THE

HISTORIAN

www.hancockcountyhistoricalsociety.com

OF HANCOCK COUNTY

Bay Saint Louis, Mississippi

April 2016

COMING EVENTS AT
LOBRANO HOUSE

The monthly luncheon meeting
will be held on Thursday, April
21, 2016, at noon at the Kate
Lobrano House. Guest speaker
for the program will be Dr. An-
drew J. Martinolich who will
speak on the history of the hos-
pital system in Hancock County.
Reservations are required and
may be made by calling 467-
4090. Respectfully we must
request that you please call by
noon on Wednesday, April 20,
2016, to make your reservation,
to help us plan seating which is
limited to forty-eight people,
and to apprise us of the number
for whom to prepare. The price
of lunch is $12.00.
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The Fenton Still’s output is 2,500 barrels of spirits
and 10,000 barrels of rosin, c. 1910.

The Turpentine Industry
in Hancock County

By
James Keating, MD

Turpentine production was
at one time an important chapter in
the economic history of Hancock
County. It is estimated that in the
early twentieth century approxi-
mately 50% of workers in the
county were employed in the tim-
ber industry and another 15% of
workers were used for the produc-
tion of naval stores or turpentine.
Annual production in Mississippi
in 1882 was approximately 15,000
casks or 750,000 gallons of tur-
pentine. By 1905 annual produc-
tion had increased to 63,207 casks

or 3,150,000 gallons. The piney for-
ests of the South in that era provided
a plentiful natural resource which
small plants with kilns tapped or
chemically converted by distillation
into a much needed oil or extract.
For a few decades the local industry
enjoyed cheap labor, adequate out-
side financing, and an attractive sup-
ply and demand curve in the global
market. This spirit of turpentine had
many different uses, one as a paint
and varnish solvent. It was in great
demand at that time, and much of the
product was exported to Europe.
Hancock County played an important
role in the story of the rise and de-
cline of the turpentine industry in the
United States.

Defined by the Columbia
Encyclopedia, naval stores is a “term
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initially applied to cordage, mask,
resin, tar, and timber used in the
building of wooden sailing ships;
but it now designates the products
obtained from the pine tree, e.g.
pine oil, pitch, resin, tar, and tur-
pentine.” During the colonial peri-
od the naval stores industry was
developed on the eastern seacoast.
In the early nineteenth century the
distillation process of the gum of
pine trees was improved, and this
enhancement made the process at-
tractive to Southern plantation own-
ers who lived in the pine forests.
Next to cotton, timber, and rice,
turpentine became one of the
South’s greatest exports.  Over
time, the production of turpentine
and the timber industry caused the
destruction of the piney forests of
the Carolinas and Georgia. This
destruction led to the movement of
these industries to Florida and Mis-
sissippi by the end of the nineteenth
century.

About 1900 there was con-
siderable speculation in timber in
southern Mississippi, and many
thousands of acres exchanged hands
at fifty to seventy-five cents an
acre. Approximately ten turpentine
plants opened at various locations
in Hancock County often adjacent
to lumber mills. Cheap and plenti-
ful raw material was an essential
ingredient for the success of a busi-
ness producing a commodity in this

early economy. A key figure in the
local naval stores/turpentine indus-
try was R.R. Perkins who came to
Hancock County from South Caro-
lina and Georgia. He initially
moved to Caesar, MS, in 1904 and
launched a turpentine business.
Building the Imperial Naval Stores
Co., Ltd, he became the largest sin-
gle producer of naval stores in Mis-
sissippi. With headquarters in Bay
St. Louis, his company was one of
the largest business enterprises in
the state, capitalized at $500,000. In
addition, he was also president of
the Hancock Naval Stores Co. in
Dillville, MS, and he owned turpen-
tine plants in Caesar, Vidalia,
Sellars, Fenton, Standard, and Cata-
houla. Later, he and his family
moved from Caesar to Bay St. Lou-
is, where he became a leading citi-
zen of the town and where he
served as president of the Mer-
chants Bank. In addition to Per-
kins, there were other navel store
operators in Hancock County such
as W.B. Gillican of Standard Tur-
pentine Co. and Dewitt Bacon of
Bay Naval Stores Co.

Turpentine collection was
initially accomplished by cutting a
large “box’ defect in the lower bark
of the tree trunk to serve as a recep-
tacle for the sap. This process or
technique injured the tree, and lum-
bermen began to refuse to allow

One of the
many ox
teams used
in transport-
ing the crude
products
from the
woods to the
stills.
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Known as
“cupping
the gum,
this process
damages a
8 healthy tree
i3] by stripping
| away the
bark so that
resin could
be caught in
the “cups”
at the base
of the pine.

small turpentine operators the use
of their pine forests. These small
operators began to disappear, and
the navel stores industry became
increasingly concentrated in the
hands of fewer people. Develop-
ment of an improved method of the
“slit and cup” technique allowed the
timber and turpentine industries to
coexist.  Originally, the Iumber
companies looked upon the turpen-
tine (naval stores) business as a nui-
sance, but once the new cup system
demonstrated little damage to their
pine trees, the big lumber compa-
nies such as Poitevant and Favre
absorbed the turpentine companies.
They did limit turpentine sapping to
three years only before harvesting
the trees for timber.

The turpentine industry was
extremely labor intensive. The mi-
grating operators from the Carolinas
and Georgia brought with them
hundreds of black laborers who for
generations had been navel store
workers, forming a unique socioec-
onomic group commonly known as
turpentine workers. These capable
and hard working men made an es-
sential contribution to the economic
evolution in the piney woods of
Hancock County. Nollie Hickman,
the dean of the piney woods histori-
ans, has written that “naval stores
was, in fact, a black industry, and
without the black man, could not

have existed.” Cheap labor was
crucial to the economic formula for
success of this industry in this time
frame. The economic formula of
cheap forests, railroad expansion,
cheap black labor, and outside
“timber carpetbaggers” providing
necessary financing benefited both
the lumber and turpentine industries
in that era.

Unfortunately, there was
rapid decline of the Mississippi na-
val stores industry after 1910. By
then nearly half of the available
pines had been tapped, and by the
late 1930’s the little turpentine pro-
duction that remained could be
found only on small, usually scat-
tered tracts. The successful eco-
nomic formula did not last. The
piney forests in Mississippi became
depleted, and federal labor laws
required increased compensation
and benefits. Improved technology
such as conversion from the gum
naval stores technique using live
pine trees to the wood naval stores
technique using dead pine tree
stumps did not deter the decline of
the turpentine industry. A similar
phenomenon occurred in the lumber
industry in Hancock County which
is now mostly pulp or pulpwood
production for paper. In addition,

there was decreased demand for
turpentine because of substitution
for different kinds of paint and pe-
troleum products. There was virtual
extinction of the gum turpentine
industry in Hancock County after
World War II. Brazil, Portugal,
China, and Indonesia gradually be-
came the major world producers of
naval stores.

In conclusion, turpentine
was an important chemical industry
that developed in Hancock County
in the late nineteenth century. Lat-
er, a cluster of polymer and chemi-
cal companies would develop in the
county in Port Bienville in the late
twentieth century. The story of tur-
pentine demonstrates the signifi-
cance of a successful economic for-
mula that includes cheap, plentiful
raw materials, cheap skilled labor,
adequate outside financing, and a
convenient means of transportation
of freight by railroad and/or river.
The story predated the eventual
transformation of the economy of
Hancock County from early agrar-
ian/timber to a more diverse, mod-
ern industrial/agricultural/resort
profile. The glorious, dense forests
of giant, virgin pine trees provided
oil of turpentine and in turn gave
employment to many workers and

TURPENTINE PRODUCTION IN MISSISSIPPI (in gallons)

1882 750,000 1910
1899 3,213,850 1914
1904 3,160,371 1919
1905 3,150,000 1922
1907 2,282,500 1923
1908 2,277,850 1930
1909 1,588,768 1939

1,750,000 1941 393,500

2,385,000 113,500
1,749,800 60,500
2,880,839
2,015,865
1,267,776

832,600
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made a few men wealthy for several
decades in the late nineteenth and
early twentieth centuries.
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Gamble, Thomas, ed. Naval Stores:
History, Production, Distribu-
tion, and Consumption. Sa-
vannah: Review Publishing
and Printing Co., 1921.
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Woods,” in Mississippi Piney
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tive. Ed. Noel Polk. Jackson,
MS: University Press of Mis-
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Hickman, Nollie. Mississippi Harvest.
Montgomery, AL: The Para-
gon Press, 1962.
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Pines: The Naval Stores In-
dustry in the American South.
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State University Press, 2004.

Scharff, Robert.  Louisiana’s Loss,
Mississippi’s  Gain. Law-
renceville, VA:  Brunswick
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Charles Gray Receives the
Prestigious Dunbar Rowland
Award from the Mississippi
Historical Society

On March 5, 2016, Charles
Gray of Bay St. Louis received the
Dunbar Rowland Award for his life-
long contributions to the preserva-
tion, study, and interpretation of
Mississippi history.  Gray is the
long time executive director of the
Hancock County Historical Society
(HCHS) and has been a member of
the society since the early 1980s. He
has also served on the Hancock
County Historic Preservation Board
and the Mississippi Historical Soci-
ety’s board of directors. Gray was
instrumental in the acquisition of
the Lobrano House, the documenta-
tion of local cemeteries and historic
properties in Hancock County, and
the digitization of the HCHS photo-

graph collection. Gray was named NEW MEMBERS
Citizen of the Year for Hancock
County by the local Chamber of Dwayne & Mary Ann Bremer

Commerce in 1999, and as a result
of his leadership, HCHS received
the Mississippi Historical Society’s
Frank E. Everett Award in 2010 for
its outstanding contributions to the
preservation and interpretation of
local history.

Bay St. Louis, MS

Dorothy Drackett
Diamondhead, MS

Jennifer & Mike Kopke
Waveland, MS

Charles Gray, Executive Director of the Hancock County Historical Socie-
ty, proudly shows his Dunbar Rowland Award to Dr. Marco Giardino,
president of the HCHS Board of Directors.

Books for Sale at Lobrano House

Requiem for the Lily: A Novel of Gulf Coast
History
By Placide D. Nicaise

Bay Saint Louis: Celebrating the First 300
Years
By the HCHS (815.00)

Scrapbook of Treasured Memories
By Connie Heitzmann and Betty Stechmann

Early Hancock County: A Few of Her People
and Some of Their Stories

By Russell B. Guerin ($29.95) ($20.00)
Eyes of an Eagle: An Illustrated History of West Side Stories
Early Houma-Terrebonne Before, During, and After on Mississippi’s
By West Coast

Christopher Everette Cenac, Sr., M.D. ($50.00) Photographs and Commentary by

Vicki Niolet and Betty Stechmann ($28.00)
Livestock Brands & Marks: An Unexpected
Bayou Country History Wilderness Families of the Gulf Coast
By By Placide D. Nicaise ($20.00)
Christopher Everette Cenac, Sr., M.D. ($70.00)

Please see the AD on p. 6 for available books by Paul and Stella LaViolette.

PLEASE ADD $5.00 SHIPPING FOR THE FIRST BOOK ($2.00 EACH ADDITIONAL
BOOK) ON MAIL ORDERS.
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. FOREVER The Forever Saints Fan Club

Competitive Pricing R O
‘ By L.L. Lee

, One-of-a-Kind Pieces

Tese (Yt

This new book by Ms. Lee is an inspi-
rational tribute to four devoted Saints
fans, to the team they loved, and to
Saints fans everywhere.

Antique & Vintage Furniture

Estate Liquidation Services

Available at Bay Books, Amazon.com,
BlllC R()SC Estate Salcs Kindle, and the Historical Society
Go Green! Invest in timeless treasures of the past
442 Main St. Bay Saint Louis, MS 39520
BlueRoseEstateSales@gmaoil.com
BlueRoseEstateSales.com

Contact Lee3731@bellsouth.net or
Amazon.com/author/lllee

Jul Lee Pursley-Dedeaux

Proprietor
(228) 231-1396 esi
o 1004 Memorial Blvd
 Estate g P.O.Box418;

Picayune, MS 394663
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Art Y Ofc. 601.798/620218
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Dan Bader

228.466.5165
.com

PantinG & 528 State Street
Bay St. Louis MS 39520
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Strategic_ .
Communications

How the public perceives your company is parmount to

success, We use extensive research, thorough planning, x
and a thonghtfully ceafred strategy to create « omprehensive B a |' I a o J O |.] Q S
campaigns that work hand-inhand with your business’s

objectives Making Things Right

\\'L lll\t' llll "l ST WIYS £O manage your .n||||n|||\ ’\[uu‘ o : e
help you build influence and become the leader in youm DaV|d VV Ba”a
Attorney

industry, We build strong parmersships wirh our clienrs o

understand their goals, and we ““l'l"““'"' Olr proprictary

communications strategies to help them fulfill eheir

nh)r\ tives Ilnnlu"\ an «ll.ll\'(' focus ;nh| CONSISIEeNt messaging

44 Main Street, Bay St. Louis, MS 39520
T:(228) 270-0001 | F: (601) 948-0306

dbaria@barialaw.com

B. R. Hawkins

134 Aiken Road | Waveland, MS 39576

(228) 6781-9065 | br@brhawkins.com Bar!aLa\N com
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REAL ESTATE, Lic

Joey G. Manieri ® Broker
Sales
Property Management
Vacation Rentals
Residential Rentals

501 Main Street Suite #3
Bay St. Louis, MS. 39520
228-466-4793 (Office)
228-216-5750 (Cell)
228-466-4794 (Fax)
manierij@bellsouth.net
www.manierirealestates.com

Court Appointed Special Advocates
CASA of Hancock County

Volunteers

Needed
am for the child™

. Advocating for the
abused and neglected

children in Hancock County ...
. a communtty SN

A< Merrill Lynch
é‘dﬂ% Wealth Manaygemtml‘

B of Arency Sweporslon

Steve B. Treutel

Vice President
Senior Financial Advisor

Mississippi Gulf Coast
(228) 385-6307

Merrill Lynch Wealth Management makes available products and services offered by Merrill Lynch,

Pierce, Fenner & Smith incorporated, a registered broker-dealer and member SIPC, and other subsidar-
ies of Bank of America Corporation. All rights reserved.
AD-06-12-0048

ARSOT2V1-10-11 Code 453007PM-0612

Todd N. Thriffiley

Attorney at Law

Phone: (228) 467-2400

READ! ESCAPE! ENJOY!
SUPPORT YOUR HISTORICAL SOCIETY.

_.__‘-.vr-lq

Droasttviay. Paslres,

$20.00

$20.00

| Wikite Egred In
Tlre Shallows

BOOKS BY
PAUL LAVIOLETTE AVAIL-
ABLE AT THE HANCOCK
COUNTY HISTORICAL

$20.00
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SUE ASHMAN 418 Highway 90
ABR, CRS, GRI, SRS Waveland, MS 39576
BROKER

e
=

Office: (228) 467-5454
Fax: (228) 466-4561

Cell: (228) 216-7864
Email: sueashman@aol.com

www.Ashman-Moliere.com

DOORS OF BAY SAINT LOUIS

s

Bay St Louis:
412 Hwy 90
128-466-4498

SOUTHGROUP

GULF COAST

» We offer Personal, Business, Life
and Health Insurance

* We help our clients save
money and get more value

Diamondhead:
5400 Indian Hill
228-467-2272

+ We are Trusted Choice
and have been awarded the
Best Practices Designation.

For more information, please

visit owr website

www.southgroupgulfeoast.com
central fax: 888-415-8922

Baq Co&ages

Hl‘bﬂt Bw SL Louu Mc
Vaeahon Rlﬂhl

305 Main
228-466-4793

www.vrbo.com (ID #313124 & 400259)

JOHN "CORKY" HADDEN
Financial Advisor

RAYMOND JAMES"®

T 228.466.9888
T 888.465.9968
F 228.466.9978

837A Highway 90

Bay Saint Louis, MS 38520
corky.hadden@raymor \dyﬂln gs.com
http://www.RaymondJames.com

Raymond James Financial Services, Inc,

PLACE YOUR AD HERE.

Charles B. Benvenuttl

Certified Public Accountant

Charles B. Benvenutti, CPA, PA

831 Highway 90

P.O.Box 2639 228-467-1402
Bay St. Louis, MS Fax 228-467-2594

39521-2639 E-mail: Chuck@Benvenutticpa.com
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