
COMING EVENTS AT  

LOBRANO HOUSE 
  

The monthly luncheon meeting 

will be held on Thursday, March 

17, 2016, at noon at the Kate 

Lobrano House.  Guest speaker for 

the program will be Basil Kennedy 

who will speak on the history of 

the Bay Waveland Yacht Club.  

Reservations are required  and 

may be made by calling 467-4090.  

Respectfully we must request 

that you please call by noon on 

Wednesday, March 16, 2015, to 

make your reservation, to help us 

plan seating which is limited to for-

ty-eight people, and to apprise us 

of the number for whom to prepare.  

The price of lunch is $12.00.  
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Henry Jetton Tudury 

 

By 

Eddie Coleman 

 
 Too often the tradition in 

literature has been to romanticize 

the exploits of soldiers and heroes 

on the battlefield.  In fact, it was 

not until Stephen Crane’s The Red 

Badge of Courage that American 

authors  began to write of the hor-

rors, tragedies, and hardships of 

war.  In this same vein, Henry Jet-

ton Tudury wrote in his diary an 

account of his experiences in 

World War I.  Even though the 

diary contains the minutia of daily 

life in the trenches of France and 

Germany, it also gives the reader a 

vivid account of battle and its every-

man soldier. 

 Born in Bay Saint Louis, 

MS, in 1885, Henry Jetton Tudury 

enlisted in the army on April 24, 

1917.  After training he was assigned 

as a mess sergeant to the 59th Infan-

try and transferred to Camp Greene, 

Charlotte, NC.  In December of 

1917, he became part of the newly 

formed 12th Machine Gun Battalion  

(MG), 8th Infantry Brigade, Fourth 

Division American Expeditionary 

Force (AEF).   Even though he had 

www.hancockcountyhistoricalsociety.com 

MEMBERSHIP FEES 
 

 It’s time for current members 

to renew their memberships in the 

Historical Society and to encour-

age family and friends to join us 

too.  The price of membership has 

risen to $30.00 per year.  If your 

membership is due, your address 

label will read “Time to renew 

your membership.” Please mail 

your renewal checks to Hancock 

County Historical Society, P. O. 

Box 3356, Bay St. Louis, MS 

39521. 

General John J. Pershing awarding Private Henry J. Tudury the  

Distinguished Service Cross on March 18, 1919 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 

PLEASE SEE PAGE 4 



not stand up but gained strength, 

and was back with my company in 

two weeks, they were preparing for 

St. Mihiel sector of Verdon Front 

[sic].”  In addition to fighting the 

enemy on one front, Tudury’s com-

pany also provided “covering fire” 

for French troops, who were reliev-

ing American soldiers.   

 Pushing deeper into Ger-

man territory, Tudury’s company 

joined French forces moving into 

the woods surrounding Verdun.  

While Tudury was sleeping in a 

French dugout there, the Germans 

lobed a high explosive shell in his 

direction which blew him out of 

bed.  Although his comrades 

thought him lost, Tudury was un-

harmed by the blast. 

 From September 25, until 

October 23, 1918, Tudury and his 

company were engaged in the 

Meuse-Argonne Offensive, com-

monly referred to as the Battle of 

the Argonne Forest.  During this 

time period, he wrote of participat-

ing in taking “Dead Man’s Hill,” a 

stronghold the Germans had said 

would never be taken.  Further, he 

recorded that he and his men were 

“wet for about 20 days and ...were 

just loaded with German Cooties 

[sic].” 

 Even though Tudury had 

been gassed and bombed previous-

ly, it was in the Argonne that he 

received his final wound.  His diary 

reports that soldiers all around him 

were being killed by direct fire and 

that he was hit on the head by a 

three inch shell.  Further, he said 

the shell probably didn’t hit him at 

full speed because it just bent his 

helmet leaving him dazed for about 

five minutes with a “hickey” on his 

head. 

 The last major German of-

fensive on the western front began 

with the Second Battle of the Marne 

and ended with Allied forces push-

ing Germany eastward to be en-

gaged at the Battle of the Argonne 
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HOURS 

 

MONDAY   —  FRIDAY        
10:00AM  —  3:00PM 

Closed:  12:00—1:00 (lunch) 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

“TO PRESERVE THE GENERAL 

AND ARCHITECTURAL HISTORY 

OF HANCOCK COUNTY AND TO 

PRESERVE THE KATE LOBRANO 

HOUSE AND COLLECTIONS 

THEREIN; TO RESEARCH AND IN-

TERPRET LIFE IN HANCOCK 

COUNTY; AND TO ENCOURAGE 

AN APPRECIATION OF AND IN-

TEREST IN HISTORICAL PRESER-

VATION.” 
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been denied leave to return home in 

December, he took “French 

leave” (AWOL) and traveled to 

Bay Saint Louis to marry Zelma 

Bermond on December 27, 1917.  

Unfortunately upon his return to 

camp, he was demoted from ser-

geant to private. 

 In late April, he and his 

unit left Camp Greene for New 

York.  On May 7, 1918, they sailed 

aboard the ship Aquitana bound for 

Liverpool, England, before crossing 

the English Channel for France.  

Tudury noted that all soldiers were 

required to wear their life vests at 

all times aboard the ship, which 

followed a “zig zag” course to 

avoid the German U boats sur-

rounding the British Isles.  After 

docking at Liverpool, the soldiers 

traveled eastward by train to cross 

into France at the Strait of Dover.  

Here they could hear the big guns 

across the channel in Flanders.  

 After arriving at Calais, 

France, on May 16, 1917, Tudury’s 

unit sometimes traveled by train, 

but more often than not they 

marched, or as he put it used 

“hobnail” transport.  Even a 

sprained ankle he had suffered 

aboard the transport ship did not 

exempt Tudury from marching with 

his unit while carrying a full pack. 

 After the servicemen had 

received training on the Hotchkiss 

gun, a standard machine gun used 

by the French Army in the war and 

also used extensively by the AEF, 

the doughboys arrived at the Cha-

teau-Thierry front to aid the French 

in the Second Battle of the Marne.  

During the three day period from 

July 18 to July 20, 1917, his unit 

encountered heavy fighting.  As 

Tudury recorded in his diary, “I 

was gassed two or three times, but 

stuck to my post until I ran into a 

gas shell, and don’t know how I left 

the battlefield, was taken to Base 

Hospital 46 and was so weak could 



loxi Visitors Center, located at 1050 

Beach Blvd. across from the Biloxi 

Lighthouse.  Previously the event 

had run for several days, but this 

year it was limited to one.  

 Organizations which pre-

sented exhibits were the Biloxi Fire 

Museum, the Local History and Ge-

nealogy Department of the Biloxi 

Library, the Maritime and Seafood 

Industry Museum, Beauvoir, the 

Biloxi Schools, Keesler Air Force 

Base, the Gulf Park Campus of the 

University of Southern Mississippi, 

the Ohr-Okeefe Museum, and the 

Department of Marine Resources.    

Historical societies participating 

were the Hancock County Historical 

Society, the Mississippi Coast His-

torical and Genealogical Society, 

and the Historical Society of Gulf-

port.  Additionally, the following 

ethnic groups participated:  the 

Fleur de Lis Ladies Auxiliary, the 

Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox 

Church (Greek and Russian), the 

Jewish Community, the Irish Cul-

tural Society, and the Slavonian La-

dies Auxiliary. 

 The Hancock exhibit in-

cluded the Monte Walden Collec-

tion of Native American Artifacts, 

an 1857 map of the Bay of Saint 

Louis and Shieldsboro Harbor, a 

child’s chair made by Prudent Mal-

lard, noted New Orleans furniture 

maker, and the preserved Book of 

Marks and Brands for Hancock 

County.  The items which drew the 

most attention in the exhibit were 

this Book of Marks and Brands and 

the Native American artifacts.  In 

addition to the entries in the book,  

visitors were most intrigued by the 

handwriting and made many re-

marks bemoaning the  loss of good 

penmanship nowadays. 

 History Day is held each 

February at the Biloxi Visitors Cen-

ter around February 13, the date 

d’Iberville and Bienville set foot on 

the Mississippi Gulf Coast in 1699. 
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Forest.  This conflict led to the sign-

ing of the Armistice on November 

11, 1918. 

 For service to his country 

during World War I, Henry Tudury 

received a Purple Heart and numer-

ous battle bars.  Combined with the 

two most acclaimed medals he re-

ceived, the Distinguished Service 

Cross (DSC) and the Croix de 

Guerre, he was the most decorated 

Mississippi soldier of the Great 

War.  Pinned by General John Per-

shing, Tudury received the DSC on 

March 18, 1919.  On July 18 of that 

year he received the Croix de 

Guerre from General Pétain of the 

French Military Forces.   

 After his celebrated return 

home, Henry Tudury lived a quiet 

life in Bay St. Louis with his wife 

and four daughters, seldom men-

tioning his trials on the battlefield 

and the outstanding bravery he had 

exhibited in facing the horrors of 

war.  His daughters remember that 

they were not allowed to shoot fire-

crackers or make loud noises 

around him.  As a result of his be-

ing exposed to mustard gas, Tudury 

suffered from general ill health in-

cluding nervousness and bouts of 

excessive drinking for the remain-

der of his life. 

 
SOURCES: 

Bergeron, Kat.  “Henry Tudury Was a 

 Fighting Man’s Fighter.”  The 

 Daily Herald (Biloxi, MS), 29 

 Nov. 1981. 

Sullivan, Charles, Ed.  “The Diary of 

 Henry Jetton Tudury:  Missis-

 sippi’s  Most Decorated 

 Doughboy of World War I.”  

 The Journal   of    Mississippi 

 History, November 1985.   Re-

 printed by the  City of Bay 

 St. Louis for the  Second An-

 nual Military Memorabilia 

 Exhibit, November 12-13, 

 1999. 

“Tudury, Henry J.”  Awards and Cita-

 tions in Military Times, 26 

 Feb. 2016 

 <www.militarytimes.com>. 

 

History Week 

in Biloxi 
 

By 

Eddie Coleman 
 

 The Mississippi Coast His-

torical and Genealogical Society 

and the City of Biloxi hosted the 

26th Annual Gulf Coast Historical 

and Cultural Exposition on Satur-

day, February 20, 2016,  at the Bi-

The citation for Henry Tudury reads, “The 

President of the United States of America, 

authorized by Act of Congress, July 9, 1918, 

takes pleasure in presenting the Distin-

guished Service Cross to Private Henry 

Tudury (ASN: ******), United States Army, 

for extraordinary heroism in action while 

serving with Company C, 12th Machine-Gun 

Battalion, 4th Division, A.E.F., near Cour-

champs, France , July 18-20, 1918.  Engaged 

as a runner, Private Tudury made repeated 

trips through intense shelling and machine-

gun fire.  On July 18 he was gassed, but 

bravely continued with his heroic work until 

he fell exhausted on the 20th.” 

The Distinguished Service 

Cross 
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NEW MEMBERS 

 

George and Kathleen Becker 

Bay Saint Louis, MS 

 

Micheline Cazayoux 

Diamondhead, MS 

 

James Hemsley and  

Maureen M. Evans 

Bay Saint Louis, MS 

 

Robbie and Lisa Kroger 

Bay Saint Louis, MS 

 

Eddie Miller 

Gulfport, MS 

Comments from Our  

President 

 

 

SCENES FROM HISTORY DAY 2016 

Hancock County 

Historical Society 

Keesler Air Force 

Base 

Maritime and 

Seafood Museum 

Holy Trinity 

Greek Orthodox 

Church 

Biloxi Fire  

Museum 
Historical Society 

of Gulfport 

Mississippi Coast Historical 

& Genealogical Society 

Julie Suarez, Event 

Coordinator 

ATTENTION VOLUNTEERS 

 

Volunteers are needed to salvage old Hancock County records dating from 

1853.  If you can give an hour or two or more to help preserve these valua-

ble documents, please get in touch with Jerry Heitzmann at 228-255-4100 

for more information. 
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The Forever Saints Fan Club 
By L.L. Lee 

 
This new book by Ms. Lee is an inspi-

rational tribute to four devoted Saints 

fans, to the team they loved, and to 

Saints fans everywhere. 

 

Available at Bay Books, Amazon.com, 

Kindle, and the Historical Society 

 

Contact Lee3731@bellsouth.net or 

Amazon.com/author/lllee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Competitive Pricing 

China 

Vintage & Art Glass 

Art 

Silver 

Antique & Vintage Furniture 

Estate Liquidation Services 

Fine Jewelry Lamps & Lighting 

Coins 

Clocks Figurines 

Collectibles 

Bronzes & Statuary 

One-of-a-Kind Pieces 
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READ!  ESCAPE!  ENJOY! 

SUPPORT YOUR HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

BOOKS BY  

PAUL LAVIOLETTE AVAIL-

ABLE AT THE HANCOCK 

COUNTY HISTORICAL 

$25.00 

$20.00 

$20.00 

$20.00 

$20.00 

 

Steve B. Treutel 

Vice President 

Mississippi Gulf Coast 

(228) 385-6307 

Merrill Lynch Wealth Management makes available products and services offered by Merrill Lynch, 

Pierce, Fenner & Smith incorporated, a registered broker-dealer and member SIPC, and other subsidar-

ies of Bank of America Corporation.  All rights reserved. 

AD-06-12-0048 ARSOT2V1-10-11 Code 453007PM-0612 

 

 

PLACE YOUR AD HERE. 
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 305 Main 

 

228-466-4793 
 

www.vrbo.com (ID #313124 & 400259) 
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