Marine 

school headquartered there.  The 

government was experimenting 

with chartreuse green dye in the 

water as a shark repellant.  It did-

n’t work! 

 “There was an army 
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bomber range near Highway 603 

and 43 just north of where I-10 

crosses that road today.  Steel 

mats were used for the landing 

field, and when the bombing ac-

tivity was discontinued after the 

war, many townspeople picked 

up the mats for use as fences, 

driveways, and so on. 

 “The Peerless Oyster 

Factory was located off North 

Beach Blvd., where the Bay-

Waveland Yacht Club is today.  

The concrete structures next to 

the swimming pool were the tur-

tle-holding pens. 

 “Many sea turtles were 

caught out of the Bay.  They 

were put into the pens until a suf-

ficient number were collected to 

be processed.  The machinery at 

the factory was then modified, 

and the turtles were butchered 

and canned. 

 “The factory had a loud 

whistle which blew 15 minutes 

before work began and again at 

the appointed hour.  The daily 

workers rode to work on a white 

Ford Model-A truck that was 

sent around town by the factory.  

Many Black and Slavic people 

worked there. 

 “Back O’Town was an 

area along Third (Blaize) Ave-

nue between the depot and 

Washington Street.  The bottling 

plant was located in the two-

story building, which was after-

wards used as a boarding house 

in the movie This Property Is 

Condemned.  It is owned by the 

Scafidi family.  They bottled Hi-

ers Root Beer and Mission Or-

ange.  The Marquer brothers 

worked at the plant as mechanics 

and often had to climb into big 

vats of syrup, greasy overalls, 

shoes, and all to make repairs.  

The popular name for the soda 

was ‘slop pop.’” 
SOURCE: 

 

Vinsonhaler, Chris, ed. and Elizabeth 

 Veglia, Project Director.  

 Pearls:  Myths and Memories 

 of Hancock County, The Re-

 naissance Project.  No public-

 ation information given. 
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The Sisters:  Ten Days in Sicily 
(Sisters Series) 

By L.L. Lee 
 

A humorous, mystery novel set in  

Louisiana, post-Katrina Bay Saint  

Louis, and Sicily. 

 

Available at Bay Books, Amazon.com,  

Kindle 

 

Contact Lee3731@bellsouth.net or 

Amazon.com/author/lllee 

 

 

 

OPEN SUNDAYS 228-463-2124 

HANCOCK LEG-
ENDS EXPLORED; 

FLESH PUT ON 

SOME OLD 
BONES. 

BY 
RUSSELL GUERIN 

$29.95 

 

This book is a col-

lection of stories 

about Hancock 
County, MS, and 

some of its people, 

including J.F.H. 
Claiborne, Jean 

Lafitte, Simon Fa-

vre, Andrew Jack-
son, Jr., Asa Russ, 

and Christian Koch. 
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READ!  ESCAPE!  ENJOY! 

SUPPORT YOUR HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

BOOKS BY  

PAUL LAVIOLETTE AVAIL-

ABLE AT THE HANCOCK 

COUNTY HISTORICAL 

$25.00 

$20.00 

$20.00 

$30.00 

$20.00 

$20.00 

 

Steve B. Treutel 

Senior Financial Advisor 

Mississippi Gulf Coast 

(228) 385-6307 

Merrill Lynch Wealth Management makes available products and services offered by Merrill Lynch, 

Pierce, Fenner & Smith incorporated, a registered broker-dealer and member SIPC, and other subsidar-

ies of Bank of America Corporation.  All rights reserved. 

AD-06-12-0048 ARSOT2V1-10-11 Code 453007PM-0612 

 

 

PLACE YOUR AD HERE. 

 

 
PLACE YOUR 

AD 
HERE. 

 

 

MANIERI 
REAL 

ESTATE, 
LLC 

CALL:  
SESSIE 

MANIERI 
 

228-216-
2628 

Secluded 1850 Restoration.  Historic charmer on over 3 acres 

in Pearlington, MS.  Finish kitchen, bath, & second level bonus 

for a total of about 1600’ living space.  Wood walls, 10.5’ 

wood ceilings and hardwood floors. 
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