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COMING EVENTS AT
LOBRANO HOUSE

“During the whole of a
dull, dark, and soundless day in the
autumn of the year, when the
clouds hung oppressively low in
the heavens, I had been passing
alone, on horseback, through a sin-
gularly dreary tract of country; and
at length found myself, as the
shades of evening drew on, within
view of the melancholy House of
Usher.” So begins Edgar Allan
Poe’s “The Fall of the House of
Usher.”

There is no House of Usher
here, but please join us for the
22nd Annual Cemetery Tour on
Saturday, October 31, 2015, at Ce-
dar Rest Cemetery in Bay Saint
Louis. The fun begins at 5:30 P.M.
and continues until 8:00 P. M. Ad-
mission is free, but donations are
graciously accepted.

After the tour everyone is
invited to the Lobrano House
around the corner from the ceme-
tery at 108 Cue St. for punch,
cookies, and other treats.

As usual, we will not have
a luncheon in October so that we
can devote all of our energies to the
Cemetery Tour.

March 28, 1963—The Sea Coast Echo
The newly created Hancock County Port Commission met last week to discuss pro-
jects and a temporary organization. Seated from left are Dr. A.K. Martinolich, Jr.,
Beat 5 member; H. H. Shattuck, temporary chairman and Bay St. Louis member; Dean
James M. Robert of Waveland; J. Norton Haas, Beat 3 and secretary; standing from
left, Claude Graham, Beat 2; Arlie Strain, Beat 1; and Vernon Haas, Beat 4.

The History of the Han-
cock County Port and

Harbor Commission
(1962—1979)

By
James Keating, M.D.

During the 1950s Hancock
County had a poor, mostly agrarian
economy with seemingly limited
prospects for any dramatic future
growth or prosperity. The subse-
quent transformation of the econo-
my from relative “rags to riches” is
a compelling story about a citizen-
ry who raised themselves by their

bootstraps. Such growth required
reinventing the economy and the
business community by investing in
a bold, multifaceted program. Dur-
ing the subsequent five decades, citi-
zens have witnessed an increase of
growth regional product (GRP) from
an estimated thirty million dollars in
1950 to $1,577,681,898 in 2012. An
important part of this story was the
creation of the Hancock County Port
and Harbor Commission (HCPHC).
After World II in the fifties,
Hancock County had a typical,
Southern rural economy principally
composed of timber, cattle breeding
and dairying, and farming. Other
types of businesses
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on the coast like tourism, the sea-
food industry, and seasonal or
“second home” resort type residen-
tial development were less signifi-
cant. Because of economic and
other considerations, the population
of the county remained almost stat-
ic from 1900 to 1950 (8,356 to
9,852). The population of the
county in 1960 was approximately
11,000 with 4,600 in Bay Saint
Louis. Hancock County still had
large tracts of forests that could be
purchased at reasonable prices.
Timber provided the largest source
of income (two million dollars an-
nually) from trees cut for piling,
poles, and pulpwood. The best
corn whiskey in the deep South was
distilled in northern Hancock Coun-
ty and adjoining counties.  Alt-
hough the sale of whiskey was ille-
gal in Mississippi until 1966, the
state collected more than 2.5 mil-
lion dollars each year in a so-called
“black market” tax on the sale of
liquor. The Sea Coast Echo report-
ed at that time that Hancock County
was the poorest county in the state
and that Mississippi was the poorest
state in the Union. There was a
compelling need for change, and
Hancock County had some valuable
natural and human resources to
draw upon. The county had clever,

. Martilonich

resourceful leaders with a strategic
vision and the political will to per-
form the miracle needed to address
the problems of rampant, chronic,
abject poverty and a lack of jobs
ubiquitous to the region in that era.
This is the story of that transforma-
tive miracle.

Fortunately, one of the key
players in this saga, Dr. Andrew
Martinolich, is still living. He re-
members many of the details of the
history of this subject which were
recorded in an interview with this
author. Dr. Martinolich was one of
the founding members and an early
president of the Hancock County
Port and Harbor Commission
(HCPHC) from 1965-1969. 1t is
noteworthy that the concept of
bringing industry and big business
here did not meet with immediate
universal acceptance. Many old-
timers wanted to keep the towns
and villages quaint, and there was
serious mistrust of possible chang-
es to the old Southern lifestyle that
the quiet communities enjoyed.
Furthermore, these grand projects
were sure to raise taxes and might
disrupt the old social/political order.

Nevertheless, a dedicated
group of businessmen, some recent-
ly back from college and graduate
school, many of whom were local
Jaycees, spent years conducting
meetings, networking, and persuad-
ing the county of the need for a hos-
pital and an industrial park. Ac-
cording to historical notes of a fu-
ture Commission President, Dave
McDonald, “Leaders among the
proponents of such action were
businessman H. Hardin Shattuck, a
former member of the legislature
and at that time manager of the rap-
idly growing Coast Electric Compa-
ny and J. Norton Haas, a semi-
retired timber owner and lifelong
booster of Hancock County. Haas,
a native son, was a tireless civic
worker, and these two citizens per-
formed most of the legwork in
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moving the project from the
‘thinking and talking’ stage into
actuality.” County Supervisors R.
J. Hubbard and Dolf Kellar em-
braced this vision early on and
worked with these young, forward
thinking businessmen to achieve a
consensus among the electorate and
the County Board of Supervisors to
act. Clarence Ladner introduced
House Bill #425 in the state legisla-
ture on June 1, 1962. This bill
passed, permitting the county to
build, own, and operate an industri-
al park and maritime harbor in Han-
cock County. Authorized by the
Balance Agriculture with Industry
Act, the legislation was handled in
the state House of Representatives
by Rep. W.J. Phillips and in the
state Senate by Senator James Rest-
er. In February 1963, J. Norton
Haas presented a petition from the
Bay Saint Louis Jaycees to the
county supervisors to act on the
above mentioned bill, and on March
21, 1963, this board passed a reso-
lution that created the Hancock
County Port and Harbor Commis-
sion (HCPHC).

The first Commission was
appointed and held an organization-
al meeting on March 20, 1963. The
first principal action by the HCPHC
was to recruit Michael Baker Inc.,
one of the best engineering firms in
the nation, to study the subject and
submit a plan of action. This Jack-
son, MS, and Rochester, PA, based
company sent its best engineers to
Hancock County and in April 1964
submitted a 143 page proposal.
These experts recommended a mari-
time harbor to be part and parcel of
the industrial park. In their opinion
the best site was in the southwest
corner of the county adjacent to the

During an important period
from June 1965 to November 1966,
Michael Baker engineers were con-
tracted to design the new industrial
park and seaport at the East Pearl
River location. In August 1965 the
commissioners made an inspection
tour of the projected seaport site on
the boat of Leo Seal, Jr., a banker
and valuable supporter of Port
Bienville. Agreement was reached
with the County Board of Supervi-
sors on the method of funding capi-
tal projects and ongoing operational
expenses.  Construction projects
would be funded by general obliga-
tion bonds backed by gasoline ex-
cise taxes (unpledged funds from
the Beach Road Protection Fund).
Land was purchased from the Inter-
national Paper Company in Novem-
ber 1966. That tract contained
2,033 acres and sold for $150/acre
or $304,812. Port Bienville is adja-
cent to Mulatto Bayou on the East
Pearl River. On these grounds were
the old abandoned Claiborne and
Cedarland Plantations. In addition,

4,

there is also an interesting and im-
portant archeological site of an early
(1500 BC) Native American civili-
zation. Although locals had been
aware of the Native American arti-
facts here for many years, the site’s
historical importance was not real-
ized until its excavation in 1967
during construction of Port Bien-
ville.  Called Poverty Point:
Claiborne Site, it was a key satellite
village and/or ceremonial ground
believed to be part of a much larger
regional trade network or cultural
organization.  Artifacts from this
midden are preserved in the Monte
Walden Collection at the Hancock
County Historical Society (The His-
torian, September 2014).

The master plan for Port
Bienville was bold and huge in
scope and foresight with a total pro-
jected cost of facilities to be
$35,788,133. After purchase of the
land, the Michael Baker Company
was directed to proceed with award-
ing a contract for dredging a ship
channel from the Pearl River to con-

East Pearl River. This venture Land purchase o

would later be called Port Bienville
after the famous French explorer
who named and explored the Bay of
Saint Louis in 1699 and founded the
city of New Orleans in 1718.

¢ from International Paper Company, Novembe®i196 3

L to R—Jack Lott (B?rles Lavinghouse (Beat 3), Dolph Kellar (Beat 2), Mary @uln '
tini (Clerk of Court), (head behind Quintini), J. “Boogie” Dean (Beat 1), Don Landry
(Com. of Waveland), Michael Baker (engineer), A.K. Martinolich (Port Com., Beat 5), Mi-

chael Haas (A

vit. Andrews (International Paper Co.), Gerald Gex (Attorney), un-
2 known
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nect to a barge channel which
would extend along the northern
perimeter of the industrial park.
(See diagram below.) Another con-
tract was awarded for clearing and
grubbing the forest. Ronald Ar-
tigues, a previous president of this
commission, remarked that the deci-
sion to incorporate a short line rail-
road within the park to connect the
future factories to the local nearby
L&N Railroad was a brilliant idea
that has contributed significantly to
the financial success of the venture.
An old locomotive was acquired
from the Navy to move the boxcars
and tank cars. Port Bienville re-
quired the infrastructure of a small
town which included -electricity,

SITE MAP

gas, water and sewerage systems,
and security.

Attorneys Gerald Gex and
Michael Haas managed quite capa-
bly the numerous and interesting
legal matters of the HCPHC. They
were kept quite busy with the sever-
al landowners and construction con-
tracts. In February 1971 the
HCPHC received approval of its
plan to finance the Industrial Park
and Ship Channel with a U.S. Eco-
nomic Development Administration
grant of $2,779,200 and a bond is-
sue of $926,400 to be paid by the
commission over a thirty-year peri-
od. (In May 1992 the commission
made the final payment of the bond
issue, nine years ahead of schedule.)

The first occupant of the park was
Coastal Millwork which assembled
furniture and kitchen cabinets. It
would be 1979 before a major in-
dustry, Borg-Warner Chemical Co.,
built a fifty million dollar plastic
chemical plant that foreshadowed
the financial success of Port Bien-
ville.

In 1965 the HCC Board of
Supervisors authorized the HCPHC
to undertake a second major project:
a commercial airport with adjacent
airpark. Michael Baker Co. did a
site selection study, and a tract of
land adjacent to the Stennis NASA
Missile Testing Facility buffer zone
was chosen. In 1966 general obli-
gation bonds of $750,000 were

Site 2 67 Acres |
Site 3 S5 Acres

Site 1 a7s "‘"31_1
|

Sited | 42 Acres

[ Site 5 | 9Acres

Site 6 50 Acres

| Site? |5Acres |
Site 8 18 Acres
Site 9 12 Acres

_Site 10| 16 Acres

33 Acres

-t

Sie 13 | 21 Ac
Site 14 | 13 Acres
[ 17 Acres _
Site 16 | 17 Acres |
Site 17 | 10 Acres
| Site 18 | 248 Acres

19 | 145 Acres |
Port Developable Property [ll| S 20 | 44 Acres

] rerrosen Site SAcres

] smnoren @ Ste22 | 12 Acres
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issued for construction of the air-
port. Comprising 530 acres, the
land was bought from L.O. Crosby,
Jr., for $160,000 on June 22, 1967.
An FAA grant of $1,248,875 was
acquired in 1972 for airport expan-
sion. With a runway of 8500 feet,
the airport is owned and operated
by the HCPHC.

The current airport consists
of a terminal building with confer-
ence space, pilot lounge, restaurant,
and airport administrative offices,
twenty-four T-hangers for smaller
aircraft, a Fixed Base Operation
that provides fueling, marshaling of
aircraft and aircraft repairs, a fire
station, and an air traffic control
tower. There are three large hang-
ers occupied by maintenance and
rehab organizations working on
retrofitting older aircraft. In addi-
tion, there are several other hangers
on the field.

The National Aeronautics
and Space Administration (NASA)
built a Missile Testing Facility in
Hancock County near Port Bien-
ville in the early 1960s which
would later be called Stennis Space
Center. It is also adjacent to the

above mentioned commercial air-
port which was named Stennis In-
ternational Airport. Both facilities
were named after Mississippi U.S.
Senator John C. Stennis. In the
next four decades the HCPHC
would become the economic devel-
opment authority for the county
which greatly improved the eco-
nomic well-being and quality of life
by creating and retaining jobs that
facilitate growth and provide a sta-
ble tax base. The Stennis Space
Center has since become a client
and/or economic partner with the
HCPHC.

In conclusion, the creation
of the Hancock County Port and
Harbor Commission has played
quite a large part in transforming
the county from the poor, mostly
agrarian economy it was in the first
half of the 20th century into the
robust, diversified $1.5 billion per
year GRP its citizens now enjoy at
the beginning of the 21st century.
The current population of Hancock
County is approximately 46,000
people with a median family in-
come of about $44,500, up from

$1,334 in 1950. Its citizens have been
truly blessed by and are grateful to the
forward thinking men who had the
vision and determination to create the
Hancock County Port and Harbor
Commission.

(A second companion article will
appear in a future Historian, charting
and analyzing the deft management
and financial brilliance of the County
Board of Supervisors, the Port and
Harbor Commissioners, and their di-
rectors responsible for the unmitigated
success of two major assets of Han-
cock County— Port Bienville and the
Stennis International Airport and Air-

park.)
SOURCES:
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Jackson, MS: Michael Baker
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Baker, Michael, Jr. Port and Harbor
Development Program.  Jack-
son, MS: Michael Baker Engin-
eering Co., 1964.

Cuevas, Ellis. “Historian: Poverty Point
Needs National Recognition.”
Sea Coast Echo 5 July 2014.

Jacob, Neville. “The Hancock County
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Special Report” in Coast Area
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Louis, MS: Mississippi Monitor
Publications, 1966.

McDonald, Dave. “A Glimpse Back in
Time.” Hancock County Pro-
gress, mnos. 1-25, Aug. 1991-
Aug. 1993.

McDonald, Dave. “A Glimpse Back in
Time.” Hancock Horizons, nos.
1-3, Nov. 1994-Jan. 1995.

McDonald, Dave. “The Way It All Be-
gan,” Sea Coast Echo, 25 Apr.
1993.

Scharff, Robert. Louisiana’s Loss, Mis-
sissippi’s Gain. Lawrenceville,
VA: Brunswick Pub. Co., 1999.

Williams, Mark. Archaeological Exca-
vations at the Jackson Landing/
Mulatto Bayou Earthwork. Ar-
chaeological Report #19. Jack-
son, MS: Mississippi Depart-
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It is time to elect board
members to serve from January
2016 through December 2017. Fi-
nal selections will be made in elec-
tions at the November meeting.

Our nominating committee
will submit its recommendations,
but we are also asking the general
membership for nominations. If
you would like to serve or to rec-
ommend someone, please call 467-
4090 or nominate from the floor at
the November meeting. The offic-
es being filled this year are presi-
dent, second vice president, public-

ity chairman, and historian. Thank
you to those who served on the
board during these past two years.

PLEASE VOLUNTEER
TO HELP WITH THE
CEMETERY TOUR.
228-467-4090

d&ow,z

NEW MEMBERS

Marguerite and Billy App
Bay Saint Louis, MS

Brady Prauser
New Orleans, LA

Three chances to

win on each ticket!
(I Ticket for $10 or
3 Tickets for $25)

Hancock County Historical Society

1st Annual Christmas Raffle

U
oA

$10.00 Ticket
December 3,2015

(Need not be present to win)

For tickets or other information contact

a Board Member below or call 467-4090

John Gibson, President, 228-342-7630 Georgie Morton, Treasurer, 228-832-0327

Jim Thriffiley, 1st VP, 228-493-4677 Ellis Cuovas, Publicity

Christina Richardson, 2nd VP, 228-222-7018  Jackie Allain, Historian, 228-342-3817

Lana Noonan, Secretary, 228-493-4358 Ames Kergosien, Mbr at Large, 228-493-2429
Charles Gray, Executive Director, 228-467-4090

BOOKS FOR SALE AT
LOBRANO HOUSE

Bay Saint Louis: Celebrating the First 300 Years
By the HCHS ($15.00)

Blueberry Peaches,
Red Robin Pie
By Stella LaViolette
and Paul Estronza La Violette ($25.00)

Early Hancock County: A Few of Her People and
Some of Their Stories
By Russell B. Guerin ($29.95)

Eyes of an Eagle: An Illustrated History of Early
Houma-Terrebonne
By
Christopher Everette Cenac, Sr., M.D. (850.00)

The Forever Saints Fan Club
By Leona Lee ($9.95)

Holly
By Paul La Violette ($20.00)

Livestock Brands & Marks: An Unexpected Bay-
ou Country History
By
Christopher Everette Cenac, Sr., M.D. ($70.00)

Moonshine Adventures Four: The Lost Moon-
shine City
By Al Saucier ($20.00)

One Dog, Two Dogs, Three Dogs, Four ...
By Paul La Violette ($20.00)

Requiem for the Lily: A Novel of Gulf Coast His-

tory
By Placide D. Nicaise

Scrapbook of Treasured Memories
By Connie Heitzmann and Betty Stechmann
($20.00)

The Way to Stone Hill
By Paul LaViolette ($20.00)

West Side Stories
Before, During, and After on Mississippi’s
West Coast
Photographs and Commentary by
Vicki Niolet and Betty Stechmann ($28.00)

A White Egret in the Shallows
By Paul La Violette ($20.00)

Wilderness Families of the Gulf Coast
By Placide D. Nicaise ($20.00)

PLEASE ADD $5.00 SHIPPING FOR THE
FIRST BOOK ($2.00 EACH ADDITIONAL
BOOK) ON MAIL ORDERS.
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One-of-a-Kind Pieces

ane (Plub

Antique & Vintage Furniture

Estate Liquidation Services

Blue Rose Estate Sales
Go Green! Invest in timeless treasures of the past
442 Main St. Bay Saint Louis, MS 39520
BlueRoseEstateSales@gmeoil.com
BlueRoseEstateSales.com

Jul Lee Pursley-Dedeaux

Proprietor

(228) 231-1396

Eoek

' o ‘Iés‘-v.v-. 3
1004 MemorialiBl vd
P.O.Box418

L The Forever Saints Fan Club

By L.L. Lee

This new book by Ms. Lee is an inspi-
rational tribute to four devoted Saints
fans, to the team they loved, and to
Saints fans everywhere.

Available at Bay Books, Amazon.com,
Kindle, and the Historical Society

Contact Lee3731@bellsouth.net or
Amazon.com/author/lllee

ceH

Picayune, MS'394668 "8
China Lamps & Lighting Fine Jewelry 800.354.FORD(3 575 g
Art : Ofc. 601.798/62020%
Silver Bronzes & Statuary Fax 601.799.0202
. Established (V¥ el
Collectibles Coins 1848 Altl }T} hh FL
Vintage & Art Glass 3 B

Figurines Clocks MLS B Broker

-l

= i ml&l”ﬁis%?fﬁua:n#’; T

T2 S i ESICHl
LSOO AT
LANGUAGE .

_'_!'MII?I}I ol m R Fflﬂ"‘.'l‘_'"-

ol

e

Strategic_ .
Communications

How the public perceives your company is parsmount to
success, We use extensive research, thorough planning,
;Ilul H) llu\llulllhl”) { |.|l'h'd SIAregy o Create nn\|vu'll\'n-x\t
campaigns that work hand-inhand with your business’s

Ul‘)l‘l,fl\\'-

We find the best ways to manage your company’s brand to
help you build influence and become the leader in your

industry, We build strong parmerzhips with our clienrs to
understand their goals, and we implement our proprictary

communications strategies to help them fulfill eheir wear for
objectives through a shared focus and consistent messaging. men and women

Dan Bader

228.466.5165
baybeau@live.com

528 State Street

Bay St. Louis MS 39520

B. R. Hawkins

LINEN « COTTON = SILK 4

134 Aiken Road | Waveland, MS 39576
(228) 6781-9065 | br@brhawkins.com

OPEN SUNDAYS

228-463-2124
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REAL ESTATE, Lic

Joey G. Manieri ® Broker
Sales
Property Management
Vacation Rentals
Residential Rentals

501 Main Street Suite #3
Bay St. Louis, MS. 39520
228-466-4793 (Office)
228-216-5750 (Cell)
228-466-4794 (Fax)
manierij@bellsouth.net
www.manierirealestates.com

Court Appointed Special Advocates
CASA of Hancock County

Volunteers

Needed
am for the child™

. Advocating for the
abused and neglected

children in Hancock County ...
. a communtty SN

A< Merrill Lynch
é‘dﬂ% Wealth Manaygemtml‘

B of Arency Sweporslon

Steve B. Treutel

Vice President
Senior Financial Advisor

Mississippi Gulf Coast
(228) 385-6307

Merrill Lynch Wealth Management makes available products and services offered by Merrill Lynch,

Pierce, Fenner & Smith incorporated, a registered broker-dealer and member SIPC, and other subsidar-
ies of Bank of America Corporation. All rights reserved.
AD-06-12-0048

ARSOT2V1-10-11 Code 453007PM-0612

Todd N. Thriffiley

Attorney at Law

Phone: (228) 467-2400

READ! ESCAPE! ENJOY!
SUPPORT YOUR HISTORICAL SOCIETY

_.__‘-.vr-lq

Droasttviay. Paslres,

$20.00

$20.00

| Wikite Egred In
Tlre Shallows

BOOKS BY
PAUL LAVIOLETTE AVAIL-
ABLE AT THE HANCOCK
COUNTY HISTORICAL

$20.00
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SUE ASHMAN 418 Highway 90
ABR, CRS, GRI, SRS Waveland, MS 39576
BROKER

e
=

Office: (228) 467-5454 Cell: (228) 216-7864
Fax: (228) 466-4561 Email: sueashman@aol.com
www.Ashman-Moliere.com

DOORS OF BAY SAINT LOUIS

f—
E
A 0

Bay St Louis:

412 Hwy 90
128-466-4498

SOUTHGROU?

GULF COAST

» We offer Personal, Business, Life
and Health Insurance

+ We help our clients save
Dismondhead: money and get more value

5400 Indian Hill .

228'467'2272 . '-‘4'(-3 are TﬂlSted (hOICe
and have been awarded the
Best Practices Designation.

For more information, please

visit owr website

www.southgroupgulfcoast.com
central fax: 888-415-8922

Baq Co&ages

Historic 800 Lovie Me.
Vaeabon Qlﬂ'hl

305 Main

www.vrbo.com (ID #313124 & 400259) 228-466-4793

!

JOHN "CORKY" HADDEN
Financial Advisor

RAYMOND JAMES"®

T 228.466.9888 837A Highway 90

T 888.465.9968 Bay Saint Louis, MS 38520

F 228,466.9978 corky.hadden@raymondjames.com
http://www.RaymondJames.com

Raymond James Financial Services, Inc,

HANCOCK LEG- This book is a col-

ENDS EXPLORED; EA 8 LY = lection of stories
FLESH PUT ON HANCOCK about Hancock
SOME OLD COUNTY County, MS, and
BONES. N some of its people,
including J.F.H.
BY Claiborne, Jean
RUSSELL GUERIN Lafitte, Simon Fa-
vre, Andrew Jack-
$29.95 son, Jr., Asa Russ,

and Christian Koch.

Charles B. Benvenuttl

Certified Public Accountant

Charles B. Benvenutti, CPA, PA

831 Highway 90

P.O.Box 2639 228-467-1402
Bay St. Louis, MS Fax 228-467-2594

39521-2639 E-mail: Chuck@Benvenutticpa.com
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