
COMING EVENTS AT  
LOBRANO HOUSE 

 
 The monthly luncheon 
meeting will be held on Thursday, 
February 22, 2024, at noon at the 
Kate Lobrano House.  The guest 
speaker will be  Mike Fitzwilliam 
who will speak on his new book 
“Do You Know How These Places 
Got Their Names?” Reservations 
are required and may be made by 
calling 228-467-4090.  Please call 
by noon on Wednesday, February 
21, to make your reservation. Seat-
ing is limited to forty-eight (48) 
people, and we need to order the 
correct number of lunches. Served 
at noon, lunch is $15.00 for mem-
bers and $17.00 for nonmembers, 
payable at the door.    The catering 
order is submitted on Wednesday 
at noon prior to the luncheon on 
Thursday.  If you need to cancel 
your reservation, please call by 
noon on Wednesday prior to the 
luncheon if at all possible so that 
the society does not incur unneces-
sary expenses. It is catered by Al-
most Home Catering with Chef 
Michelle Nichols. The lunch menu 
is hamburger steak, garlic mashed 
potatoes, English pea salad, yeast 
rolls, and chocolate cupcakes. 
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land Yacht Club (BWYC).  The 
Peerless Oyster Cannery had been 
destroyed during the Hurricane of 
1947, and the peninsula on which it 
had stood, was an ideal location for a 
new yacht club.  It was also deter-
mined that most of the sailing by the 
club’s sailors would be on the Bay of 
St. Louis rather than on the Missis-
sippi Sound.  That precluded big 
boats with deep hulls and set the 
stage for the BWYC sailors to be-
come the world’s best sailors in the 
smaller sport sailboats like the Viper 
640 in the Twenty-first Century.  The 
club opened in 1950 and maintained 
a fleet of six Fish Boats.  In that time 
there was considerable local recrea-
tional sailing with six races every 
Saturday and Sunday afternoon. 
 Henry Buckley Chapman 
(1893-1968) was a sailor who be-
longed to the original BWYC from 
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HISTORY OF THE BAY-
WAVELAND YACHT CLUB 

(1949-1983) 
 

By  
James Keating, M.D. 

 
After World War II the men and 
women who served their country 
returned to Hancock County and 
were surprised how much their 
home towns had grown and how 
much the economy had prospered.  
There was a spirit of optimism, 
and this generation wanted, among 
other things, to find recreation in 
sports such as sailing. 
 John Rice Bell, Jr., (1896-
1979) met with a group of elders 
in the community in early 1949 
and promoted the concept of or-
ganizing/building the Bay Wave-

This painting of  
Commodore John Rice 

Bell, Jr. hangs in the 
yacht club.  He was 

instrumental in organiz-
ing the BWYC in 1949, 
and served as general 

contractor in building a 
new clubhouse at the 

site of the Old Peerless 
Oyster Cannery on the 

bay. 



in New Orleans from 1956-1995.  
Harry met Ann Pfister in 1952 on a 
blind date.  Ann worked at the New 
Orleans Traffic and Transportation 
Bureau as a secretary.  Harry and 
Ann married in 1957 and bought a 
new house in a development off 
Veteran’s Highway in Metairie, LA 
called “New Metairie.”  They had 
four children--Elizabeth (1957), 
Amy (1959), Peggy (1961), and 
Harry (1961).  Consequently, Harry 
and Ann developed one of the most 
glorious sailing dynasties on the 
Gulf Coast.  

Evie Sucola Gordon re-
members that in the 1950’s sailors 
and their families would have lunch 
at the club after church.  At 2:00 
PM sharp, the informal races would 
commence.  Everyone would gather 
under the club in their personalized 
deck chairs to socialize and watch 
the Lightnings  and Fish Boats race.  
The social life of the BWYC was 
serious and often formal in that era.  
A Mardi Gras Ball was the high-
light of the season.  The ladies wore 
fancy dresses, and these gala events 
possessed much pomp and circum-
stance.  Yacht clubs on the Gulf 
Coast were vital to the culture and 
community providing sailing, fish-
ing, and swimming among other 
year-round entertainment.   

 During the 1950’s 
BWYC sailors were competing 
against other clubs in the Gulf 
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1906-1915.  His father, W. J. Chap-
man, owned and sailed a Cape Cod 
catboat named Virginia.  Henry 
sailed all his life and made several 
significant contributions to the Gulf 
Coast sailing program such as start-
ing the Mississippi Coast Yachting 
Association Championship which 
has been called the Chapman Re-
gatta ever since.  Henry was born at 
Hotel Dieu Hospital in New Orle-
ans and was an Army pilot in 
World War I.  He taught students 
how to fly planes in both World 
War I and World War II.  Henry 
started the Chapman Air Service at 
the Shushan Airport at the lakefront 
in New Orleans. 

Harry Gelpi Chapman (b. 
1932) is the son of Alfred Wilson 
Chapman (1894-1934) and Juanita 
Gelpi (1902-1991).  Alfred served 
in the Army in World War I.  The 
Chapman Family emigrated from 
Liverpool, England.  Sadly, Alfred 
died in 1938 when his son Harry 
was only two years old.  As a boy 
Harry lived with his Gelpi grand-
parents at 1940 Upperline Street in 
New Orleans.  Harry’s mother, 
Juanita, married Henry Chapman in 
1947 who was Alfred’s brother.  As 
a result, Henry was Harry’s uncle, 
step father, and godfather, and his 
nickname was “Pop.” 

Harry was an engineer who 
worked for Boh Brothers Company 

THE PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
 

February 2024 
 
It is with sadness that I report that we lost Dr. Bill Bradford, Waveland MS., 
on January 24, 2024. Bill was a pioneer in emergency room medicine in the 
early years of his medical practice and was influential in the establishment of 
emergency medicine as a specialty. 
  
In addition to his contributions to the practice of medicine, Bill was a commit-
ted volunteer in several local organizations.  One was the Hancock County 
Historical Society. Bill served as president of the Historical Society, and after 
his presidency he continued to support our mission. Bill will be missed by all 
who had the pleasure and good fortune to know him.  
 
Chris Roth  
President   
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Yachting Association (GYA).  No-
table competitors of that age were 
C.C. McDonald, Leo Seal, Jr., and 
Jack Gordon.  By 1957, this team 
was winning individual races in the 
annual Lipton Competition.  Mean-
while, the club was training a young 
generation of teenagers who would 
bring glory to the club in the 
1960’s.  Judy Reeves started sailing 
at age eight at the BWYC.  She 
sailed in her first women’s Knost 
Regatta in 1958 in a Fish Boat.  In 
the 1950’s the yacht club had an 
open sailing program and people of 
all ages and capabilities were wel-
come to sail there.  The sailing pro-
gram was organized, and one could 
read the instructions and know what 
was needed to suit a person’s aspi-
rations, something such as local 
sailors or regattas similar to the Lip-
ton. 

The story of the BWYC is 
one about multigenerational fami-
lies who loved to sail and passed on 
this passion to their descendants.  
The first three Commodores were 
John Rice Bell, Jr., Robert Camors, 
and Henry Buckley Chapman.  
They and an important collection of 
contemporary, ardent sailors perpet-
uated several glorious sailing dyn-
asties over the next several years.  
The historic Breath Family has rep-
resented one of the pillars of the 
Bay Waveland society since the 
Nineteenth Century.  Six genera-
tions of sailors with the last name 
Breath have supported the sport of 
sailing on the Gulf Coast.  There is 

also a tradition of boat-building 
craftsmanship in that family that 
goes back one hundred years.  
These seamen have been leaders in 
the yacht club and the community 
in general.  

Charles “Chuck” Albert 
Breath III (1946-2016) married his 
high school sweetheart, Ellen Col-
son of Waveland, in 1968.  They 
have two children, Chuck and 
Missy. An expert sailor by age fif-
teen, Chuck enlisted in the US Na-
vy and served in the Viet Nam War 
maintaining river patrol boats in 
the Mekong Delta.  

As a youngster, Basil Ken-
nedy loved to hang around the 
clubhouse, and he became such a 
good student of the sport of sailing 
that by 1962 Harry Chapman felt 
that he and his friends were good 
enough to be recognized as 
“qualified A,” which meant that he 
could take a Fish Boat out to sail 
without a more experienced sailor 
on board.  This was unusual at age 
fourteen.  In those days Basil sailed 
with Leo Seal, Jr., Carol Gordon, 
Don Chamberlain, Dean Taylor, 
and others.  Basil graduated to the 
upper rank of sailor called “expert” 
at age fifteen. He married Marie 
Louise “Weezie” Kushner in 1971.  

In the Gulf Yachting Asso-
ciation the most important regatta 
is the Lipton Challenge.  This re-
gatta is considered the Super Bowl 
of competitive racing on the Gulf 
Coast.  Until 1963, the sailors of 

BWYC were not good enough to 
take the coveted Victory Banner 
home to hang in the clubhouse 
bar.  Their sailors had won indi-
vidual races in the regatta, but 
never achieved the lowest score 
that won the whole event. In 
1963, skippers Chuck Breath, 
Basil Kennedy, and Walter 
Chamberlain, with a crew of Dick 
Mestayer, won the Junior Lipton.  
Remarkably, these hot-shot sail-
ors also entered the Senor Lipton 
race of 1963 and won that event 
as well.  After years of training, 
the sailing program of the club 
had developed a remarkable team 
of racing sailors.  BWYC had 
evolved into a formable opponent 
of the other members of the GYA 
in sailing competition. 

By 1969, the Fish Boat 
was fifty years old in design, and 
the young sailors wanted a faster 
sailboat that was made out of fi-
berglass instead of wood.  The 
new sexy race boat was called the 
Flying Scot, and it had a retracta-
ble center board that made it more 
trailable for transport to distant 
towns for regattas.  Yet, its most 
attractive new feature was the 
spinnaker sail that added to the jib 
and mainsail on downwind runs, 
giving these sport boats great 
speed in a blow.  

In the 1970’s a new gen-
eration of male and female 
BWYC sailors who had been go-
ing to Summer Sailing Camp and 
Junior Race in their youth, 
emerged as National Champions.  
Judy Reeves sailed in the Adams 
Regattas events in Lightning, 
Thistles, and Flying Scot sailboats 
in the 1960’s and 1970’s.  Judy as 
crew to Cindy Stieffel and Amy 
Chapman won the Adams Nation-
al Championship in 1977.  They 
returned in 1980, and with Judy 
as skipper, and Amy Chapman 
and Charlotte Gordon as crew, 
they won the Adams National 
Championship again.  In 1977, 
Marc Eagan also won his first 
National Championship.   

The third BWYC 
clubhouse was 
constructed in 

1949 on the Bay of 
Saint Louis. 



Walter Gillican Chamber-
lain (1946-2013) became interested 
in sailing because of his family.  
Donald Chamberlain, Sr., his father, 
sailed at the Southern Yacht Club 
(SYC) and passed on his love of 
sailing to his children, Walter, Don-
ald, Jr., and Bay.  All were excellent 
sailors.  Walter’s family moved to 
Bay St. Louis in the early 1950’s 
when they inherited the house at 
648 North Beach Blvd.  Here Wal-
ter learned to sail and enjoyed the 
freedom to sail all over the Bay.  
His friends, Chuck Breath, Basil 
Kennedy, and many others in the 
same age group, were doing the 
same thing.  They got good at it!  
They also crewed for friends who 
owned larger sailboats that raced all 
along the Gulf Coast.  Their experi-
ence grew.  Walter became a mem-
ber of the first winning Junior and 
Senior Lipton team in 1963.  

During the 1970’s the 
young sailors were not content to 
limit their racing to the Gulf Coast.  
Some wanted to go to national 
championships, and they were en-
couraged by older members to do 
so.  Walter and his friend, Harry 
Chapman, two of these older mem-
bers, pursued this challenge by at-
tending US Sailing meetings.  With 
this experience, their knowledge of 
the racing rules and race manage-
ment increased.  As a result, the 
quality of the BWYC racing teams 
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also grew. Several of the aforemen-
tioned local sailors did win National 
Championships.  Some of their pic-
tures and trophies are displayed at 
the club. 

Marc Eagan (b. 1955) was 
born and reared in New Orleans, the 
son of Maurice Eagan (1929-2001) 
and Miriam Smith (1930-1997).  
Maurice started the Eagan Insurance 
Agency and was Commodore of the 
BWYC in 1978. Marc married Gayle 
Entringer in 1978, and they had four 
children, Marcus, Jordon, Andrew, 
and Mallory. 

Marc’s sailing career started 
in 1963 when he was eight years old.  
That day was his first day at the 
BWYC Summer Sailing Camp, and 
his father drove him to the pier and 
deposited him.  Marc loved this sport 
and remembers the crusty older sail-
ors who instructed him in those 
formative years—Charles Breath, 
Walter Chamberlain, Basil Kennedy, 
Bill Reeves, and Dick Reeves.  Marc 
crewed for great sailors such as Har-
ry Chapman, and on one occasion, 
they won the interclub competition at 
PCYC (Pass Christian Yacht Club) 
which was a twelve Fish Boat round 
robin. 

In 1969 the Flying Scot re-
placed the Fish Boat.  Unlike the 
Fish Boat, the Flying Scot had a 
spinnaker sail, which Marc quickly 
mastered.  The spinnaker sail is a 

large kite-like sheet that is employed 
on the downwind runs that balloon 
out in front of the rest of the sailing 
rig, often brightly colored.  At age 
seventeen (1972) Marc graduated to 
Skipper from Crew and competed in 
the Junior Lipton Regattas and 
USYRU (US SAILING) junior 
events.  Later, Marc would be sailing 
in senior regattas against some of the 
best sailors in the country, who did 
not have the same skills with the rel-
atively new Flying Scot.  BWYC 
needed a team of young, ambitious, 
cut-throat sailors to master the Flying 
Scot before the rest of the country 
had become National Champions.  
Marc and his sailing buddies figured 
out how to win races consistently 
against the best of the best of that 
era.  Simply put, Marc explains that a 
typical triangular race course would 
pit contestants so that the first leg is 
upwind requiring sailboats to tack to 
the first mark. The challenge is to get 
a good start and “round the mark” 
before any of the other boats.  Then 
you raise the spinnaker quickly and 
sail full throttle to the next mark and 
then to the finish line at the end of 
the third leg of the course.     

Woody Stieffel was Marc’s 
sailing partner in their youth.  Woody 
wanted to write a book about how to 
sail a Flying Scot to win big regattas.  
Buddy Eagan was also in this clique 
of advanced sailors.  Judy Reeves, 
Cindy Stieffel, Amy Chapman, and 
Charlotte Gordon were all National 
Champions in the 1970’s.  Marc 
competed in 1976 at SYC in the 
North American Flying Scot Cham-
pionship and came in second.  In 
1977 he came in first acquiring his 
first national championship.  In this 
time frame, Marc wanted to train for 
the Olympics, but his father over-
ruled his request and sent him to 
NYU and then London to learn his 
family trade. BWYC has twenty-four 
National Champions, and Marc is our 
“Top Gun” with twelve sailing titles 
to his name. 

In conclusion, from 1949 to 
1983, BWYC evolved from a small-
time, fishing village,  local sailing 

This painting of two 
Fish Boats that were 
popular from 1920-
1969 was created by 

the accomplished local 
artist, Barbara Brodt-

man. 



club into a serious contender on the 
National Racing Circuit.  In spite of 
the damage caused by the Hurricane 
of 1947, the “movers and shakers” 
of the two cities had great faith in 
the prospect of a post-war boom in 
the economy, both locally and na-
tionally.  A yacht club was consid-
ered an important catalyst for 
growth and prosperity of Hancock 
County.  Sailing, fishing, and golf 
were the most popular sports on the 
Gulf Coast for residents’ children 
and adults. 
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 land Printing, 2000. 
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 nial Salute (1920-2020):  A 
 History of the Gulf Yachting 
 Association.  Brookfield, MO; 
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 ber 19,2023. 
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 July 20, 2023.  
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In 1969 the Flying Scot replaced the Fish Boat for GYC competi-
tion.  This fiberglass sailboat with a balloon-shaped, retractable 
spinnaker sail in front of the boat is used in downwind legs in 

races to augment the wind power of the stationary main and jib 
sails 

This photo shows Clyde  Koerner, Sr., at home in his 
workshop preparing to build his next model.  As a mem-

ber of the Hancock County Historical Society, Mr. 
Koerner has offered to display a different model he has 

built every two months at the Kate Lobrano House, home 
of the Hancock County Historical Society. 

This model of the El Dorado submersible oil rig was built by Clyde Koerner, Sr., age 
99.  It is on display at the Kate Lobrano House. 
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NEW MEMBERS 
 

Neva Cooper 
Midland, TX 

 
Jeff Damiens 

Bay St. Louis, MS 
 

Philip and Yvonne Garcia 
Bay St. Louis, MS 

 
 

Joanne Radosta 
Diamondhead, MS 

 
Buck Ramond 
Waveland, MS 

 
Obie Watts 

Diamondhead, MS 
 

Kate Wendel 
Bay St. Louis, MS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 All of the photographs 
of the Saint Augustine Centen-
nial in the January 2024 edition 
of the newsletter were taken by 
Melanie Cole.  We apologize 
for not listing her as the photog-
rapher. 

Two sloops round the mark at a BWYC regatta in the Missis-
sippi Sound in 1913. Note that the rectangular main sail has a 

gaff pole or wooden spar on the superior margin.  The gaff 
sail rig has been popular for centuries because it allows for a 
larger sail area, improved control, and a shorter mast for sup-

port which means less stress. 
 

This photo is from the Mallard Collection 
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National Racing Circuit.  In spite of club into a serious contender on the 
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Available at Amazon.com, Historical 
Society, and some local shops in Bay St. Louis 

 
 

In The Little House of Healing by L.L. 
Lee, nine troubled individuals from a 
recently divorced woman to a courageous 
cancer battler, seek solace and a fresh 
start in the serene haven of Miss Lucy’s 
peaceful Bay St. Louis cottage.  This 
inspirational novel explores redemption 
and the resilience of the human spirit. 

 

  
SUPPORT THE HANCOCK 

COUNTY HISTORICAL  
 SOCIETY BY PLACING YOUR 

AD HERE.  IT COSTS ONLY $100 
FOR AN AD THIS SIZE FOR A 

FULL YEAR! 

www.gardeniatearoom.com 
228-332-2334 
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Red Deer is fantasy infused 
historical fiction.  Jesse 

Walker, a 16 year old from 
present day Gulf Coast Mis-
sissippi, is transported back 

through time to the legendary 
birthplace of the Choctaw 

people, NanihWaiya village. 
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