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Election of Directors

The following individuals have
been recommended by the nomi-
nating committee to serve for a pe-
riod of two years. The general
membership will vote on these
nominees at the November mem-
bership luncheon meeting.

The nominees are:
President—Chris Roth
Publicity Chair—Jim Keating
Historian—Jim Codling

There is a vacancy on the Board. If
you would like to serve, please con-
tact Chris Roth at 228-467-4090.
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ANNUAL CEMETERY
TOUR

Join us for the 26th Annual
Cemetery Tour on Saturday, Octo-
ber 30, 2021, at Cedar Rest Ceme-
tery in Bay Saint Louis. The fun
begins at 5:00 P.M. and continues
until 7:00 P. M. Admission to the
tour is free, but donations are gra-
ciously accepted.

After the tour everyone is
invited to the Lobrano House
around the corner from the ceme-
tery at 108 Cue St. for punch, hot
dogs, cookies, and other treats.

EDGEWATER GULF HOTEL,
BETWEEN GULFPORT AND BILOXI, MISS.

The Edgewater Gulf Hotel is located at Edgewater Park, Miss., midway between
Gulfport and Biloxi; under the same ownership and management as Edgewater
Beach Hotel, Chicago. 400 rooms all facing the gulf. Beautiful 18-hole golf
course, tennis court, hot and cold water swimming, beautiful drives, etc.

( photo and text from an old post card)

WORLD WAR II: Many men and women of Hancock
THE EUROPEAN County served their country during
THEATER this conflict. Love and marriage

among these young patriots was a
challenge, but doable. This article

By will describe some of their wartime

James Keating, M.D experiences that occurred about
eighty years ago.

Edited by Love and romance during

Virginia Olander WWII was a challenge for young

couples along the Gulf Coast during
the period of 1941-1945. Most of
the young men and many of the
young woman enlisted in the armed
services and were assigned to mili-
tary training facilities like Camp
Shelby, a few miles south of Hatties-
burg, Mississippi. It was a time of
intense emotions that often witnessed

During most of the Eu-
ropean theater of World War 11
(WWII), Germany was confronted
by the Allies (England, Russia,
and the United States) on three
fronts: the Eastern, Italian, and
later in the war, the Western front.
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MISSION STATEMENT

“TO PRESERVE THE GENERAL
AND ARCHITECTURAL HISTORY
OF HANCOCK COUNTY AND TO
PRESERVE THE KATE LOBRANO
HOUSE AND COLLECTIONS
THEREIN; TO RESEARCH AND IN-
TERPRET LIFE IN HANCOCK
COUNTY; AND TO ENCOURAGE
AN APPRECIATION OF AND IN-
TEREST IN HISTORICAL PRESER-
VATION.”

whirlwind romances of servicemen
or women away from home, marry-
ing spouses that did not come from
their hometowns. Marriages were
scheduled around military leaves or
passes, often preceding the deploy-
ment of soldiers to a distant battle-
field. Unlike texts, phone calls, and
emails today, letters and photo-
graphs sustained these marriages
while soldiers were serving combat
duty in Europe and elsewhere.
David McDonald (1922-
2009) met Luceil Smith (1922-
2006) at Mississippi State College
(now University). This college ro-
mance flourished, consummating
with marriage at an army military
base in Anniston, Alabama, in
1943. Luceil moved to Anniston,
and the couple rented an apartment
there. She followed him to several
military bases before Dave was de-
ployed to Europe. Luceil then went
to live with her family in Wiggins,

President’s Corner

I hope this message finds you well,
and I am pleased to announce that
we will restart our monthly lunch-
eons beginning Thursday, Novem-
ber 18. Remember to reserve you
seat in advance.

The exciting and entertaining Hal-
loween Cemetery Tour will take
place on Saturday, October 30.
Please make plans to attend.

An important initiative is for us to
scan and upload archived items to
our website. If you would like to
volunteer to assist with document
scanning, we would certainly ap-
preciate your help. No experience
required.

“There is history in all men’s lives”
William Shakespeare

Take care of yourself and others,

Chris Roth
President

David and Luceil McDonald

MS, until Dave returned after the
war ended.

A popular meeting place
for singles on the Gulf Coast during
the war was the grand dame of
large, historic, luxury resorts, the
Edgewater Gulf Hotel (1927-1971)
in Biloxi, MS. This four hundred
room hotel was filled every week-
end with officers and single ladies
who came in groups to enjoy ele-
gant dining in the Marine Room, a
huge Olympic size pool, and tennis
courts. On most Saturday nights
there was a big band party with
dancing and cocktails. Ladies ar-
rived on Saturday afternoon by car
or train from as far as New Orleans
or Mobile. The railroad had a spe-
cial stop at the hotel called Edge-
water Park Station.

On one weekend in July of
1942, Lieutenant James “Jim” Wil-
liam Keating, Sr., (1918-1998) and
three fellow army officers from
Camp Shelby drove down to the
Edgewater Gulf Hotel and crammed
into one room. That very weekend
Bernice “Bunny” Marion Ross
(1917-1995), accompanied by sev-
eral Newcomb College classmates/
graduates, boarded a train in New
Orleans for the same hotel. A
chance meeting on Sunday morning
on the tennis courts began a war-
time romance and courtship that
resulted in marriage on July 5,
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Lieutenant James (Jim) and Bunny Keating

1943. Bunny and Jim enjoyed a
few months of marriage before Jim
was sent to North Africa in the fall
of 1943.

The Second World War
lasted from 1939-1945. The war
started on September 1, 1939, when
Nazi Germany, under Adolph Hitler
(1889-1945), invaded Poland. The
Axis powers included Italy and Ja-
pan. Germany later took France
and the Netherlands in two weeks.
However, Germany was prevented
from invading England because it
could not achieve command of the
air or the sea. Consequently, Hitler
invaded the Soviet Union on June
22, 1941. The United States en-
tered the war on December 7, 1941,
when Japanese planes attached the
United States Naval Base at Pearl
Harbor, Hawaii. In March 1941,
the German Afrika Korps under
General Erwin Rommel, “The De-
sert Fox” (1891-1944), was sent to
North Africa to support a faltering
Italian Army. It took two years for
the Allies to clear the German and
Italian forces from North Africa.
The Allies captured Sicily in Au-
gust 1943,

The Italian Campaign last-
ed from July 1943 to April 1945.
Marshal Joseph Stalin (1878-1953)
wanted the Allies to produce a sec-
ond front in western Europe to re-
duce Hitler’s power on the eastern

front.  Nevertheless, the Allies
committed only thirty divisions in
1943 to take Italy, the “soft under-
belly” of the German Third Reich.
This unfortunate decision gave
General Albert Kesselring (1885-
1960) eleven months of skillful
rear guard tactics over Italy’s
mountainous terrain to delay the
Allied advance. Nevertheless, af-
ter D Day on June 6, 1944, the Al-
lies created a large western front
with approximately seventy-five
divisions facing sixty German divi-
sions. (A division usually contains
ten thousand soldiers.) It is of in-
terest that Germany had approxi-
mately 100 divisions on the eastern
front facing 120 Russian divisions.

Lt. James Keating and his
Rifle Company E in the Second
Battalion was removed from re-
serve status in Morocco to be in-
serted in the front line in Italy in
March of 1944. His unit participat-
ed in the Fourth Battle of Cassino
which successfully broke through
the Gustave Line, captured the
town of Cassino, and destroyed the
abbey at Monte Cassino. Keating
was awarded the Bronze Star for
bravery in that battle which was
pinned to his uniform by General
Mark W. Clark (1896-1984), Com-
mander of the Fifth Army. Later,
the Allies took Rome the day be-
fore General Dwight D. Eisenhow-

er (1890-1969) lead his army on
the beaches of Normandy on June
6, 1944.

The Allied Forces moved
through France and Belgium, but
were stopped at the Siegfried Line
at the Rhine River. Lt. Dave
McDonald commanded a rifle
company unit that cleared out
antitank mines by the soldiers
crawling at night on their bellies,
feeling and disabling the trip
wires that were designed to deto-
nate the explosion. He is credited
with overtaking a pillbox issuing
deadly machine gun fire on his
men. A well-placed smoke bomb
obscured the German line of sight
so that McDonald and his men
could rush the pillbox and drop a
hand grenade down an air vent.
The explosion ripped off the back
of one German soldier. Subse-
quently, six other German sol-
diers came out of the pillbox,
willing to surrender.

David McDonald was
fighting in the Battle of the Bulge
in January 1945. One morning
about 3:00 am, McDonald and his
team infiltrated the advancing
German line and accidentally
bumped into a German dugout. A
German sentry confronted
McDonald, who raised his rifle to
shoot the sentry. The sentry pan-
icked and jumped behind a tree in
the snow and pleaded ‘“nicht

A pillbox is a type of blockhouse, or
concrete dug-in guard post normally
equipped with loopholes through which
to fire weapons.
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Sergeant Frank Trapani

schuttze” (Don’t shoot! Don’t
shoot!) The sentry was persuaded
to gather the other soldiers in the
dugout, and McDonald took sixty
prisoners back across the line. Lt.
David McDonald was awarded the
Bronze Star for bravery.

Another soldier from
Hancock County was Frank “Bud”
Trapani, who was also engaged in
the Battle of the Bulge. He had
trained at Camp Shelby. Shortly
before this battle, Trapani encoun-
tered Lt. Dave McDonald in the
dark just outside their military
camp. As the story goes, Trapani
shouted out in the dark night, “Halt,
who goes there?” Dave answered,
“Lt. David McDonald.” Frank then
queried, “Is that a New Orleans ac-
cent I hear? Where are you from?”
Dave responded, “Bay St. Louis,
Mississippi!”  According to this
often told tale, Trapani came out of
the shadows and exclaimed, “Dave,
my boy, I thought that was you!”
Then he gave the man a big bear
hug.

During the Battle of the
Bulge, Sgt. Frank Trapani was cap-
tured by the Germans and sent to a
prisoner of war camp for the dura-
tion of the war. The prisoners were
given one rotten potato a day to eat.
On one occasion, one of the prison-
ers in Trapani’s cubicle died, but the
other prisoners did not tell the
guards immediately so they could

eat his ration of potato. In his pray-
ers Trapani vowed to give up Coke if
he survived this ordeal. He did sur-
vive, returned to Bay St. Louis, gave
up Coke, reared a family, and owned
and operated the popular Knock
Knock Bar on Beach Boulevard.

The Baxter Family lost Lieu-
tenant Hermann Myrtille Baxter
(1921-1944) when he was killed in
action at Frelenberg, Germany. A
mortar shell landed at his feet while
he was trying to rescue a wounded
comrade. He was posthumously
awarded the Purple Heart and the
Bronze Star.

Sgt. John William (Jack)
Baxter (1922-2015) served with the
99th Infantry Division in Belgium,
receiving the Combat Infantry Badge
and the Bronze Star. Unfortunately,
he developed trench foot while on
the front lines just before the Battle
of the Bulge and was removed to a
U.S. hospital in England. However,
days later his unit was hit badly and
suffered many casualties.

Sgt. Leo William Seal, Jr.,
(1924-2009) served in the United
States Army which included twenty
months in the European theater of
this conflict. He entered the army at
age seventeen and achieved the rank
of sergeant, stationed in Reims,
France. He was assigned to an engi-
neering unit, responsible for repair

Sergeant Leo Seal

and maintenance of tanks, jeeps, and
trucks. As President of the Hancock
Bank in 2004, he sponsored the
placement of a World War II Memo-
rial to honor the approximately fif-
teen hundred men and women in
Hancock County who served their
country.  Approximately sixty of
those patriots died during this con-
flict.

In conclusion, World War 11
was a transformative event for our
country and the citizens of Hancock
County. Love and marriage proved
somewhat difficult in this period.
Nonetheless, the Edgewater Gulf
Hotel was a popular venue for ser-
vicemen and women to relax and
socialize. Soldiers like Lt. Keating,
Lt. McDonald, Lt. Baxter, Sgt. Seal,
and Sgt. Trapani saw action on the
Italian and Western fronts. A WWII
Memorial in front of the Hancock
County Courthouse commemorates
the sacrifices of those brave patriots.

SOURCES:

Baxter, Lionel Francis and John Wil-
liams. A Baxter Family from
South Carolina. St. Petersburg,
FL: Genealogy Publishing Ser-
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WW II MEMORIAL

Located in the Court House Square in
Bay St. Louis, Mississippi
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NEW MEMBERS Happy
Yvette Powell Hﬂ]lOWﬁG‘D

Bay St. Louis, MS '

Michael Reeves - Architect

AIA, LEED AP BD+C, CSI CDT, NCARB

Architect Licensed in MS, LA, AL, FL, KY
Member International Code Council

Michael Reeves Architects, PLLC
Email: mreeves.architect@gmail.com
Phone: (228) 493-2513

Old Town Bay St. Louis

12 S, Second Street
Bay St. Louis, MS

The Shops of

Century Hall

We are housed in an amazing bullding built in 1909.
You can find original art, jewelry, gifts, home decor.
antiques, and just about anything else you could
think of One stop shopping at it's best!

Phone so}. 858 8574 -
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o Wealth Management

MNGichelle Dlichols , Presents
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Www.dinnemthings.com

ety Swepersbor

Steve B. Treutel

Vice President

Senior Financial Advisor

Mississippi Gulf Coast
(228) 385-6307

Merrill Lynch Wealth Management makes available products and services offered by Merrill Lynch,
Pierce, Fenner & Smith incorporated, a registered broker-dealer and member SIPC, and other subsidaries
of Bank of America Corporation. All rights reserved.
AD-06-12-0048 ARSOT2V1-10-11
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228-332-2334

Code 453007PM-0612
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CAMP A dystopian novel about life in
'2.035 the not so distant future in
New Orleans.

Can Mimi and her best friend,
Lula, survive the “camp” that
promises fabulous prizes, but
instead gives rise to horror and
threatens their very survival?

SENIOR CAMP

Mayley's fec)
PeStCm]trOl,l.l.c A

your local answer to what's
bugging you
7197 .
Cell: 228-380-0755 " David Mayley
Ofc: 228-380-0295 mayleys pest.controb @ gmail.com
Licensed « Bonded « Insured 603 Esplanade Ave.
Knowledgeable « Professional ~ Bay St. Louis, MS 39520

Available at Bay Books, Amazon, Kindle, bookstores
Amazon.com/author/lllee

JOHN "CORKY" HADDEN

F o Financial Advisor

RAYMOND JAMES

MARTHA FORD, Broker, GRI SFR

138 466 ORA8 243 Hichwav 90

MARTYFORD@BELLSOUTH.NET T 228.466.98 43 Highway 9
CELL 601-590-2988 e F230.466.5678 Bay Saint Louls. MS 38570

5 corky. hadden@raymondjames.com
www.fordrity.com LP lg!:) R ek b

% 55/ ace gfpart "’

Robert and Samantha Mc Raney
and Family
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S@gq_ngﬁ (Sue) Ashman
! Office: (228) 467-5454
! Cell: (228) 216-7864 ! !
\ Fax: ‘('228‘) 466-4581‘ aq 0 geg
| Email: sueashman@aol.com
. Historic Baq Lovie Me.

Vaeabon R.ﬂhl

HUBBARD'S WAVELAND
HARDWARE

"IF YOU DONT THINK WE HAVE IT, ASK Us!!"

DAVID & RICHARD HUBBARD
615 NICHOLSON AVE

WAVELAND, MS 39576

PHONE: (228)467-4494 FAX: (228)467-7632

Bay St Louis:

412 Hwy 90
228-466-4498

SOUT

INSURANC

1\!]\\‘1

GULF COAS

« We offer Personal, Business, Life
and Health Insurance

+ We help our clients save

Diamondhead: money and get more value

5400 Indian Hill
228-467-2272

« We are Trusted Choice
and have been awarded the
Best Practices Designation

0, please

VISIt our weasie

o indnermntin
[ MOYe informoedi

www.southgroupgulfcoast.com
central fax; 888-415-8922

305 Main Street

www.vrbo.com (ID #313124 & 400259) 228-466-4793

Mississippi Coast Realty

George J Saucier
Realtors

Cell
Office
Fax

228/344-8573
228/452-2313
228/452-1277
':"i\’.!ll\‘ivl' ay ahoo.com
www.mscoasthomes.com

RO

"An Astonishing Tribute to Resilience"

130 Davis Avenue
Pass Christian, MS 39571

WAVELAND'S

GROUND ZE

HURRICANE MUSE

335 Coleman Avenue Waveland MS
228 467-9012

No Admission Charge - Donations Accepted
HOURS: 10 am to 3:00 pm
Tuesday through Saturday




NON-PROFIT
HANCOCK COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY ORGANIZATION
P. 0. BOX 3356

BAY ST. LOUIS, MS 39521

U. S. POSTAGE PAID
PERMIT NO. 87
BAY ST. LOUIS, MS

HANCOCK COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
P. 0. BOX 3356, BAY ST. LOUIS, MS 39521
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Online payment may be made at www.hancockcountyhistoricalsociety.com

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY, STATE, AND ZIP
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MEMBERSHIP LEVELS

Founder Individual $30 Founder Family $50

Thomas Shields (includes notecards) $100

Charles Gray Society (includes notecards and cookbook) $250

Life Time Membership (one time payment includes note cards and
society cookbook) $500




