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COMING EVENTS AT

LOBRANO HOUSE

The monthly Iuncheon
meeting will be held on Thursday,
May 17, 2018, at noon at the Kate
Lobrano House. The guest speaker
will be Mike Fitzwilliam who will
speak on his book, Do You Know

. Charles
How Picayune Got Its Name? Res- Moreau
ervations are required and may be Founder and
made by calling 467-4090. Re- editor of the

spectfully we must request that Sea Coast Echo
you please call by noon on
Wednesday, May 16, to make your
reservation in order to help us plan
seating which is limited to forty-
eight people and to apprise us of
the number of lunches to order.
Lunch is $12.00, payable at the
door, and it is catered by Almost
Home Catering, Michelle Nichols,
chef.

A HISTORY OF THE sheet of paper at a time. The early
SEA COAST ECHO newspapers of the 19th century had

primitive hand press technology,
very few pages, and owners with

BY. limited vision and without long term

James Keating M.D. commitment. The important story

about newspapers of the past in Han-

The first known newspa- cock County involves a fearless,

per published in Hancock County eighteen year old entrepreneur in

was the Guainesville Advocate 1892 and his small newspaper that

known to be present briefly around became a catalyst for a booming lo-

the time of the Civil War. Early cal economy and a role model for

newspaper technology was woe- other editors and publishers in 20th
fully primitive in that era. Publi- century Mississippi.

cation of a newspaper was labor Charles ‘Charlie’ G. Moreau

intensive with manual letter-by- (1873-1942) was the founder and

letter type setting of galleys at- editor of the Sea Coast Echo (Echo)

tached to a simple hand powered for fifty years. An early investor

MEMORIAL DAY iron printing press producing one from 1892-1894 was W.L. May, who
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MISSION STATEMENT

“TO PRESERVE THE GENERAL
AND ARCHITECTURAL HISTORY
OF HANCOCK COUNTY AND TO
PRESERVE THE KATE LOBRANO
HOUSE AND COLLECTIONS
THEREIN; TO RESEARCH AND IN-
TERPRET LIFE IN HANCOCK
COUNTY; AND TO ENCOURAGE
AN APPRECIATION OF AND IN-
TEREST IN HISTORICAL PRESER-
VATION.”

sold his interest to A. G. Osoinach.
But in 1897 Osoinach sold his in-
terest to Moreau, who became the
sole owner. Moreau was born in
New Orleans and was the son of
Henri Moreau and Elizabeth Legier
Moreau. Henri Moreau was a na-
tive of France. Accordingly,
Charles Moreau was bilingual and
Roman Catholic. He attended paro-
chial and public schools in New
Orleans. However, because of his
failing health, his family retired to
Bay St. Louis in 1889. Moreau
worked briefly as a reporter with A.
J. Hart of the Gulf Coast Progress
in Bay St. Louis and then with W.
L. May at the Pass Christian Bea-
con. He married Angeline A. Pic-
caluga of New Orleans in 1897.
Charlie and “Minnie” as they were
known around town lived in a love-
ly home of Spanish architecture at
116 Carroll Ave. Their only child,
Marie Louise Moreau, died in the
influenza epidemic of 1918.

The first edition of the
Echo was published on January 9,
1892, with the motto above the date
line “fearless in all things.” Mo-
reau was young, intelligent, witty,

AL G, OSOINACH,

Proprietors and Editors of

handsome, and devoted to the coun-
ty he served. The weekly paper
was successful from the start be-
cause merchants supported him
with more than adequate advertis-
ing. The Echo carried news of
Waveland, Pearlington, Nicholson,
and Pass Christian and reprinted
articles of interest from other news-
papers from other Mississippi
towns and from national newspa-
pers and magazines. The Echo was
the “official journal” for Hancock
County and Bay St. Louis. Public
notices of local county and city
governments were mandated to be
published in the Echo. The charges
for these notices as well as com-
mercial advertising and subscription
fees were the sources of revenue for
the newspaper. The Echo has made
a good profit over the years and has
always been considered a good in-
vestment by all of its owners. The
first editions of the Echo published
weekly were frequently four pages
with local news and advertising
appearing on the inside pages. The
front and back pages contained the
national news and more advertising.

CHARLES (. MOREAL

“The Sea Coast Echo.'’

The above photo of A. G. Osoinach and Charles G. Moreau was taken from the
1894 publication Along the Gulf.
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Biweekly publication did not occur
until the 1970s.

The Echo cleverly included
something for everyone’s reading
pleasure in Hancock County:
“fashion notes, household hints,
home remedies, a bit of philosophy,
comments on religion and educa-
tion, history, politics, and even little
lessons in good manners.” Moreau
chose the name Sea Coast Echo
because “there were too many Gulf
Coast this and Gulf Coast that.” He
felt that “Gulf Coast” was part of
many business names and was over-
done. On the other hand, Sea Coast
Echo carried meaning and was ap-
propriate and poetic.

With the economic backing
of his retired parents, Moreau made
a huge investment in newly invent-
ed state of the art printing equip-
ment. His first acquisition was a
Mergenthaler Linotype Machine
(#14) which cost $5,200. This lino-
type machine was a ‘“hot metal”
typesetting system that acquired its
name because it produces an entire
line of metal type at once, hence a
“line-of-type.”  This technology
was significant improvement over
the previous industrial standard, i.e.
manual, “letter-by-letter” typeset-
ting using a composing stick and
drawers of metal letters and num-
bers. In addition, Moreau ordered a
Miehle Job and Newspaper Printing
Press from the company factory in
Chicago.

By 1902 Moreau needed a
larger workplace to house his suc-
cessful newspaper and job printing
business. Fearlessly, he proposed
constructing his own two story
building. A site on the corner of
Apothecary and Front Streets (later
renamed State and Beach Boule-
vard) was selected because of its
proximity to the Courthouse and the
new Hancock County Bank. The
lot was purchased for $1,115. The
Sea Coast Echo building was de-

signed by the retired architect John
Henry, and constructed by the
builder, Gaston G. Gardebled.
With the completion of this build-
ing in 1904, the Echo became the
first newspaper in Mississippi to
own its own building. In addition
the structure was a good invest-
ment and was the home of the pa-
per until 1956. Moreau believed
that a local boom economy existed
and set an example for the business
community investing in a modern
day “skyscraper.”

With the vision of a town
father or county supervisor, Mo-
reau recognized the crying need in
the local economy for a banking
sector to promote and facilitate
commercial transactions. In 1903
he proposed the idea of a a second
bank, named Merchants Bank with
fellow “movers and shakers” Wal-
ter J. Gex, Sr., and merchant, John
Osoinach. The Merchants Bank
was incorporated in 1903 with an
imposing  list of  founders/
stockholders which included many
of the prominent names in the
county (See The Historian, Febru-
ary 2018.). The bank rented the
corner portion of the Echo building
on Beach Boulevard for four years
until its permanent building next to
the railroad tracks was completed

The home of
the Sea Coast
Echo from
1903 until
1956 stood at
the corner of
State Street
and North
Beach Blvd.
The building
is currently
occupied by
the restaurant
200 North
Beach.

at a cost of approximately
$10,000 in 1907. Moreau served
as a director and later as president
of the bank. Thus, the story of
the Echo became the story of the
economy of Hancock County.

Moreau believed in the
economic prospects of Hancock
County for the forthcoming 20th
century. The local merchants of
the county not only supported the
newspaper, they included the pub-
lisher in their business ventures.
In fact, he often had a leadership
role in such important infrastruc-
ture projects such as the bank.
Moreau was an astute business-
man and his optimism was conta-
gious at a significant turning point
in the economic history of Han-
cock County. He had an abiding
faith in the land values of the
county. He advocated personal
ownership of homes and served as
president of the local homestead
association for many years. He
invested extensively in real estate
seeing a permanent intrinsic value
in the land itself.

Moreau organized and
participated in many local civic
organizations that constituted the
essential social fabric of the com-
munity such as the Rotary Club,
Chamber of Commerce, school
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board, Democratic Party, Yacht
Club, Knights of Columbus, King’s
Daughters and Sons Hospital Board,
and the Hancock County Board of
Election Commissioners. He wrote
in his memoir that his aim was to
“construct, build, or mold such pub-
lic opinion that would prove a bet-
terment both to the community and
its citizens. [I] have striven to con-
tribute to every worthwhile endeav-
or.”

Moreau died suddenly and
unexpectedly in 1942. A. J. Favre
purchased the Echo from Moreau’s
estate and became its publisher and
editor. The Echo underwent several
changes of ownership from 1942 to
1977. In 1977 it was bought by
James Lancaster and family and
incorporated as the Bay St. Louis
Newspapers, Inc.

Under Favre’s leadership in
1956, the Echo moved into the
“Woodman of the World” building
at 112 South Second Street because
of the need for more space. In that
same year the paper purchased a
more modern “offset” Harris S-7L
printing press that had “cold type”
rather than “hot type” technology.
Offset printing, which is still used at
the Echo today, is a technique
whereby the image is transferred or
“offset” from a thin laser-edge alu-
minum plate/sheet wrapped around
a metal cylinder/roller to a rubber
blanket (cover) wrapped around an
adjacent roller. The ink image is
then printed on a sheet of paper that
is passed through the rollers. The
Echo’s continued growth necessitat-
ed a larger building and in 1977 the
old Ford dealership constructed by
Robert Camors at 124 Court Street
was purchased. This building is the
present home of the Echo.

Continuity was restored to
the Echo with the appointment of
Ellis C. Cuevas as editor and pub-
lisher in 1978. He retired in 2000,
but continued part time until 2009.

Cuevas was a longtime community
activist in the tradition of Charles
Moreau. He is a native of Waveland,
currently living in Bay St. Louis, and
his family has been residents of the
Gulf Coast for over two hundred
years. He has received numerous
awards of appreciation such as the
Hancock Chamber of Commerce
Outstanding Citizen of the Year
(1991) and induction into the Missis-
sippi Press Association Hall of Fame
(1998). Cuevas was also executive
vice president of the parent corpora-
tion, Bay St. Louis Newspapers, Inc.

The current editor of the
Echo is Geoff Belcher, and the pub-
lisher is James R. “Randy” Ponder.
They put out the same quality news-
paper as their predecessors. These
courageous men survived Hurricane
Katrina in 2005. By cutting a deal
with a former employer of Belcher in
Pikeville, Kentucky, the men were
able to produce a four page full color
special edition just days after the
storm. Before Katrina the circula-
tion of the newspaper was approxi-
mately 7,800 copies, but it is pres-
ently about 5,500. Belcher felt it

was vital to tell people’s stories dur-
ing the recovery to keep up morale.
He also acted as a watchdog over

public agencies charged with leading
the recovery efforts. Belcher em-
braces a mission of providing the
best news/information and actively
promoting the general welfare and
prosperity of Hancock County. This
has been the tradition and history of
the Sea Coast Echo for the last 126
years.
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Originally the
Woodman of
the World
building, and
currently the
shops of
Century Hall at
112 South Sec-
ond Street, this
building was the
home of the
Sea Coast Echo
from 1956 until
1977.
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This is the current home of the Sea Coast Echo at 124 Court Street in
Bay St. Louis.
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2018.

2018 SUMMER YOUTH
PROJECTS

The Hancock County Tree
Registry will participate in the 2018
Summer Youth Programs,
“Libraries Rock,” at the Pass Chris-
tian Public Library. Shawn
Prychitko and Anita Warner of the
Hancock County Historical Society
and the Bay-Waveland Garden Club
will present “Trees Rock” on July
11, 2018. For more information
please contact the Tree Registry at
treeregistry(@gmaill.com.

_,_-_ -

SEEKING ORAL
HISTORY NARRATORS

Daniel Horowitz, a researcher
from the New School University is con-
ducting oral history interviews of eco-
logical resilience and life in Bay St.
Louis and Environs. These are hour and
half long in-person interviews with a
particular focus on how living in the
unique environment of Bay St. Louis
has shaped the history of the narrator's
life. We are looking for diverse per-
spectives and stories that challenge the
typical notion of "environment." These
interviews will be made available in an
online archive with selections published
in print (participants will have full con-
trol over how their interview will be
disseminated. = Please = email me
at horod 144(@newschool.edu if you are
interested in arranging an interview or
have any questions, comments or sug-
gestions.

Daniel will be in Bay St.
Louis working on this project all
summer.

Tanly "unt'f‘l'k shoaitenn
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Recently the Historical
Society received additional cop-

ies of Dearest Arlette: Everyday Life
in Postwar America and France, 1945-1955, as
Recorded in the Letters of Two Reunited Fami-

lies. The book was written by
Emily Hosmer de Montluzin
with Emily Lorraine de Mont-
luzin.

Copies may be purchased
at the Kate Lobrano House.

NEW MEMBERS

Pat Bourgeois
Bay St. Louis, MS

Amy Jobe & Julie Chandler
Bay St. Louis

Patricia and Chris Cheek
Bay St. Louis, MS

Clyde and Mary Koerner
Bay St. Louis, MS
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from the 1967 graduating
class of
Saint Joseph’s Academy
to the
Hancock County
Historical Society
for its continuing work
in preserving the history

Stop by the Historical Society to buy one of of Hancock County.
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