
COMING EVENTS AT  

LOBRANO HOUSE 
 

The monthly luncheon meeting 

will be held on Thursday, Feb-

ruary 16, 2017, at noon at the 

Kate Lobrano House.  Guest 

speakers for the program will be 

Lionel Bradley, Nicky Piernas, 

and Bro. Bernard Couvillion, 

who will speak on their experi-

ences at St. Stanislaus College. 

Reservations are required  and 

may be made by calling 467-

4090.  Respectfully we must 

request that you please call by 

noon on Wednesday, February 

15, to make your reservation, to 

help us plan seating which is 

limited to forty-eight people, 

and to apprise us of the number 

for whom to prepare.  The price 

of lunch is $12.00.  

February 2017 
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opportunity/obligation to extend 

the newly formed (1798) Missis-

sippi Territory to the Gulf of 

Mexico.  This territory included 

the present states of Mississippi 

and Alabama (See map 1.)  The 

impending Great Migration of 

settlers into this area required es-

tablishment of a state of law and 

order.  This frame of mind might 

compare to the concept of 

“manifest destiny” which became 

popular later in the 19th century.  

Competing land titles from 

France, England, and Spain over 

www.hancockcountyhistoricalsociety.com 

MEMBERSHIP FEES 
 

 It’s time for current members 

to renew their memberships in 

the Historical Society and to en-

courage family and friends to join 

us, too.  The price of membership 

is $30.00 per year.  If your mem-

bership is due, your address label 

will read “Time to renew your 

membership.” Please mail your 

renewal checks to Hancock 

County Historical Society, P. O. 

Box 3356, Bay St. Louis, MS 

39521. 

Birth of Hancock County 

(1811—1820) 
 

By 

James Keating, MD 
 

 The European coloniza-

tion of the Mississippi Gulf 

Coast ended with the annexa-

tion of the newly formed Re-

public of West Florida  by U. S. 

President James Madison in 

1811.  The United States recog-

nized a compelling geopolitical 

Mississippi’s Bicentennial 

This 1817  map shows the Mississippi Territory divided into the states of  

Mississippi and Alabama.  It also shows that original territorial counties  

traversed the later boundary line between the two states. (Map 1) 



government established that 

would bring lawlessness under 

control and help to confirm land 

titles.  A delegation was elected 

to the Mississippi Territorial 

Legislature, which was author-

ized to request the formation of a 

new county to be named Han-

cock within the newly acquired 

Gulf Coast .  They proposed that 

this new Hancock County should 

encompass boundaries that 

would include what constitute 

present-day Hancock, Harrison, 

Stone, and much of Pearl River 

counties (See map 1, p. 1.) . 

 The formal creation of 

Hancock County occurred on 

December 14, 1812, by an act of 

the Mississippi Territorial legis-

lature.  Mobile County was por-

tioned into Hancock and Jackson 

counties.  As requested by the 

meeting at the Burnt Meeting 

House, the county seat of Han-

cock County was designated to 

be in the settlement named Cen-

ter which is near present day 

Caesar.  By that time Center had 

become the largest center of 

population in the area.  Its name 

is a translation of its Indian 

name meaning “center” or 

“coming together” or “where 

everybody meets up.”  It was the 

home of the largest Indian settle-

ment with more than three hun-

dred wigwams suggesting fifteen 

hundred Choctaw.  European 

colonists settled here also be-

cause the only byways in that 

period were Indian trails which 

all converged in Center, some 

wide enough for a wagon to 

travel over.  William Hunt was 

appointed clerk of the superior 

and county court; Duncan 

McCall, sheriff; Thomas Hunt, 
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LOBRANO HOUSE  

HOURS 

 

MONDAY   —  FRIDAY        
10:00AM  —  3:00PM 

Closed:  12:00—1:00 (lunch) 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

“TO PRESERVE THE GENERAL 

AND ARCHITECTURAL HISTORY 

OF HANCOCK COUNTY AND TO 

PRESERVE THE KATE LOBRANO 

HOUSE AND COLLECTIONS 

THEREIN; TO RESEARCH AND IN-

TERPRET LIFE IN HANCOCK 

COUNTY; AND TO ENCOURAGE 

AN APPRECIATION OF AND IN-

TEREST IN HISTORICAL PRESER-

VATION.” 
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the 18th century required arbitra-

tion/adjudication for an orderly 

society.  The Indian nations did 

not coexist peacefully with the 

newcomers.  This chapter of our 

history will describe the details 

of the birth and early history of 

Hancock County from 1811—

1820.  A profile of the young 

county during these early years 

will follow this article in a future 

publication that describes the 

importance of the Pearl River, 

the emergence of the three larg-

est communities in that era, the 

economy or commerce of the 

region, and the sad story of the 

exodus of the original Choctaw 

Indian tribe. 

 By an act of the U.S. 

Congress on May 14, 1812, the 

Gulf Coast, known recently as 

Mobile County, was formally 

admitted into the Mississippi 

Territory under the administra-

tion of Governor David Holmes 

and the Territorial Legislature.  

The governor then ordered the 

election of representatives to the 

territorial legislature from the 

Pearl River, Biloxi, and Pas-

cagoula areas. 

 Subsequently, the settlers 

on the Pearl River then held a 

meeting in the fall of 1812 at the 

Burnt Meeting House, which 

was located about nine miles 

NW of present-day Picayune, 

MS.  This edifice was the first 

public building in the county and 

was originally called Meeting 

House.  This log structure had 

served as a church, school, and a 

place to hold meetings.  The first 

building burned down and was 

promptly rebuilt with the amend-

ed title of Burnt Meeting House.  

These settlers wanted a county 



is of interest that an authorized 

census of Hancock County at this 

juncture estimated the population 

to contain one thousand souls—

666 white and 334 black.  Thom-

as Anderson was chosen to be 

the county representative, and a 

committee was formed to draft 

the petition to the US Congress.  

They requested a “free, sover-

eign, and independent” state 

within the territory’s present lim-

its, which included the present 

states of Mississippi and Ala-

bama.  President James Monroe 

signed the US Congress resolu-

tion admitting Mississippi to the 

union on December 10, 1817.  

Thus, it became the twentieth 

state.  The new state of Missis-

sippi did not include the land 

which would later become the 

state of Alabama.  One of the 

first acts of the new state legisla-

ture was to approve the incorpo-

ration of the town of Shieldsboro 

(Bay St. Louis.)  At that time 

Shieldsboro was only a sleepy 

little village composed of just a 

few houses along the beach. Oth-

er Hancock County settlements 

at this time which would flourish 

in the coming years were 

Pearlington, Logtown, and 

Gainesville. Biloxi would not 

incorporate until 1838.  By 1820 

the population in Hancock Coun-

ty grew to 1594. 

 This year we celebrate 

the bicentennial of Mississippi  

statehood.  In less than a decade 

the people of our county convert-

ed their European colony to a 

territory and then to a state in the 

United States of America.  It is 

clear that although the region 

was sparsely settled and the con-
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assessor and collector; and Rog-

er Heron, justice of the peace. 

 Land titles constituted a 

major problem for orderly settle-

ment in the new county.  Law-

yers flocked to Hancock County 

to try to settle land claims.  Over 

the 18th century, land titles on 

the Gulf Coast had been issued 

by twenty-two different jurisdic-

tions.  Accordingly, numerous 

tracts of land were claimed by 

two or more persons.  In Han-

cock County Sir William Dunbar 

lived under three foreign govern-

ments and personally surveyed 

most of the important land 

grants.  Thus, a petition, written 

in French and English, was sent 

to the US Congress from the citi-

zens of Mobile, Jackson, and 

Hancock counties on February 1, 

1816, to the Committee on Pub-

lic Lands requesting help in this 

matter.  On April 18, 1816, the 

US Congress established a Board 

of Commission to arbitrate dis-

putes of overlapping or contested 

land titles, causing Simon Favre, 

for one,  to receive final confir-

mation of his title in Favreport.  

By 1828 most of the settlers’ 

land claims had been success-

fully resolved by the US gov-

ernment.  A great migration of 

settlers into the Mississippi Ter-

ritory occurred between 1813 

and 1816 of an estimated thirty-

three hundred families who 

came from Virginia, Georgia, 

the Carolinas, and Tennessee.  

They were mostly Anglo-Saxon 

Protestants who spoke only 

English. 

 On October 28, 1816, 

delegates from fifteen counties 

of the Mississippi Territory as-

sembled in convention at the 

home of John Ford in Marion 

County near present day Sandy 

Hook, MS.  The purpose of this 

assemblage—the Pearl River 

Convention—was to draft a pe-

tition for statehood.  This plan-

tation house was called Ford’s 

Fort.  John Ford accumulated 

thousands of acres and owned 

hundreds of slaves, unlike most 

settlers in this new land who 

possessed only a few slaves.  It 

Built in 1800, this is the home of John Ford.  It is also known as 

“Ford’s Fort.” 



ditions primitive, these settlers had 

a spirit of optimism and a vision 

about their future economic pro-

spects.  In a forthcoming article, a 

profile of the county will be pre-

sented that will describe the geo-

graphic, economic, and cultural 

character of the young Hancock 

County in this same time frame. 
SOURES: 

 

Coleman, Eddie.  “Hancock County’s 

 Representative to the Conven-

 tion for Statehood.”  The His-

 torian, June 2014, Hancock 

 County Historical Society. 

Coleman, Eddie.  “Caesar/Center.”  The 

 Historian, August 2007, Han-

 cock County Historical Socie-

 ty. 

Fuchs, Louis.  “Two Hundred Years of 

 Hancock County.”  The Histo-

 rian, March 2014, Hancock 

 County Historical Society. 

Guerin, Russell.  “Ford’s Fort.”  The 

 Historian, April 2007, Han-
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 cock County Historical Socie-

 ty. 

Scharff, Robert Louisiana’s Loss, Mis-

 sissippi’s Gain.  Lawrence-

 ville, VA:  Brunswick Pub. 

 Corp.,  1999. 

Sullivan, Charles L. and Murella Hebert 

 Powell.  The Mississippi Gulf 

 Coast:  Portrait of a People.  

 Sun Valley, CA:  American 

 Historical Press 1999. 

Works Progress Administration.  

 “Formation of Hancock Coun-

 ty.”  The Historian, June 2006, 

 Hancock County Historical 

 Society. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BOOKS FOR SALE AT  

LOBRANO HOUSE 

 
Bay Saint Louis:  Celebrating the First 300 Years 

By the HCHS ($15.00) 
 

Blueberry Peaches, 

Red Robin Pie 
By Stella LaViolette 

and Paul Estronza La Violette ($25.00) 
 

Early Hancock County:  A Few of Her People and 
Some of Their Stories  

By Russell B. Guerin ($29.95) 
 

Eyes of an Eagle:  An Illustrated History of Early 

Houma-Terrebonne 

By 
Christopher Everette Cenac, Sr., M.D. ($50.00) 

 

The Forever Saints Club 
By Leona Lipari Lee ($9.95) 

 

Holly 
By Paul La Violette ($20.00) 

 
Livestock Brands & Marks:  An Unexpected  

Bayou Country History 

By 

Christopher Everette Cenac, Sr., M.D. ($70.00) 
 

A Mississippi First Family 

The Sauciers from 1603 to 1865 
By Giulia L. Saucier 

 
Requiem for the Lily:  A Novel of Gulf Coast  

History 
By Placide D. Nicaise ($20.00) 

 
Scrapbook of Treasured Memories 

By Connie Heitzmann and Betty Stechmann 

($20.00) 
 

West Side Stories 
Before, During, and After on Mississippi’s 

West Coast 

Photographs and Commentary by  
Vicki Niolet and Betty Stechmann ($28.00) 

 
PLEASE ADD $5.00 SHIPPING  FOR THE 

FIRST BOOK ($2.00 EACH ADDITIONAL 

BOOK) ON MAIL ORDERS. 

 

 NEW MEMBERS 

Bruce C. and Ginny Cabell 

Waveland, MS 
Reg Morken and Margie Morken 

Pass Christian, MS 

Henry and Patricia Schonberg 

New Orleans, LA 

Map of the 

state of  

Mississippi 

 c. 1822 
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BSL 
 

“A Place Apart” 

 
Robert and Samantha Mc Raney 

and Family 

The Sisters Series 
By L.L. Lee 

Available at Bay Books,  
Amazon.com, Kindle. 

Lee3731@bellsouth.net   

Amazon.com/author/lllee 

Taxing  
Tallula 

Lost in 
Brooklyn 

Found in 
San Antonio 

Murder by 
the Bayou 

Ten Days in 
Sicily 

 

P. O Box 3567 

Bay Saint Louis, MS 
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READ!  ESCAPE!  ENJOY! 

SUPPORT YOUR HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

BOOKS BY  

PAUL LAVIOLETTE AVAIL-

ABLE AT THE HANCOCK 

COUNTY HISTORICAL 

 SOCIETY 

$20.00 

$20.00 

$20.00 

 

Steve B. Treutel 

Vice President 

Mississippi Gulf Coast 

(228) 385-6307 

Merrill Lynch Wealth Management makes available products and services offered by Merrill Lynch, 

Pierce, Fenner & Smith incorporated, a registered broker-dealer and member SIPC, and other subsidar-

ies of Bank of America Corporation.  All rights reserved. 

AD-06-12-0048 ARSOT2V1-10-11 Code 453007PM-0612 

 

 

PLACE YOUR AD HERE. 

 

 
 

  

 

Senior Financial Advisor 
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 305 Main 

 

228-466-4793 
 

www.vrbo.com (ID #313124 & 400259) 

228-463-2124 

OPEN SUNDAYS 

 

 

 

BOOKS FOR SALE AT  

LOBRANO HOUSE 

Bay St. Louis 

1st 300 Yrs. 

$15.00 

Early Hancock 

County 

$30.00 

Eyes of an 

Eagle 

$50.00 

Forever Saints 

Fan Club 

$9.95 

Livestock 

Brands & 

Marks 

$70.00 

Requiem for 

the Lily 

$20.00 

Scrapbook of Treasured 

Memories 

$20.00 

West Side Stories 

$28.00 

 

 

A Mississippi 

First Family 

$14.00 

The Hospitality City 
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