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COMING EVENTS AT
LOBRANO HOUSE

The monthly luncheon meeting
will be held on Thursday, June
16, 2016, at noon at the Kate
Lobrano House. Guest speaker
for the program will be Sea
Coast Echo writer Dwayne
Bremer, who will speak on the
last hanging in Hancock Coun-
ty. Reservations are required
and may be made by calling 467
-4090. Respectfully we must
request that you please call by
noon on Wednesday, June 15,
2016, to make your reservation,
to help us plan seating which is
limited to forty-eight people,
and to apprise us of the number
for whom to prepare. The price
of lunch is $12.00.

CEMETERY TOUR

Even though October is five
months away, it’s time to begin mak-
ing plans for the Hancock County
Historical Society 23rd Annual Cem-
etery Tour. It will be held on Hal-
loween night, Monday, October 31,
2016, at Cedar Rest Cemetery on
Second Street. We will need mem-
bers to volunteers to help prepare the
cemetery for the tour (mark the path,
etc.), to portray citizens buried there,
to act as guides, and to serve at the
Lobrano House. To volunteer, please
call the Society at 467-4090.

This photo of J. F. H. Claiborne shows him in his later years. He was the first
editor of the Natchez Statesman and Gazette and the Mississippi Free Trader. In
addition, he served in the Mississippi Legislature and from 1835 to 1837 in the
U. S. Congress.

Gentleman Planter
Or
Confederate Yankee?

By
Eddie Coleman

The nephew of W. C. C.
Claiborne and the son of Gen-
eral Ferdinand Claiborne, John
Francis Hamtramck (J.F.H.)
Claiborne spent the last few
years of the antebellum era and
the Civil War and Reconstruc-

tion at Laurel Wood, his home on
Mulatto Bayou in southwest Han-
cock County. It was also here
that he wrote the works which
brought him recognition as Mis-
sissippi’s foremost historian of
the nineteenth century.

Born on April 24, 1807 in
Natchez, Mississippi, and educat-
ed in Virginia, Claiborne lived in
Natchez for a time and served in
the Mississippi Legislature and
the U. S. Congress. As a result of
his exposing a plan to defraud the
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U. S. government and Indians in
the Choctaw lands case, he was
forced to leave Mississippi for
New Orleans. Here he became
involved in the speculation of
land, cotton, and slaves. Later
he edited the main Democratic
newspapers of Louisiana and
Mississippi.

Disappointing  business
ventures and failing health
caused him to turn to what he
perceived a more lucrative avo-
cation—gentleman farmer. He
purchased Laurel Wood planta-
tion in 1849. However, he need-
ed a more steady income, so he
sought an appointment from his
friend President Franklin Pierce
with whom he had served in
Congress. Pierce appointed him
supervisor of the timber district
comprised of lands in Alabama,
Mississippi, and Louisiana in
1852. He was reappointed by
President James Buchanan in
1857.

In 1853 Claiborne moved
to Laurel Wood, located on the
Gulf of Mexico at Mulatto Bay-
ou between Waveland and the
Rigolets approximately twelve
miles from Fort Pike, LA. It
was built in 1800 by one of the
Sauciers, probably Francois, us-
ing slave labor. It had a pitched
tin roof supported by high brick
piers joined by iron bars to hold
slaves brought into the territory
in the early days of the nine-
teenth century. There were also
slave quarters at the rear of the
main house. (The house stood
until the 1960°’s when it was
razed to make room for the Port
Bienville Industrial Complex.)

At Laurel Wood
Claiborne enjoyed a much more

leisurely life than he had been
able to experience earlier, so he
devoted his time and energies to
scholarly and cultural pursuits.
In fact, many of his early years
at Laurel Wood were spent in
writing Mississippi history. In
1858 with Benjamin Wailes, Jo-
seph B. Cobb, and Benjamin
Sanders, he organized the Mis-
sissippi Historical Society. He
published The Life and Times of
General Sam Dale, the Missis-
sippi Partisan in 1860. In the
same year, he published in two
volumes The Life and Corre-
spondence of John A. Quitman.

Although he had practi-
cally no training in agriculture or
plantation management,
Claiborne was able to make a
financial success of Laurel
Wood. He experimented with
new crops and introduced new
varieties of peas, which he ac-
quired from France, England,
and Germany. He also raised
potatoes, other vegetables, and
oranges. His dominant and most
successful crop was Sea Island
Cotton, and by 1861 with the
help of one hundred slaves, he
was out of debt and had an annu-
al income of six thousand dol-
lars.

Unfortunately, the Civil
War disrupted his halcyon days
at the plantation. Claiborne sent
his wife and daughter to Natchez
for the duration, and his son
joined the Confederacy.
Claiborne was torn between sup-
porting the Union and support-
ing his favored South and the
Confederacy. He tried to remain
neutral by secluding himself at
Laurel Wood and trying to
“weather... the war in isolation.”
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However, Claiborne’s
decision about what to do was
not an easy one. He considered
several reasons for following the
Confederacy: he supported
states rights; he owned slaves
and supported slavery; his son
joined and ultimately died
fighting for the Confederacy;
and he was a neighbor and ac-
quaintance of major political fig-
ures of the Confederacy. His
arguments for remaining loyal to
the Union were fewer, but for
him stronger: he took seriously
his duties as a U. S. timber agent
and his pledge to support the U.
S. government; and he placed the
Union above the states. There-
fore, he sided with the Union
and, in effect, became a Union
spy.

Although Claiborne may
have thought he was spying in
complete secrecy, the 8th Battal-
ion, Louisiana Artillery was sta-
tioned just across the Bay of St.
Louis in Pass Christian. Captain
John Cavanaugh of this group
wrote to Confederate Lt. General
J.C. Pemberton. His message
read, “A prominent citizen of
Pearlington, Col. J.F. Claiborne,
is in daily communication with
the enemy and no doubt keeps
them advised of all that is going
on in his neighborhood.”

Further evidence that
Claiborne was a Union spy may
be found in his frequent and reg-
ular correspondence with Major
General Nathaniel Banks, com-
mander of the Union army occu-
pying New Orleans. From let-
ters Claiborne wrote to Banks,
we know he reported that twenty
wagonloads of salt were sent to
Confederate General Joe John-

Laurel Wood
at Mulatto Bayou

Laurel Wood was a planter’s type house with a broad front gallery and dormer win-
dows, the main floor resting on high brick piers. The gallery was reached by a sin-
gle flight of steps, and its roof was supported by slender hand-hewn columns across
the front. It had a wide central hall from which huge, high-ceilinged rooms opened.
The walls in the hall and dining room were attractively decorated with paintings of
fishing and hunting scenes by Coulon, a New Orleans artist. Atop the building was
a square observatory, which gave an outlook across the vast stretch of marshlands to
the Gulf of Mexico beyond.

ston. He also told of fortifica-
tions built at Mobile and of
smuggling between New Orleans
and Mississippi coastal towns.

It seems Claiborne did
get a financial perk for his spy-
ing. He obtained a pass from
Union Admiral David Farragut
allowing him to transport cotton
through the federal lines. He
continued to grow cotton during
the war and was able to transport
and sell not only that which he
produced but also the cotton
bought from his neighbors along
the Pearl.

Even though Claiborne
spied for the Union on the one
hand, he continuously pledged

his allegiance to the Confederacy
on the other and was appointed
by the Confederacy as the pur-
chasing agent for the Belgian
consul in New Orleans. In fact,
Confederate Secretary of State
Judah P. Benjamin became
aware of the cotton trade, stating
that it was “evidently illegal,
and ... trade with the port of New
Orleans,” rather than trade with
neutral Belgium. However,
Claiborne was not arrested by the
Union nor the Confederacy dur-
ing the war.

On July 26, 1865,
Claiborne took the oath of alle-
giance to the United States. Af-
ter the war he sought favor with
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Adelbert Ames, the carpetbag
governor of Mississippi who in-
terceded on Claiborne’s behalf
with the federal government to
compensate him for the losses at
Laurel Wood. In return,
Claiborne wrote articles defend-
ing General Grant and support-
ing him for a third term as Presi-
dent.

In 1870 at the death of
his mother-in-law, Claiborne in-
herited Dumbarton Plantation
and moved permanently to
Natchez. Although he retained
his Gulf Coast lands, his visits to
Laurel Wood became less fre-
quent, and his last prolonged vis-
it occurred in 1876 when he was
invited to speak at Bay Saint
Louis during the centennial cele-
brations on July 4.

In  his last  years
Claiborne wrote prolifically. In
1879 he published his first vol-
ume of Mississippi as a Prov-
ince, Territory, and State; unfor-
tunately his manuscript for vol-
ume two was lost in an explosion
of a Mississippi River steamer.
Claiborne died at Dumbarton on
May 17, 1884, and is interred in
Trinity Churchyard in Natchez.

[Editor’s note: There is another
point of view about the loss of
the manuscript. Some authori-
ties believe it was lost in a fire
which  destroyed  Claiborne’s
home in March 1884. Or, it
could be that the house fire de-
stroyed an entirely different

manuscript.|
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NEW MEMBERS

Betty and Joe Boardman, Jr.
Gulfport, MS

Douglas Bristol
Diamondhead, MS

Tracy Gielbert
Bay St. Louis, MS

Jerry and Phyllis L’Enfant
Waveland, MS

Jessica Lewis and
Brian Robbins
Covington, LA

Perry Roach
Slidell, LA

BOOKS FOR SALE AT
LOBRANO HOUSE

Bay Saint Louis: Celebrating the First 300 Years
By the HCHS ($15.00)

Blueberry Peaches,
Red Robin Pie
By Stella LaViolette
and Paul Estronza La Violette ($25.00)

Early Hancock County: A Few of Her People and
Some of Their Stories
By Russell B. Guerin ($29.95)

Eyes of an Eagle: An Illustrated History of Early
Houma-Terrebonne
By
Christopher Everette Cenac, Sr., M.D. ($50.00)

The Forever Saints Club
By Leona Lipari Lee ($9.95)

Holly
By Paul La Violette ($20.00)

Livestock Brands & Marks: An Unexpected Bay-
ou Country History
By
Christopher Everette Cenac, Sr., M.D. ($70.00)

One Dog, Two Dogs, Three Dogs, Four-...
By Paul La Violette ($20.00)

Requiem for the Lily: A Novel of Gulf Coast His-

tory
By Placide D. Nicaise

Scrapbook of Treasured Memories
By Connie Heitzmann and Betty Stechmann
($20.00)

The Way to Stone Hill
By Paul LaViolette ($20.00)

West Side Stories
Before, During, and After on Mississippi’s
West Coast
Photographs and Commentary by
Vicki Niolet and Betty Stechmann ($28.00)

A White Egret in the Shallows
By Paul La Violette ($20.00)

Wilderness Families of the Gulf Coast
By Placide D. Nicaise ($20.00)

PLEASE ADD $5.00 SHIPPING FOR THE
FIRST BOOK ($2.00 EACH ADDITIONAL
BOOK) ON MAIL ORDERS.
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. FOREVER The Forever Saints Fan Club

Competitive Pricing R O
‘ By L.L. Lee

, One-of-a-Kind Pieces

Tese (Yt

This new book by Ms. Lee is an inspi-
rational tribute to four devoted Saints
fans, to the team they loved, and to
Saints fans everywhere.

Antique & Vintage Furniture

Estate Liquidation Services

Available at Bay Books, Amazon.com,

Blllc R()Sc Estate Sa lcs Kindle, and the Historical SOCiety

Go Green! Invest in timeless treasures of the past
442 Main St. Bay Saint Louis, MS 39520
BlueRoseEstoteSales@gmail.com
BlueRoseEstateSales.com

Contact Lee3731@bellsouth.net or
Amazon.com/author/lllee

Jul Lee Pursley-Dedeaux

Proprietor
(228) 231-1396 1004 MemonaIlB.lvd
s P.O.Box418;

Picayune, MS 394663
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Dan Bader

228.466.5165
.com

PantinG & 528 State Street
Bay St. Louis MS 39520
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Strategic_ .
Communications

How the public perceives your company is parmount to

success, We use extensive research, thorough planning, x
and a thonghtfully ceafred strategy to create « omprehensive B a |' I a o J O |.] Q S
campaigns that work hand-inhand with your business’s

objectives Making Things Right

\\'L lll\t' llll "l ST WIYS £O manage your .n||||n|||\ ’\[uu‘ o : e
help you build influence and become the leader in youm DaV|d VV Ba”a
Attorney

industry, We build strong parmersships wirh our clienrs o

understand their goals, and we ““l'l"““'"' Olr proprictary

communications strategies to help them fulfill eheir

nh)r\ tives Ilnnlu"\ an «ll.ll\'(' focus ;nh| CONSISIEeNt messaging

44 Main Street, Bay St. Louis, MS 39520
T:(228) 270-0001 | F: (601) 948-0306

dbaria@barialaw.com

B. R. Hawkins

134 Aiken Road | Waveland, MS 39576

(228) 6781-9065 | br@brhawkins.com Bar!aLa\N com
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REAL ESTATE, Lic

Joey G. Manieri ® Broker
Sales
Property Management
Vacation Rentals
Residential Rentals

501 Main Street Suite #3
Bay St. Louis, MS. 39520
228-466-4793 (Office)
228-216-5750 (Cell)
228-466-4794 (Fax)
manierij@bellsouth.net
www.manierirealestates.com

Court Appointed Special Advocates
CASA of Hancock County

Volunteers

Needed
am for the child™

. Advocating for the
abused and neglected

children in Hancock County ...
. a communtty SN

A< Merrill Lynch
é‘dﬂ% Wealth Manaygemtml‘

B of Arency Sweporslon

Steve B. Treutel

Vice President
Senior Financial Advisor

Mississippi Gulf Coast
(228) 385-6307

Merrill Lynch Wealth Management makes available products and services offered by Merrill Lynch,

Pierce, Fenner & Smith incorporated, a registered broker-dealer and member SIPC, and other subsidar-
ies of Bank of America Corporation. All rights reserved.
AD-06-12-0048

ARSOT2V1-10-11 Code 453007PM-0612

Todd N. Thriffiley

Attorney at Law

Phone: (228) 467-2400

READ! ESCAPE! ENJOY!
SUPPORT YOUR HISTORICAL SOCIETY

_.__‘-.vr-lq

Droasttviay. Paslres,

$20.00

$20.00

| Wikite Egred In
Tlre Shallows

BOOKS BY
PAUL LAVIOLETTE AVAIL-
ABLE AT THE HANCOCK
COUNTY HISTORICAL

$20.00
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SUE ASHMAN 418 Highway 90
ABR, CRS, GRI, SRS Waveland, MS 39576
BROKER

e
=

Baq Co&ages

Hl‘bﬂt Bw SL Louu Mc

Vaeahon Qnﬂhl
Office: (228) 467-5454 Cell: (228) 216-7864 i
Fax: (228) 466-4561 Email: sueashman®@aol.com 305 Main
www.Ashman-Moliere.com www.vrbo.com (ID #313124 & 400259) 228-466-4793

r
DOORS OF BAY SAINT LOUIS JOHN "CORKY" HADDEN

FF 3 }é : RAYMOND JAMES®

T 228.466.9888 837A Highway 90

T 888.465.9968 Bay Saint Louis, MS 38520

F 228.466.9978 t.urk-,'.hdddw‘n@r-.\ynu,-:\u'yann?s com
http://www.RaymondJames.com

Raymond James Financial Services, Inc,

20
2845645 PLACE YOUR AD HERE.

[ OUTHGROUP

INSURANCE SERY 1 3]

GULF COAST

» We offer Personal, Business, Life
and Health Insurance

+ We help our clients save

Diamondhead: money and get more value

5400 Indian Hill

228-467-2272 + We are Trusted Choice

and have been awarded the
Best Practices Designation.

For more information, please

visit owr website

www.southgroupgulfeoast.com

central fax: 888-415-8922
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