
COMING EVENTS AT  
LOBRANO HOUSE 

 
 The monthly luncheon 
meeting will be held on Thurs-
day, February 17,  2022, at noon 
at the Kate Lobrano House.  The 
speakers will be HCHS Presi-
dent Chris Roth who will dis-
cuss the growth and accomplish-
ments of the Society this past 
year and to present plans for 
2022. Reservations are re-
quired  and may be made by 
calling 228-467-4090.  Please 
call by noon on Wednesday, 
February 16,  to make your res-
ervation in order to help us plan 
seating which is limited to forty-
eight people and to apprise us of 
the number of lunches to order.  
Served at noon, lunch is 
$14.00 for members and 
$15.00 for nonmembers, paya-
ble at the door.    The catering 
order is submitted on Wednes-
day morning prior to the lunch-
eon on Thursday.  If you need to 
cancel your reservation, please 
call by 2 p.m. on Tuesday prior 
to the luncheon if at all possible 
so that the society does not incur 
unnecessary expenses. It is ca-
tered by Almost Home Catering, 
Michelle Nichols, chef. The 
lunch menu is barbeque chicken 
breast, baked macaroni, cole-
slaw, garlic bread, and éclair 
cake. 
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eth century marketplaces.  An analy-
sis of recent economic history re-
veals four distinctive stages or time 
frames from 1950 to 2022 in Han-
cock County.  This account also pre-
sents the evolution of the three clas-
sic sectors of any economy known as 
the agrarian, industrial, and service 
sectors.  This “rags-to-riches” story 
demonstrates the inexorable march 
and dominance of the “service” sec-
tor in the economy of the South as 
well as in Hancock County in this 
time frame, and this is the subject of 
this article.  Important subjects to be 
presented include the Stennis Space 
Center, the city of Diamondhead, 
Casino Magic, and Hurricane Katri-

www.hancockcountyhistoricalsociety.com 

FROM THE COTTON 
BELT TO THE SUN-

BELT 
 

By 
James Keating, MD 
Ed. Virginia Olander 

 
 Over the last four hundred 
years, the South has possessed the 
most “distinctive character and 
tradition” of any of the other re-
gions in the United States.  After 
World War II, the South and Han-
cock County transformed their 
previously poor, agrarian econo-
mies into robust, modern, twenti-

 

Evolution of the econ-
omy of Hancock 

County from agrarian 
to space age to IT 



the Stennis Space Center which 
brought many skilled workers to the 
county.  The I-10 Interstate High-
way when completed brought much 
needed commercial traffic, goods, 
services, and people into the local 
marketplace. 
 By 1980, the Hancock 
County economy was no longer 
primarily agrarian, a sector charac-
terized by farming, forestry, and 
fishing (seafood).  This agrarian or 
primary sector of any economy his-
torically includes all businesses or 
occupations that are concerned with 
the extraction of natural resources 
or the production of raw materials. 
A second industrial sector  of the 
Hancock County economy had in-
creased in size in the 1960s and 
1970s including some heavy and 
light industries such as the manu-
facturing of usable products or fin-
ished goods.  By 1980, there had 
been a significant increase of popu-
lation, infrastructure, and construc-
tion.  A real estate developer, Mal-
colm McLean, built the community 
of Diamondhead with $25M which 
offered the many new workers a 
modern bedroom community to 
rival the growing suburbs of Slidell 
and Picayune. 
 The first stage of the trans-
formation of the economy of Han-
cock County lasted from 1950 to 
1980.  The population of the county 
increased from 11,891 in 1950 to 
24,537 in 1980.  A second stage of 
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na. 
 In Hancock County in the 
1950s, a dedicated group of busi-
nessmen, some recently back from 
college or graduate school, joined 
forces with the Hancock County 
Board of Supervisors.  This coali-
tion was to persuade the electorate  
of the county to make a major in-
vestment into an ongoing economic 
development program that would 
build significant infrastructure.  The 
first order of improvement for the 
county promoted paved roads, elec-
tricity, sewerage, water, and tele-
phones to modernize its communi-
ties. 
 The state of Mississippi had 
passed the Balance of Agriculture 
with Industry Act in 1936.  In 1963 
the county created the Hancock 
County Port and Harbor Commis-
sion.  This bold project included an 
industrial park and a municipal air-
port.  A hospital, Hancock Medical 
Center, was built in 1960 in Bay St. 
Louis.  The foundation of a modern 
economy was underway by 1980.   
 In this same time frame, the 
Federal Government determined to 
invest its resources into the South’s 
economy.  Various defense-related 
programs that included military 
bases were planted in the Gulf 
Coast counties and elsewhere in the 
South.  Hancock County workers 
had been employed at the Ingall’s 
Shipbuilding Plant since its incep-
tion in 1938.  In 1965 NASA built 

President’s Corner 
 
What Floats Your Cardboard Boat Race is set for Saturday, May 21, 2022.  
Through a marketing partnership with the Krewe of Seahorse, the race will be 
held during Pirate’s Day in the Bay. 
 
Given the success of last year’s event and with our partnership with Seahorse, 
we anticipate an even larger turnout than last year.  Come one and come all 
and join the fun! 
 
Some cause happiness wherever they go, others whenever they go.  Oscar 
Wilde. 
 
Chris Roth 
President 
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economic development occurred 
from 1980 to 1990.  Thanks to the I
-10 Interstate Highway and other 
previously mentioned develop-
ments, the “service sector” of the  
economy grew exponentially.  An 
influx of tourists was a significant 
stimulus to the food and beverage 
branch  of the local economy.  
Tourism and retirement were now 
major businesses.  A definite shift 
in dominance from the agrarian sec-
tor to the light industry sector to the 
service sector was clearly visible to 
all.  Wisely, Mississippi and Han-
cock County increased investment 
into higher education and public 
schools.  By 1990 the population 
had grown to 31,760.  
 A third stage of economic 
development occurred from 1990 to 
2005 dominated by the businesses 
that provided services to the other 
businesses or citizens.  The Gross 
Regional Product (GRP) demon-
strates the enormous dollar impact 
of government to the county.  The 
Stennis Space Center had a large 
Naval Oceanographic office 
(NAVOCLEANO) tenant.  The 
economic impact of the Federal 
Government and the military com-
prised approximately 30% of mar-
ketplace activity.  The service sec-
tor or service industries include 
government, military, retail, health 
care, financial services, entertain-
ment, and many others.  The service 
arm of economic development fo-
cuses on interactions between peo-
ple rather than the production of 
goods.  The  service industry is as-
signed a dollar value in measuring 
the economic impact to the area.  In 
modern economics, the service sec-
tor employs as much as 75% of the 
workforce. 
 In 1990, the Mississippi 
Legislature passed the Mississippi 
Gaming Control Act to boost the 
state economy. Consequently, Mar-
lin Torguson moved to Hancock 
County and in 1992 opened Casino 
Magic in Bay St. Louis on a barge 
docked at Bay Cove near the mouth 
of the Jourdon River.  A second 

casino, Bayou Caddy’s Jubilee Ca-
sino, opened and served the county 
from 1994 to 1995.  Later, in 2005, 
John Ferrucci, as General Manag-
er, organized the Silver Slipper 
Casino at Bayou Caddy.  The gam-
ing industry was a catalyst igniting 
a visible economic boom during 
the 1990s.  Casinos stimulated in-
creased population in the Kiln and 
Diamondhead as well as rejuvenat-
ing of the building and construc-
tion sectors.  The population of 
Hancock Count increased from 
31,765 in 1990 to 43,232 in 2000. 
 Hurricane Katrina hit Han-
cock County on August 29, 2005.  
Bay St. Louis, Waveland, and Dia-
mondhead suffered flooding and 
destruction.  Nevertheless, the 
county recovered by 2015, thanks 
to the massive FEMA and other 
federal assistance estimated to be 
as much as $5B.  The seawall was 
rebuilt, Beach Boulevard was re-
stored, and a new bridge ($267M) 
was constructed across the Bay of 
St. Louis.  Water, sewerage, and 
storm drainage infrastructure were 
replaced.  A municipal harbor/
marina was added in Bay St. Louis 
as  final touch to this remarkable 
recovery along the coast, aptly 
called the “Mississippi Renais-
sance.”  Ultimately, some observ-
ers thought after fifteen years the 
Gulf Coast came back stronger 
than it was before. Real estate 
agent Stephen Crawford comment-
ed “Because of its charm—the art 
galleries, cafes, white picket fenc-
es, and access...—downtown prop-
erty in Bay St. Louis never really 
experienced a post Katrina 
nosedive.” 
 The period of time from 
2005 to 2022 is considered stage 
four of the evolution of Hancock 
County and the South, captured in 
the phrase “from the cotton belt to 
the sunbelt.”  Although Hancock 
County experienced transient in-
conveniences from the Great Re-
cession of 2009, the BP oil spill in 
2010, and the Covid-19 pandemic 
at the beginning of 2020, its econo-

my and population showed steady 
growth and prosperity. 
 An important aspect of 
this period was the bonus to the 
economy and the lifestyles of 
Hancock County citizens incorpo-
rated in Information Technology 
(IT).  This “quaternary sector” of 
the economy involves all indus-
tries concerned with the creation 
of knowledge and use of comput-
ers for such chores as building 
community networks, databases, 
and practical problem-solving for 
businesses.  The computer, the 
cellular phone, semiconductor 
chips, bank ATM’s, and mobile 
banking are only a few of the eve-
ryday advances Hancock County 
citizens enjoy and now take for 
granted.  Because IT is a special 
type of service sector of the econ-
omy, it deserves consideration as 
a category unto itself.  IT has 
made the various industries and 
businesses in the traditional sec-
tors more efficient and more prof-
itable.  It is the defining feature of 
the period from 2005 to 2022.  As 
of 2020, the population of Han-
cock County has grown to 
47,0632 and its GRP is $1.5B 
compared to an estimated GRP in 
1950 of $30M. 
 In conclusion, the transi-
tion of the economy of the South 
and Hancock County has been 
characterized by historian Bruce 
J. Schulman, who coined the 
phrase “from the cotton belt to the 
sun belt.”  A modern day econo-
my contains four sectors: agrari-
an, industrial, service, and Infor-
mation Technology.  As our econ-
omy matured over the last seventy 
years, the service sector came to 
dominate the character of the 
marketplace of the South and 
Hancock County achieving an 
enormous increase in the GRP.  
The coastal county of Hancock 
became a popular beach destina-
tion resort and a synergy between 
large government installations 
such as the Stennis Space Center, 
the Port Bienville Industrial Park, 



the Stennis Municipal Airport, and 
the other businesses in the county 
occurred.  This synergy was a cata-
lyst in this marketplace fueling a 
steady increase of population, sig-
nificant investment in infrastructure, 
and continued construction of build-
ings and houses.  The resiliency and 
future promise of the economy,  
both in the South and Hancock 
County, was demonstrated by its 
recovery from the tragic calamities 
that occurred in the first twenty 
years of the Twenty First Century, 
the “Mississippi Renaissance.” 
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 Historical Society members Eddie Coleman, Jim Keating, and Charles 
Gray recently gathered at the home of historian and Historical Society member Rus-
sell Guerin. Russell donated his entire archive of history files, photographs, and 
documents he accumulated over a lifetime of study, research, and publication of 
books and articles about Hancock County.  
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“A Place Apart” 

 
Robert and Samantha Mc Raney P. O Box 3567 

Bay Saint Louis, MS 
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SENIOR CAMP 

 

A dystopian novel about life in 
the not so distant future in 

New Orleans. 
  Can Mimi and her best friend, 
Lula, survive the “camp” that 
promises fabulous prizes, but 
instead gives rise to horror and 
threatens their very survival? 

Available at Bay Books, Amazon, Kindle, bookstores 
Amazon.com/author/lllee 

 

 



 

 

  
                                     THE HISTORIAN OF HANCOCK COUNTY                                                                                                                            Page  7 

 

  

Historic Bay St. Louis, MS 

Vacation Rental 

305 MAIN STREET 
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